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Sturdy laptop takes 
disbarred for immorality brunt of GMA temper 
By Philip C. Tubeza By Juliet L. Javellana 


SHE has been rumored to 
throw documents, her 
eyeglasses, even a sand- 
wich when her legendary 
temporis pro~ 
voked—usvally by gross 
STURDY) AZ 


THE SUPREME Court has disbarred a former 
lawyer of tycoon Eduardo “Danding” Cojuang- 
co Jr for secretly marrying the daughter ofthe E 
influential businessman in July 1982 although P 
he was already married and had children. 

"Like the proverbial thief in the night, he BALANCED. s, FEARLESS VIEWS 
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Usec was sacked-GMA 


Ferrer Fe 
ouster part 
of Cabinet 
revamp 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


Annan’s 
wrong: Iraq 
war is legal, 
says Bush 


ST. CLOUD, Minnesota—United 
States President George W. Bush 
yesterday disputed United Na 
tions chief Kofi Annan's charge 
that the war in Iraq was “illegal” 
under the world bodys charter, 
saying that the UN approved the 
invasion. 

‘The US president did not direct- 
ly address Annan's comment to 
the BBC that failure to get a sec- 
ond UN Security Council explicitly 
authorizing military action meant 
that from the (UN) charter point 
of view it was illegal." 

But Bush pointedly referred to 
the councils unanimous endorse- 
ment, in November 2002, of resolu- 
tion 1441, which warned Saddam 
Hussein he would face “serious 
consequences” if he were still seek- 
ing weapons of mass destruction. 

“The United Nations looked at 
the same intelligence 1 looked at 
They concluded Saddam Hussein 
was a threat. They voted by 15-0 
in the UN Security Council for 
Saddam Hussein to disclose, dis- 
arm or face serious conse- 
quences,” he said. 

“I believe when bodies say 
something, they better mean it,” 
said Bush, who heads to the UN 
General Assembly on Monday, 
two years after warning the world 
body would be just a “debating so 

ANNAN'S WRONG! AIO 


CONTRARY to the an- 
nouncement of Finance Un- 
dersecretary Inocencio Fer- 
rer Jr, his leaving his post 
was part of the Cabinet re- 
vamp. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
made this clear yesterday, a day 
after Ferrer told the Senate blue 
ribbon committee that he had 
tendered his irrevocable resigna- 
tion in keeping with the dictates 
ofdelicadeza. 

Ferrer quit as finance under- 
secretary and co-chair ofthe Spe- 
cial Presidential Task Force 156 
amid accusations that he had 
tried to extort money from those 
alleged to have pulled off the 
5.3-billion tax credit scam. The 
SPTF is under fire for bungling 
the prosecution of those involved 
in the scam, allegedly in return 
for certain favors. 

But Ms Arroyo indicated over 
lunch with members of the Mala- 
cañang Press Corps that Ferrer 
had been fired, in the process 
contradicting her spokesperson's 
statement defending the under- 
secretary's resignation. 

“Toting, its not a coincidence. 
That's part of our revamp,” she told 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, ad- 
dressing bimby his nickname. 

Bunyesaid nothing. 

The President made the re- 
mark after a reporter asked about 
the effect of the resignation of 
Ferrer and of National Treasurer 
Mina Figueroa on the tax and 
austerity programs that she had 
instituted to address the fiscal cri- 
sis. 
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Jn the statement he issued ear- China. President the Asian way 

lier in the day, Bunye said Ferrer Macapagal-Arroyo 

had deemed it “appropriate to also attended the By Alcuin Papa 

quit in the midst of serious accu- fiesta and she is Y La 

sations against him, and perhaps surrounded by the -OLD boy is how ant 
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ipino-American in the US military 
La. Gen. Edward Soriano, flew into 


: $ the country yesterday on a visit 
xecs who de order to cut pay face dismissal | sies 
al military relations and spur the 
modernization of the Philippine 

By Gil C. Cabacungan|r. their salaries and bonuses. bers and top executives. the people. This must be the thars insubordination. Theycanbe military, defense officials said. 
"The President said Memoran- Ms Arroyo told reporters at a norm; [itmust not be} considered taken out," she added. Shortly afer his amival, the 
PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo dum Order No. 25 would serve as lunch meeting in Malacafiang that an extraordinary sacrifice, in But even before the Deparment commanding general of the US 
Yesterday stepped up her campaign. bass for Budget Secretary Emilia her proposed pay cut for GOCCdi- good times or in crisis,"shesaid. of Budget and Management can Army I Corps paid courtesy calls on 
Against the "lat cats- in her admin- Boncodin's ongoing review of all rectors and officers would notbea She pointed out that not only complere its review, the President Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz. 
istration, saying she would kickout government-owned and controlled one-time sacrifice. her appointees but also fixed-term declared that only very few public and Armed Forces of the Philip- 
her nominees in public corpora- corporations. The review includes “I expect everybody inthe gov- officials were serving at her plea- corporations were violating MO pines Chief of Staff Cen. Narciso 

tions who disobey her 2001 diree- setting the appropriate compensa- ernment to cooperate in doing sure. “If they are told to cut their No. 25. She said many GOCC di- Abaya in Camp Aguinaldo. 

tive stopping further increases in tionpackagefor GOCCboard mem- sacrifices for the greater good of pay by this much and they don't, basta pum 


FAMILY MASSACRE IN SYDNEY 


3 life terms for Sef Gonzales 


SYDNEY, Australia—A Filipino- gling and bludgeoning to death slayings were racially motivated. 
bom law student was sentenced his 18-year-old sister, Clodine, He then went on television ap- 
to three life sentences Friday for with a baseball bat. pealing for help tracking down 
murdering his parents and sister Prosecutors alleged Gonzales his family’s killer He was later at: 
in their Sydney home in 2001—a killed his family on July 10, 2001 rested. 

savage attack that shocked this to get his hands on their AS1.S- Sentencing Gonzales to life be- 


The killings Baguio 
would rather forget 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—The murders rattled Baguio's 
small town conservatism when news about 
them broke three years ago. 

But there was little stir in this mountain 


E million (US§1 million) estate and” hind bars with no prospect of pa- city of 250,000 people when judgment came 
in May, a New South Wales stop his parents restricting his role, Justice Bruce James said the down ina Sydney court on Friday. 
stage Supreme Court jury found lifestyle. ‘24-year-old was ‘not suffering Baguio would rather forget. 


Sef Gonzales guilty of fatally Afer killing his family, Gonza- from any mental condition at the In 2001, the brutal killings of lawyer Teddy 
stabbing his parents, Teddy and les wrote graffiti on the walls of time of the murders and had Gonzales, his wife Mary Loiva Claridades and 
Mary Loiva, and stabbing, stran- his parents’ home to suggest the Luten SEFGONZALES: “Slaughter by an angry amateur.” THEKILUNGS/ 20 
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Gov't goes after Subic smugglers 


i 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and Michael Lim Ubac Anoo had paiio puta stop tation was illegal under Republic of mostly right-hand-drive vehicles 
H to the practice that has significant- Act 8506, SBMA chair Felicito through SBMA was being facilitat- icti 
PEAN Macapagal oro Jas ded e Buen uf. a Ea kba Bia fe BG, oil a Deetne 
Internal Revenue to shut down and attach the bank accounts and US assemblersinthecountry. In a telephone interview yes- He agreed that SBMA officals 
of tax delinquent auctioneers of secondhand, imported ve- "Wee, terday Payumo belied Gordon's were responsible for the prolifer. Of CPP NDF 
hicles in the Subic Bay Freeport Zone. mess PA i SM 3 
“4 have instructed the BIR to use govemments claim to unpaid tax. Business Counc met smuggling in the free port. the free por. 
ET VE es geragt c panira) the 10 ien wal. with the President last Wednesday — — “Idon't know what he's talking — Gordon said the importers in col- from terror 
{erthese unscrupulous auctioneers, uw-added tax (VAT) on sales. Agar. Testimony ata Senate hearing this “about. There are no violations of lusion with SBMA officials justify the 
incfiing he power to amis bank shen isa waming to a third weeksuggesed thar Subic may have law covering the importation imponaton by allowing the conver- | j G t d 
accums and dose down establish- pary in this case the banks, ohold, becomeaceeer orcarsmugging. conversion and selling of second sion of the cars into left-hand-drive ist urge 
inehtonceassesmentoftheunful. fubjecto acoursdirecton, money Customs Commissioner George hand vehicles inside the free port before they are taken out of the free 
filled tax obligations is final,” the or property belonging to a debtor Jereos said right-hand-drive vehi- zone,” Payumo said. port. After conversion, the cars are By Joey A. Gabieta 
President said ina statement. Whois being suedbyacreditor des wereillegally entering the free He said that during Gordon's term not registered or taxed accordingly PDI Visayas Bureau 
“The President issued the order The President also ordered the Port with approval from Subic Bay as SBMA chai, uncollected duties and are then auctioned off per ship- 
after a final assessment by the justice department to assist the BIR Metropolitan Authority officials. and taxes amounted 10335 milion. ment or by kot. PALO, Leyte—The head of Philip. 
BIR had found that the govem- intheensuinglegalbatteaftersome Sen. Richard Gordon, a former “The issue of conversion of  Theaverageregistration fee fora pine peace panel has appealed to 
ment had lost P944 million in of the Subic auctioneers questioned SBMA chair, said as many as right-hand drive vehicles had converted car is only about P2,000 the United States and the Euro- 
foregone revenues from the top theBiR'smovein court. Theaucton- 9,000 cars had entered the coun- been discussed during the 12th each, regardless of whether itislux- ean Union to remove the Com- 
three carauctioneers at Subic. eers claimed that part of Subic ty illegally through the SBMA“in Congress. It was impossible that _ury car or sports utility vehicle. munist Party of the Philippines-Na- 
“Thisisreallyagoodstartforthe  Freeports tax incentives was the 5 the past so many years." during Gordon's term there had Gordon said that the importers tonal Democratic Front (CPR 
BIR and Commissioner [Guiller. percent gross income tax to cover all Ata press conference in the Sen- been no importation of brand also pay bribes to evade proper NDF) from the list of international 
mo) Parayno, and assure him of taxduesoflocatrsintheffeeport. ate yesemay Gordon blamed new vehicles at all," he sai. payment of taxes: P25,000 to the terrorist groups to pave the way for 
my full support," Ms Arroyo said. “This is the President's fist major prominent local and national offi- “How can there be smuggling Land Transportation officials (in the resumption of peace talks be- 
"The BIR has already issued war- directive aimed at addressing the Gals in the “rampant snuggling" of when importers of secondhand Olongapo and Subic), P25,000 tween the government and com- 
rants of gamishment on the bank the long-standing complaint of do- righthandékivevehidesinoSubic vehicles are paying duties and for Bureau of Internal Revenue, Wunitrebels |. 
accounts of four Subic auctioneers mestc car manufacturers against Gordon said that although the taxes?” he added. and P50,000 to SBMA. Withare- ... "Tappealto the US and EU gov- 
inder the National Internal Rev. the entry of used, converted and Department of Trade and Indus- In his testimony earlier this port from Allan Macatuno, PDI ements to support the peace 
‘enue Code (NIRC) to satisfy the imported vehicles into Subic. Ms try had declared that such impor- week, Jereos said the “smuggling” Central Luzon Desk talks by way of addressing the is- 
sue on the delisting," Silvestre 
, | Armed ‘forei d in South s 
i Ld '9 dangerous’ patients | e oreigners seen 1n 50U guns bre yesterday adding the 
: Tebel group should be judged on 
COTABATO CITY--Foreigners, ing countries,” a military intelli- group, who also took four Tiruray is of thei ` 
“bolt Bicol mental hospital Sie ZE ms as kon Mansy pamana pao pagan 
ates | in the company of Abu Sayyaf Jalandoni said residents of The fate of the hostages remains y pakana 
GA AO Oda DEE | bands maning the rows of Panngey Tal Seinens in anime eximie pee 
fees M ome ju eL. eer pga aor ' | Sultan Kudarat province, the mil- Bagumbayan town had repored  "AcenainCommanderJojoofthe ment is serious in its questin end- 
oled Rem the government. Responding policemen from | Ita'yreported Friday the presence of about 40 Abu MILF and the men under him were ing the long-running insurgency 
Pun Cadlan Mental Hospital in Plirecapured Ave patiens, Col. Gerry Jalandoni, com- Sayyaf gunmen led by Isnilon said to be aiding the Abu Sayyaf problem of the country, Bello 
Pil Conmarines Saren tuesday Mosqueda said he 19 men | mander of the Army's 604th In- Hapilon and the foreigners cosstoward the coastal townofPal- added, 
Ph tapering fear among face craninal charges thar im. | UY Brigade, said military Viager described the foreigners eng Jalandoni said. Bello said blamed the inclusion 
MEE fei charges mu. | agentscould notascertainthena- as tall, wearing heavy beards and Palimbang is where Abu of the CPPNDF in the list of ter- 
Cu Supe RestnatoMoeque- der homicide robbery wich ar. | Honaliies of the foreigners, but could not speak the local dialect. Sayyaf chieftain Khadaffy Jan-  roristgroupsby the US and some 
PR gr gen angr ar kan pa fa : they were Middle Eastern-look- Hapilon, a Basilan-based Abu jalani had reportedly fled to EU member-nations for the abort- 
ZE o the es ^ The patients escaped by | IB men lugging high-powered Sayyaf leader, had fed theisland- avoid the military ed Aug. 24-30 meeting ofthe gov- 
said they considered mhe ee The pies gi ar Dy | gunsandluggageontheirbacks. province and his group was first His group had merged witha ernmentand the CPPNDE 
e e Weal ee ard pi Hesaidtheforeignerswereini- sighted in Sultan Kudarat last local gang and some MILF rebels ` These “irritants,” he assured, 
agar PDI Southern Lunon Buren, | tally sighted on Monday. week, Jalandoni said. according to an earlier military would all be addressed to end 
sar Neil id the MUR APTE s "They could be Afghan, Pak- The military has launched a report. Charlie C. Señase, PDI Asia's longest insurgency prob. 
Ge Sch istani or citizens from ArabS$peak: - massive manhunt for Hapilon's Mindanao Bureau and AP js is 
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House eyes immediate passage of tax 


ka reba os — 


By Carlito Pablo 


THE HOUSE is rushing the spproval of the 
proposed tax amnesty bill aimed at raising at 
east P9 billion in additional revenues for the 
cash-strapped government, 

Floor deliberations on House Bill No. 2933 
will start next week before Congress goes ona 
brief recess starting Sept. 23. The tax amnesty 
bill was earlier endorsed for approval by the 
House ways and means committee through 
committee report No. 26. 

“The Presidential Legislative Liaison Office 
was given a copy of the committee report with 
a letter requesting to have the measure certi- 
fed as urgent by President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo," House Majority Leader Rep. Prospero 
Nograles (Lakas, Davao City) said. 

Nograles also said the ways and means 
committee will conduct hearings on another 
pending tax measure, the indexation of the 
so-called sin taxes on tobacco and alcohol 
products, during the congressional break. 

‘The sin tax measure is expected to generate 
P14 billion in fresh revenues, 

On Tuesday, the ways and means commit- 
tee chaired by Rep. Jesli Lapus (NPC, Tarlac) 
completed deliberations on the tax amnesty 
bill. Lapus will sponsor the measure on the 
floor next week. 

Under the bill, all persons and parties 
wanting to avail Of tax amnesty will be re- 
quired to file a tax amnesty return accompa- 
nied by a statement of assets, liabilities and 
networth (SALN) as of Dec. 31, 2003. 

The requirement for the. 
will cover “corporations, including tax-ex- 
empt organizations, but are otherwise tax- 
able on their income from any properties or 
activities conducted for profit,” said Lapus. 

Lapus said these tax-exempt entities include 
church and religious organizations which re- 
centiy asserted their tax exempt privileges. 

Lapus seid there are existing regulations 
which will guide the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue to determine which activities by these 
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amnesty bill ` 


Church and religious organizations are 
deemed commercial or profit generating, and 
the corresponding taxes thereto, ` 

“These activities will now be taxable,” La-» 
pussald, 

‘The bill requires the following persons without: 
pending or outstanding assessments for any na! 
tonal intemal revenue taxes to file their SALNS: "7 

"Individuals, whether employees, selfem- 
ployed professionals. 

“Trusts and estates, 5 

*Tex-exempt organizations with taxablein-?? 


comes, 
“Taxpayers with subscribed capital 
above P50 million. 

“Taxpayers with subscribed capital of 
above P20 million upto P50 million, 

“Texpayers with subscribed capital of 
above P5 million upto P20 million, 

“Taxpayers with subscribed capital of P5 
million and below. 

“Orher juridical entities, including but not 
limited to cooperatives and foundations, that 
have taxable income as of Dec. 31, 2004, 

The bill provides that taxpayers with assess- 
ments for taxes, whether protested or pending 
with the BIR, may avail of the tax amnesty 
‘equivalent to 10 percent of the assessed tax. 

‘Upon full compliance with the conditions of the 
amnesty a taxpayer shall be immune from related 
civ, criminal and administrative penalties. 

The bil, however, provides that tax 
amnesty cannot be extended to the following: 

‘Withholding agents with respect to their | 
withholding tax liabilities. 

*Those with pending cases falling under 
the jurisdiction of the Presidential Commis- 
sion on Good Government. 

“Those with pending cases involving unex- 
plained or unlawfully acquired wealth or un- 
der the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act. 

“Those with pending investigations involving 
violations ofthe Anti Money Laundering Act. 

“Those with pending cases for tax evasion 
and other criminal offenses under the Nation- 
al Internal Revenue Code of 1997. 


RICE subsidies for military families have 
| been cut off in line with the governments 
beletightening program, a military spokes- 
man said yesterday. 
` “The defense department has run up a bil 
‘of P533 million with the government’ grains 
trading arm on the rice subsidies, which have. 
been suspended, Lt Col. Daniel Lucero said. 
He said the subsidies were suspended ear- 


AFP cuts rice subsidy 
for soldiers' families 


lierthisyearasthe armed forces had used the 
fonds instead to improve soldiers salaries. 
Subsidies will resume only after the mili- 
tary settles its accounts with the state-rur ^l." 
National Food Authority, headded..” ` 
President Macapagal-Arroyo last month T 
imposed austerity measures on govern-~ f- 
ment agencies to avert what she described 
asa looming fiscal crisis AFP 
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Christmas cheer hinges : 
on tax bills, says GMA + 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


WHETHER Filipinos will have a 
bleak or joyous Christmas this 
year will depend on whatever tax 
measures manage to squeeze 
congressional 
wringer, according to President 


A lot of things depend on the 
passage of the revenue measures, 
chief of which was the "signal" it 
would give to the world and the 


Philippines has the will to address 
a deepening fiscal crisis, t 

dent Said at a luncheon with the 
Malacahang Press Corps yesterday. 

‘According to Ms Arroyo, ifthe 
country gives out such a signal, it 
‘would result in a reduction of the 
interest on the debt that the 
Philippines has to pay, thereby 
freeing more funds in the nation- 
al budget for direct services, 

"What we can give for direct 
services is what would determine 
what kind of Christmas we will 
have," the President said. 

Ms Arroyo said that despite the 
fiscal crisis, the Philippines has 
maintained the confidence of for- 
eign investors, as evidenced by a 
493 percent increase in invest- 
ments this year and the fact that 
international financial institu- 
extending loans to 


“So far we're still okay; people are 
stil lending to us in the fund mar- 
Yet. But, really theyre waiting for 
the signal of political wil,” she said. 
She said increasing revenue 
collections was key, thats why 
was important for Congress to 
pass the eight new tax measures 
that she submitted, she said. 
“We just have to show that ev- 
exybody is willing to make sacri- 


The President has set the tone 
for austerity and sacrifice as she 
struggles to keep a lid on the bal- 
looning budget deficit. She has 
asked the Malacafang kitchen to 
stop serving elaborate meals 
Moreover, the simpler meals are 
to be served in plastic utensils. 

But for the President's luncheon 
with Palace Jepomers yesterday, 


the meal that consisted ofa slice of. 
fish in tomato sauce, one cup ric: 
and steamed vegetables was 
served on Palace china with silver 
utensils. A serving of fruit salad 
and tea capped the simple lunch. 

Ms Arroyo admitted that a sig- 
nificant part of the governments 
annual budget has been going in“ 
to domestic and foreign borrow: 
ings that have piled up over the 
years, depriving the people of 
funds for basic services. 

“The President said she was sat- 
isfied with the commitment of the 
House of Representatives to pass 
four of the eight tax measures be- 
fore the year ends. 

“1 think that’s good, that's half 
afit,” she said, 

But she said she was leaving it 
to Congress to decide which mea- 
sures to approve fist. The House 
has so far considered the pro- 
posed tax amnesty law. 

While there are those who 
‘would question the wisdom of a 
tax amnesty law, the President 
said she believes it would con- 
tribute to increased revenues. 

She said the target of an 
amnesty were the people who 
have not been paying the right 
amount of taxes in the past. She 
expected that these people would 
want to correct this and that 
would mean additional revenue, 

"There is a debate [on the 
amnesty law] but the practicality is 
that there are those who are wiling 
to contribute for what they did not 
payin the past,” Ms Arroyo said 

"The President said she was not 
going to defend each of the eight 
tax measures recommended by her 
economic managers to Congress. 
She said the recommendations 
closely approximated those made 
by the 11 UP School of Economics 
professors who sounded the alarm 
on the threatened fiscal crisis in a 
paper that they publicized recently. 

“1 submitted them [the pro- 
posed tax measures] to Congress. 
told Congress, however, that my 
economic managers do not have 
a monopoly of wisdom, I'm just 
telling them we have to raise P80 
billion, if they have better ideas,” 
she said. . 
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DECS urges flunkers 


= By DonaZ. Pazzibugan 


PUBLIC high schools have been 
told to accommodate more of 
their freshmen students in the 
“bridge program” following 
the dismal results ofthe second 
High School Readiness Test. 

Education Secretary Floren- 
cio Abad has ordered public 
high school officals to con- 
vince parents of students who 
flunked the second HSRT ad- 
ministered on Aug. 31 to take 
„the extra school year. 

wt, “On the basis of the decision 

Tf parents, school administra- 
tors: should organize new or 
Padditional sections for the 

NN “bridge program in their respec- 

{tive schools,” Abad said in a 
memo dated Sept. 8. 

The new bridge sections 
should be in place by the start 
of the second grading period, 
which began Sept. 10. 

The bridge program is a 
year-long intensive tutorial on 
English, Science and Math for 
incoming high school fresh- 
men who are deemed to be 
slow learners. 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE SUPREME Court hes af- 
firmed its decision to uphold the 
nationwide gun ban that Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo declared. 
2008. 

In a one-page resolution dated 
Sept. 7, the high court denied 
“with finality” the motion for re- 
consideration filed by former So- 
licitor General Francisco Chavez, 
who had questioned the gun 
 ban's legality. 

“The court resolved to deny 
with finality the said motion for 
reconsideration, as the basic is- 
sues raised therein have been 
passed upon by this court and no 
substantial arguments were pre- 
sented to warrant the reversal of There are an estimated 32,000 
the questioned decision,” the tri- holders of PTCFORs who paid a 
bunal said. minimum of P4,000 each before 

Justices Alicia Austria-Mar- the gun ban. 
tinez and Conchita Carpio. “The result is a scandalous 
Morales did not participate in the scam involving about P128 mil- 
deliberation on the case since lion!” he said. “Does this honor- 
they were on official leave. able court's decision justify this 

obvious robbery?” 
June9 ruling The President declared the gun 

On June 9, the high court ban in January 2003 and ordered 
‘unanimously upheld the gun ban, then-PNP Chief Hermogenes 
saying that bearing arms is not a 


Ebdane Jr. to cancel existing PTC- 
cconstitutionally-protected right. FORs and suspend the issuance of 


Chavez filed a motion for re- 
consideration, saying that the 
gun ban should be voided since 
the Philippine National Police has 
not returned a total of P128 mil- 
tion worth of fees that gun own- 
ers like him paid to get Permits to 
Cany Firearms Outside of Resi- 
dence (PTCFOR) 

“Upon the revocation of their 
PTCFORS, petitioner and other 
gun owners did not get anything 
in return for the fees they paid to 
the government. They shelled out 
money for the required fees. The 
government, by canceling the 
PTCFORs, gobbled up the gun 


Scandalous scam 


these permits. Ebdane then is- 
sued a set of guidelines to imple- 
‘ment the gun ban. 


Citizen’s right 

Chavez insisted that citizens 
have the basic right to defend 
themselves, noting thata gun ban 
does not deter crimintls from 
committing crimes. 

“Even if the Philippine consti- 
tution does not expressly grant 
the right to bear arms, citizens 
have the inherent right to protect 
their lives, which cannot be taken 
away by any law" he said. 


‘No significant effect? 

He cited a study made by 
lawyer Roy M. Manuel Villasor of 
the National Defense College, 
which showed that a gun ban has 
“no significant effec" on the 
country’s total crime volume 


cent, respectively 


"No truth’ 

From 1993 to 1997, the number 
of PTCFORs increased from 20,957 
1o 66,449 but TCV decreased by 
265 percent. In 1998, the number 
of FTCFORS went down co 63,403, 

“TON increased by .69 percent, 
Villasor said, 

‘The study showed that there 
‘was “no truth” to the belief that 
"more guns result in more crimes." 
A gun ban will ot stop a criminal 
from committing a crime because 
criminals will simply choose anoth- 
‘er weapon, Chavez said. 

He added that the PNP should 
not be allowed to simply revoke 
gun licenses, 

Once a person is granted a li- 
cenge, "and sucha person complies 
‘with all the conditions therein, the 
license “cannot be revoked unless 
the grantee violates the conditions 
set forth therein,” he said. 

“Torule otherwise would cause 
havoc on society. Ifa license duly 
issued may be revoked at the 
whim and caprice of the issuing 
authority, then the exercise of the 
people's rights and privileges 
would be at the mercy of the 
those in power,” Chavez said. 


South Korean carrier granted additional flights to Clark 


The HSRT, which was first 


But because parents protest- 
gainst an added year of 


am. 

Villasor noted that despite a 
six-month gun ban during the 
1998 elections, TCV increased by 
89 percent. 

There were gun bans during 
the election years 1992 and 
1995, yet firearm-related crimes 
during those years increased by 
127.37 percent and 218.2 per- 
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‘THE PHILIPPINES will grant additional 
flights to South Korez's Asiana Airlines 
to Clark airport, a former US airbase in 
Pampanga, ‘Transportation Secretary 
Leandro Mendoza said yesterday. 

"The additional fights will be granted 
during bilateral talks on air service agree- 
ments between the Philippines and South 


Korea later this year, Mendoza said. 

“We will give Asiana additional rights 
to flyto Clark. We plan to give the Kore- 
an government additional frequency 
entitlements,” Mendoza said, adding 
that the Philippines expects more flight 
entitlements to South Korea in return. 

Mendoza did not say how many more 


fights would be granted to Asiana. 
‘Asiana makes five chartered fights a 
‘week to Clark airport on top of seven com- 
mercial and two cargo flights to the capital. 
‘The South Korean carrier has been 
planning to increase flights to the 
Philippines to maintain its share of the 
growing Korean tourist market here, 


Airport authorities have said they will 
develop Clark into a major international 
gateway at the cost of at least P2 billion. 
The sprawling Clark Airbase, once 
one of the largest overseas US airbases, 
was abandoned by US forces in 1991 af- 
ter the eruption of nearby Pinatubo vol- 
cano damaged its facilities. AFP 
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MIDDLE MANAGER MBA PROGRAM 
A focused 28-month program for employed managers training to 
become future CEO's and senior executives 
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MASTER IN HEALTH CARE 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
A 28-month program for professionals and leaders in the health sector 
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Office bours: e Se 


using gov't funds 
for private plane 


PRESIDENTIAL aide Luis Lorenzo yesterday 
defended using government funds to fuel a 
private jet amid an official crackdown on con- 
spicuous consumption meant to head off a 
looming fiscal crisis. 

Lorenzo confirmed a report by Newsbreak 
magazine that he used government money to 
pay for jet fuel worth P2.5 million on official 
hops across the archipelago in his previous 
post as agriculture secretary. 

‘The norm for officials on government trips 
isto fly business class on commercial airlines. 

Lorenzo, who was reassigned to become a 
presidential adviser on flagship infrastructure 
projects earlier this year, said he needed effi- 
cient transport to cover a lot of ground to ful- 
fill Arroyo's aim to revive agriculture, the sec- 
tor that employs the most number of Fil- 
ipinos. 

“Actually 1 was only charged for the price 
of gasoline. The cost of (leasing) the plane 
was not even included,” he said over dzBB 
radio, 

“1 had to cover a big area because I was a 
hands-on manager who followed upto ensure 
that projects are completed," he said. 

Arroyo last month imposed austerity mea- 
sures on government agencies to avert what 
she described as a looming fiscal crisis. 

Non-essential foreign travel for officials 
was banned and government offices were or- 
dered to trim their use of fuel and electricity 
by 10 percent. Arroyo also cut the number of 
vehicles in her security convoy. AFP 
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“THE BUREAU of Intemal Rev. Tat ang Resibo” was featured asa 


ee 


enue’s “Bayan, Txt ang Resibo” finalist under the category wire- CAN THE Philippines produce another Tony But, he said, “its time for another en- 
promo is among the finalists of less application. ‘Tan Caktiong? trepreneur to inspire others." 

the 2004 MIS Asia, Innovation The BIR also announced yester. _ Caktiong, president and chief executive of- Who will be the next Caktiong? 

‘Awards which will be held next day the revival of the Resibo pro- ficer of Jollibee Foods Corporation and the: — The answer lies in the ongoing search by 


‘week in Singapore. More than 
100 nominations were received 


Ject to celebrate the bureau's cen- 
tennial year dubbed as “Bayan, I- 


first Entrepreneur Of The Year Philippines 
winner, believes another Filipino can. 


bythe awards committee. Tatang Resibo 2004," Texters may... The founder of the phenomenally success- 
Deputy Commissioner Lila C. submit entry receipts with a mini- ful Jollibee food chain brought immense hon- 
< Guillermo of the bureau's Informa- mum of P100 purchase. Valid en- ortothe country last May when he bagged the 


‘World Entrepreneur Of The Year tite in rites 


tion Systems Group was informed 
held in Monaco: 


by the organizers that the BIRS 


tries are receipts issued from Sept. 
8to Dec. 15, 2004. 


SMS-based promo had been den. Thirty-eight winners, who will  -Caktiong said there are many Filipinos who 
listed bythe awards committee. . receive P25,000 each, will be possess the qualities of excellent en- 
‘The prestigious Innovation drawn from the 19 revenue re- : trepreneurs which he described as the capaci- 


‘Awards, initiated annually by MIS 
, Asia, pays tribute to distinctive pro- 
jects and programs in enterprise de- 
` ployment and the use of information 
« technology in Asia. Among its past 
awardees are CNBC Asia, Supreme 
Court of Singapore, Bajaj Auto India 
and Hong Kong Jockey Club. 
Guillermo said that “Bayan, I- 


gions on Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29; 
Nov. 5, 12, 18 and 26, and Dec. 3 
and 10. Monthly winners for the 
draws on Oct. 29 and Nov. 26 will 


ty to think beyond themselves, to persevere 
even amid trials and continue to dream of a 
brighter future. 

On the night in Monaco when his name was 
receive P1 million each. For the called, Caktiong said what immediately came 
Christmas draw on Dec. 17, three to his mind were “the faces of people who 
texters will win P1 million each have helped build Jollibee. 
while the issuer of receipts in this “Iwas there to represent the multitudes of 
draw willreceive P50,000 each... people who made our country proud." 
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the SGV Foundation and its partner agencies 
for the Entrepreneur Of The Year Philippines 
2004, 

‘The awards, considered the Oscars of inter- 
national business, was launched in the United 
States by Ernst & Young in 1986 to honor en- 
trepreneurs who had created and sustained 
successful, growing business ventures. Some 
40 countries are now participating in the pro: 
gram which is just on its second year in the 
Philippines. 

‘SGV Foundation runs the program here 
with partner agencies that include the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry, Bankers As- 
sociation of the Philippines (BAP), Philippine 
Business for Social Progress (PBSP), and the 
‘University of the Philippines College of Busi- 
ness Administration (UPCBA). The Citigroup 
Private Bank, San Miguel Corporation, CNN 
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and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines have also 
joined this year's search as sponsors. 

SGV Foundation chair David L. Balangue 
said the program jibes with “the government's 
focus on fostering entrepreneurship and 
grooming local entrepreneurs to take on the 
world market, 

“Through the program, we can show that 
the Philippines has the talent and capability 
to compete globally. More importantly, suc- 
cess stories like Tony Tan Caktiong and Jol- 
libee, which started from a mere ice cream 
parlor, will inspire other Filipino en- 
trepreneurs to work harder and be resilient 
even in the face of challenges and seeming de- 
feat," Balangue sai. 

This year, the Entrepreneur Of The Year 
Philippines Program will confer the Master 
Entrepreneur, Socially Responsible En- 
trepreneur, Small Business Entrepreneur, 
Woman Entrepreneur and Industry-Specif- 
ic Entrepreneur awards. This year's Indus- 
try-Specific Entrepreneur Award is for 
Agribusiness. 

From these category winners will be se- 
lected the Entrepreneur Of The Year Philip- 
pines 2004 who will represent the country 
in the World Entrepreneur Of The Year 
Awards in Monte Carlo, Monaco, in May 
2005. 

To qualify, the nominee should be a bus 
ness owner or founder who Is primarily re- 
sponsible for the growth of his or her compa- 
ny and still active in top management, The 
business must have been operating for atleast. 
two years. 

‘An independent panel of judges composed 
of leaders from government, business and the 
academe will evaluate nominees in terms of 
innovation, financial performance and per- 
sonal commitment to their business and com- 
munit 

Nominations end on Oct. 15. Self- nomina- 
tions are encouraged, as are those from sup- 
pliers, customers and others dealing closely 
With the entrepreneur. For details, contact 
lawyer Rodolfo O. Reyes, Entrepreneur Of 
‘The Year Program Coordinator, at 894-8376 
oremaileoyinfo@ph.eycom. 


THe DAILY. 
„„ GOSPEL: 


Saturday, September 18, 2004 
24th Week in Ordinary Time 
astReading: 1 Gor 15:35-37, 42-49 
Gospel: 18:4-15 
As a great crowd gathered and people 
came to him from every town, Jesus began 
teaching them through stories, or parables, 
“The sower went out to ow the seed, And as 
he sowed, some of the grain fll along the 
way, Was trodden on and the birds ofthe sky 
Ste ic up. Some fel on rocky ground, and no 
Sooner had it come up than i withered, be- 
cause it had no water. Some feil among 
"horns the thom grew up with the seed and 
choked i. Bur some fell on good soil and 
grew, producing fruit a hundred times as 
much? And Jesus cried ou, "Listen then, if 

Jou have ears ro heart” 

"The disciples asked him, “What does this 
story mean?" And Jesus answered, “You have 
been granted to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God. But to others iis given in 
the form of stories or parables, so that seeing 
they may not perceive and hearing they may 
nor understand.” 

Now hs she point ofthe parable: 

The seed is the word of God. Those along 
the wayside are people who hear it, but im 
mediately the devi comes and akes the word 
from their minds, for he does want them to 
believe and be saved. Those on the rocky 
ground are people who receive the word with 
Joy but they have no rot, they believe for a 
while and give way inte of tal, Among 
the thorns are people who hear the word but 
as they go their way are choked by worries, 
riches and the pleasures of life; they bring no 
fruit to maturity. The good soil, instead, are 
people who receive the word and keep it in a 
fentle and generous mind, and persevering 
patiently, they bear fruit. 

Commentary 

The soil is the heart, the place where the seed 
of God's word is to be received and hidden, and 
rom where tll appear în ts own time ina 
Texto of freshness and new ife. Bu the dif- 
Jiculey is that the soil is never perfect. 

1. “Some seed fell along the path...” The 
path is where everyone walks: its public. Its 
not a place of interest in itself; it leads else- 
where. When you are on a path you are be- 
been places, ouare nowhere The path hasno 
interiority. If I'm always on the way to some- 
where else (and which of us isn't nowadays?) 
| Trnowhere andthe word of God anno find a 

pleine. 

2. "Some seed fell on rocky ground..." The 
‘heart can be like a rock or a stone: solid, impen- 
etrable, self-enclosed, separate, unloving and 
love... Throughout the ages it has been a 
common metaphor for the heart. "Iwil remove 
the hear of Stone from ther flesh and gie 
them a heart of flesh” (Exk11:19). 

3. "Some seed fell among thos." It has a 
chance to grow there, but everything else i 
growing there too. MY power ls divided mo à 
thousand parts, and oniy one i avaiable for 
the word of God. It's like flicking through the 
pages of a magazine: nating remains in the 
Beart, even though everything was promised. 

Some seed fel on good so." s good 
soil when none of the above apples. Then the 
Heart is deep and soft and silent. Then 1 may 
hear che word of God 
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Vinarao back 
as prisons head 


PRESIDENT Maca- 
pegaAmoyo has 
appointed retired 
police general Vi- 
cente Vinarao as 
newheadoftheBu- 
Teau of Corrections, 

Vinarao — re 
places Bucor chief 
Dionisio Santiago. 
d "He did a good 

Job when he was the 
one (in charge of 
that)” Ms Arroyo 
told Palace reporters Academy and pres- 
during lunch at the idential adviser for 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ` 


PNP TOP BRASS 


GMA kin, 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


A RELATIVE of President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo has been promoted along with 
three other police generals at the 
Philippine National Police. 

Chief Supt. Oscar Calderon, the 
PNP’. comptroller who is said to be a 
cousin of the President, was given his 
second star and promoted to Director as 
were two other chief superintendents, 
‘Arturo Lomibao and Vidal Querol. 

Director Ricardo de Leon, the new 
head of the PNP anti-illegal drugs 
‘campaign, was promoted to deputy 


3 others promoted 


City yesterday: 
Calderon, who like the President hails 
from Pampanga, had been considered a 
“dark horse” in the race to succeed Di 
rector General Hermogenes Ebdane as 
PNP chief which was won by Aglipay 
Within hours of assuming the top 
PNP post on Aug. 23, Aglipay an- 
nounced that he was already working 
on the promotion of De Leon, 
Calderon, Lomibao and Querol. 
‘Camp Crame insiders believe De 
Leon's promotion may have been a 
way of appeasing him. De Leon held 
the coveted National Capital Region 


whodo notfind favorwith Malacatang ff 


or with whoever is the PNP chief. 
Apparently to further appease him, 
De Leon was appointed to concur 
rently head the PNPs Anti-Illegal 
Drugs Special Operations Task Force, 
a post previously held by Aglipay. 
‘Lomibao's promotion is seen as a 
sop to his bruised ego after his ap- 
pointment as director of the Calabar- 
zon region, another much sought-af- 
ter PNP position, was scuttled. 
Lomibao was supposed to have 
been moved out of the Criminal In- 
vestigation and Detection Group to 


papa. co CMM. 
C VE 


| StaneDicing Room. police afsirs director general (with three stars). Police Office post when he was Calabarzon, but the incumbent Chief ares 
Vinarao. served Santiago, former | PNP chief Edgar Aglipay had movedoutofthePNPanddesignated Supt. Reynaldo Varilla allegedly lob- $ ART aga 
as Bucor chief Gur- Armed Forces chief | promised the promotions to De Leon chief of the Philippine Center for bied tobe retained in the post. KIDOO ULTRASONIC Yn 3 
ing the Ramos ad. of staff, resigned | and the three generals who were offi- Transnational Crime. As a result, Chief Supt. Jesus Ver- NEBULIZER 
ministration where last week Juliet | cially given their new stars at the Though the PCTCis a powerful gov- 20sa, who was to replace Lomibao as [es 
he abo served as LabogJavellana | 116th National Law Enforcement Co- emment agency it has lately been seen CIDG director, will have to wait indef- 
ordinating Council meeting in Cebu as dumping ground for police generals. initely 
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. does things the Asian way 


From page Al 


Soriano did not give any statement to 
reporters and details of his meetings 
were not released to media. 

"It was very informal and 1 think that is 
the Asian way of building close ties," Cruz. 
told reporters. 

The only other Flipino-American gen- 
eralinthe US military is Maj. Gen. Antonio 
'Taguba, who recently created internation 
al headlines with his report about abuses 
allegedly committed by US servicemen 
against Islamic detainees in the Abu 
‘Ghraib prison in Iraq. 

‘This is Soriano's first visit to his former 
homeland since his family from Pangasi- 
man, immigrated’ to the United States 
nearly 50 years ago. The general was a 
6-year-old boy then. 


Soriano’s credentials 
Aside from leading the I Corps, Soriano 
„is also commander of the Ft, Lewis, Wash- 
T ington, headquarters of the US Army Spe- 
cial Forces unit. He is also Director of 
Horieland Security, US Joint Forces Com- 
mand. The Department of Homeland Se- 
curity was formed by President George W. 
Bush to coordinate security measures af- 
ter the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on 
the United States. 

The US Army's 1 Corps plays a key role 
in American defense. US officials have 
proposed to transfer its headquarters 
from Fort Lewis to Kanagawa Prefecture 


Annan's wrong: Iraq war is | 
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ciety” ifit failed to back the war. 

Bush suffered an embarrassing blow 
when the vast caches of Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction at the core of his public 
case for war did not materialize, And the 
bloody chaos in Iraq and rising death toll 
among US forces there pose a threat to 
his hopes to win a second term in the 
Nov. Zelection. 

In an interview on Wednesday with 
BBC World Service, the UN chief said 
there should have been a “second resolu- 
tion’ from the Security Council to green- 
light the invasion which toppled Saddam. 
Hussein's regime. 

“Tve indicated that it was not in con- 
formity with the UN charter from our 
point of view, and from the charter point 


|EXECS ... 


FrompageAt 
rectors and executives were in fact receiv- 
ing reasonable salaries, like her appointees 
at the National Food Authority and Philip- 
pine Postal Corp. 

She also stressed that the planned ra- 
tionalization of GOCC salaries would not 
affect those "talented" directors and offi 
cers whom she did not want to lose to the 
private sector. 

‘She said she had left itto Boncodintode- 
‘termine how much the government should 
pay these “talented” persons to keep them. 
from quitting and taking private jobs. 

‘Through MO No. 25, issued in 2001, the. 
President s-spended salary increases and 
increased benefits for all senior officers 

, and directors or trustees and mandated all 

Í GOCCs to limit their pay scales to only 
twice the standardized rates for compara- 
ble national government positions. 

But GOCC directors and officers con- 
tinue to enjoy handsome salaries and 
perks, according to a DBM report. 

Boncodin said that in sexing their own. 
salaries, GOCC directors were not doing 

- anything illegal. But she said it was improp- 
ex, especially in light of the fiscal crisis. 

C, The President said that while rationaliz- 

+ ing GOCC salaries would yield only marginal 

* savings it would improve ethics in the gov- 
emment particularly at a time when the 
public was being asked to share the burden 
of solving the shortfall in revenues. 

“[GOCC executives} might have suf- 

i fered pain from their bottom lines but 

{ not necessarily in their individual pay- 

f checks,” she said, addi 

1 "Good govemance must always be 
marked by a culture of restraint, and sacrifice 
must bean inherent part of public service.” 

, She commended those executives 

{who had voluntarily announced taking 

1 pay cuts “while reorienting their respec 

“five organizations to the imperatives of 

į discipline and effectiveness’—an appar- 

| ent reference to Winston Garcia of the 

} Government Service and Insurance Sys- 

| tem and Fe Barin of the Securities and 

| Exchange Commission. 

i. Atihe lunch meeting, Ms Arroyo also an- 

* nounced that she had abolished the Presi- 
3 dental Committee on Effective Governance 

Land transferred its function of reengineer- 
ing the bureaucracy to the DBM. 

` “Like any other committee, itis not ef- 

` fective,” she said. "[The members] only 
meet and nobody does any checking on 

every corporation. Now its Emy's (Bon- 
codin's) responsibility.” 


in Japan as part of an overall Asian re- 
alignment being carried out by the US 
Department of Defense, the Japanese 
newspaper Asahi Shimbun reported in 
March. 

Asahi said the realignment was de- 
signed, at least in part, to speed up the 
response time to conflicts that might 
arise on the Korean Peninsula. 

If carried out, I Corps could supervise 
US Army forces now serving in South Ko- 
rea, Asahi said. It said that the Japanese 
government, thus far, had not warmed to 
the idea. 

Cruz told reporters that Soriano's visit 
was a “positive sign” for RAUS military re- 
lations and that the general expressed inter- 
est in the AFP Modernization Program and 
the Philippine Defense Reform Program, 
two projects intended to upgrade the coun- 
tays fighting force. 


In Soriano's footsteps? 

“Its a positive sign that he is here,” 
Cruz said. “He expressed his opinions 
‘and suggestions based on his own expe- 
riences. Afterall, at one pointin their his- 
tory, the US military also went through a 
period where they underwent upgrading 


oftheir forces. 

US-Phililppine relations were recently 
strained Manila pulled out its 
troops from Iraq to save truck driver An- 
gelo de la Cruz from beheading by Iraqi 
militants, 

Cruz also said that Soriano's visit high- 


of view it was illegal,” he said. 

‘After vowing to bring a second resolu- 
tion before the. security council, Bush 
gave up on the effort when it became 
clear that opposition from France, Russia 
and other members would doom the 
measure. 


Resolution 1441 

White House spokesperson Scott Mc- 
Clelan and -US State Department 
spokesperson Richard Boucher both de- 
nied that Washington needed a second 
resolution after UN Security Council Res- 
olution 1441 and other UN resolutions 
that preceded it. 

Resolution 1441 "gave coalition forces 
the authority they needed to remove 
Saddam Hussein and his regime from 
power” McClellan said as Bush cam- 


Former Danding lawyer disbarred for 
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attacked when nobody was looking,” the. 
high court said of Leo J. Palina whom it 
ordered disbarred for “gross immoral 
conduet and for violating his oath as a 
lawyer” 

1n a decision dated Sept. 15,2004, the 
high court granted ` Cojuangcos 
22-year-old complaint against Palma, his 
former private counsel, who had secretly 
married his daughter, then 22-year-old 
Maria Luisa "Lisa" Cojuangco, in Hong 
Kong on June 22, 1982 without her par- 
cents’ knowledge. 

Palma was then already married to 
Elizabeth Hermosisima with whom he 
had three children. 

“The circumstances here speak of a 
clear case of betrayal of trust and ." se 
of confidence. It was (Palma's) closeness 
to the (Cojuangco) family as well as the 
latter's complete trust in him that made 
possible his intimate relationship with 
lisa"theSCsaid - 

‘The tribunal said Palma's culpability 
was aggravated by the fact that Lisa was 
just a 22-year-old college student who 
was "under psychological treatment for 
emotional immaturity” 

"Naturally she was an easy prey" the 
tribunal said. 

The tribunal also pointed out that Pal- 
ma even secured a plane ticket from Co- 
juangco's office in order to marry Lisa in 
Hong Kong. 

“He exhibited a deplorable lack of that 
degree of morality required of him as a 
member of the Bar. In particular, he 
made a mockery of marriage which is a 
sacred institution demanding respect 
and dignity. His act of contracting a sec- 
ond marriage is contrary to honesty jus- 
tice, decency and morality” it said. 

‘The disbarment case had dragged on 
for years through the Pasay City court, 
the SC and the Integrated Bar of the 
Philippines which finally resolved it in 
March 2003. The IBP recommended that 
Palma be suspended from the practice of 
law for a period of three years, later re- 
duced by the IBP board of governors to 
only one-year suspension. 

The Supreme Court disagreed with 
the IBP’s recommended light penalty. 

“while (Cojuangco) himself admitted 
that respondent was a good lawyer, how- 
ever, professional competency alone 
does not make a lawyer a worthy mem- 
ber of the Bar. Good moral character is 


lighted the possibility of other Filipinos 
rising in the ranks of the US military. 

During his visit; Soriano will give a 
talk to cadets of the Philippine Military 
Academy. 

“General Soriano's accomplishment 
gives us pride and it gives impetus to our 
young men and cadets that they too 
could rise in the ranks,” Cruz said. 


Visit to his hometown 

Soriano's visit is upon a long standi; 
invitation extended by Abaya. Aside 
from visting the PMA in Baguio, Soriano 
is also to visit his relatives in Alcala, Pan- 


gasinan. 

Cruz did not say if Soriano discussed. 
counterterrorism and the country’s ef- 
forts to fight global terrorism during his 
talks with Philippine officials. 

Besides meetings with defense and 
military officials and his visit to the PMA, 
Soriano will also meet with officials of 
the US Embassy and US military person- 
nel temporarily assigned in the Philip- 
pines. 

Acheckered career 


infantry training to enhance the AFPs 


paigned in this historically Democratic 
stronghold. 

"There were, as we've pointed out be- 
fore, 17 resolutions, including Resolution. 
1441, that detailed Iraqs obligations, its 
refusal to disarm and the consequences 
for non-compliance,” said Boucher. 

“So we think that was a very solid ba- 
sis, legal basis, for the war. And that's the 
basis on which we proceeded,” Boucher 
told reporters in Washington. 

But the US ambassador to the United 
Nations at the time, John Negroponte, 
had said Washington reserved the right 
to actif the world body did not, but also. 
said that 1441 was not UN authorization 
for US military action. 

“This resolution contains no hidden 
triggers and no automaticity with re- 
spect to the use of force,” Negroponte, 


THE SUPREME Court defines immoral 
‘conduct as “that conduct which is will- 
ful, flagrant, or shameless, and which 
‘shows a moral indifference to the opin- 
lon of the good and respectable mem- 
bers of the community.” 

Itis one of the grounds provided by 
the Rules of Court which may merita. 
ladyer's disbarment or suspension from 
the practice of law. 

Disbarment is theultimate disci- 
plinary penalty against a lawyer for it 
barshimfromprackinglmwinhe —. 
‘country. Suspension may be for months 
and years, depending on the gravity of 
the charges. 

(Other grounds for disbarment and 
suspension against a member of the bar 
are any deceit, malpractice, or other 
{gross misconduct, grossly immoral con- 
duct, or by reason of his conviction of 
crime involving moral turpitude, or for. 
any violation of the Attorney's Oath 
"which he is required to take before ad- 
mission to practice of aw, or for a wilful 
disobedience of any lawful order of a su- 
perior court, or for corruptly or wilfully 
appearing as an attorney for a party toa 


always an indispensable requirement,” it 
said. 

The SC said Palma's act “was manifestly 
immoral. First, he abandoned his lawful 
wife and three children. Second, he lured 
an innocent young woman into marrying 


him. And third, he misrepresented himself 


as a "bachelor so he could contract mar- 
riage ina foreign land." 

The tribunal dismissed Palma's de- 
fense that he “really loved Lisa and since 
he married her, he cannot be charged 
with immorality” 

“His reasoning shows a distorted mind 
and a brazen regard on the sanctity of 
marriage. In such relationship, the man 
and the woman are obliged to live to- 
gether, observe mutual respect and fi- 
delity" the court said. 
met Palma sometime in the 
1970s when the businessman was a dient of 
the Angara Concepcion Regala & Cruz law 
offices Dech Palma was the Acora lawyer 
assigned to handle Cojuangoo's cases. 

Cojuangco subsequently hired Palma 
as is personal counsel. 

“Consequently, Palmas relationship 


US ARMY Lt. Gen. Edward Soriano and Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of 
Staff Gen. Narciso Abaya execute snappy salutes during the Fil American general's 


visit at Camp Aguinaldo. 


counterterrorism efforts,” the embassy 
said. 

Soriano was commissioned as a sec- 
ond lieutenant of infantry upon graduat- 
ing from San Jose State University in 
1970 with a management degree. He 
graduated from the Army War College in 
1989. 

Hehasheld a number of command po- 
sitions with airborne, light and mecha- 
nized units in the US Army based on the 
mainland and around the world. 

He was Assistant Division Commander 
cf the 1st Infantry Division and Seventh 


GC 


Army in Germany as part of Operation 
Joint Endeavor in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
commander of the 7th Infantry Division 
and Fort Carson in Colorado. 


Medals won 

‘Among his awards were a Distin- 
guished Service Medal, two Defense Su- 
perior Service Medals, three Meritorious 
Service Medals, the Bronze Star, four ci- 
tations of the Legion of Merit and De- 
fense Meritorious Service Medal. 

He is married to the former Vivian 
Guillermo and they have two children, 


egal, says Bush 


now US ambassador to Iraq, had de- 
dared after 1441 passed. 

‘McClellan denied that Annan's com- 
ments would casta shadow on Bush's up- 
coming visit ata time when Washington 
has been ardently courting UN support 
DZ 

“The United Nations shares our com- 
mitment to help the Iraqi people build a 
free and peaceful future, and especially 
to hold free elections” scheduled for Jan- 
uary, said the spokesperson. 

Ata campaign rally here, Bush accused 
Democratic White House hopeful John 
Kerry of sending dangerously “mixed sig- 
nals” to friend and foe alike with his ex- 
planations for his stance on the war. 

“Mixed signals are the wrong signals 
to send to our troops in the field, the 
Iraqi people, to our allies and most of all 


case without authority to do so. The 
practice of soliciting cases at taw forthe 
purpose of gain, either personally or 
through paid agents or brokers, consti- 
tutes malpractice. 

‘Any person can flea disbarment, 
‘suspension or disciplinary complaint 
against a member of the bar before the 
Supreme Court or the Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines. The complaint must only 
be verified and must state clearly and 
‘concisely the facts complained of. It 
‘must also be supported by affidavits of 
persons having personal knowledge of 
the facts alleged or such other docu- 
ments as may substantiate the facts al- 


Ha complaints against justices, even 
iflawyers are jointly charged with them, 

it must be fled with the Supreme Court 

if fled before the IBP, the same wili stil 

be forwarded to the Supreme Court for 
disposition and adjudication. 

Proceedings against attomeys are. 
private and confidential. However, the fi- 
nal order of the Supreme Court shall be 
published like its decisions in other cas- 
es. PDI Research d 


with the Cojuangcos became intimate. 
He traveled and dined with them 
abroad. He frequented their house and 
even tutored Lisa,” the SC said. 

On June 22, 1982, without Cojuang- 
co's knowledge, Palma married Lisa in 
Hong Kong. 

Palma had misrepresented himself as 
a "bachelor" before the Hong Kong au- 
thorities so that he could marry Lisa, the 
high court said. 

“The day after the wedding, Palma in- 
formed Cojuangco about the marriage 
and assured him that “everything is le- 
gal” 

Cojuangco, who knew that Palma wasa. 
married man and had three children, was 
shocked. He found out, upon investiga- 
tion, that Palma had been courting Lisa 
during their tutoring sessions. 

Immediately, Cojuangco sent his two 
sons to Hong Kong to convince Lisa to re- 
tum to Manila and discuss the matter 
with the family 

On Aug. 24, 1982, Cojuangco asked 
the Pasay City Court of First Instance to 
nullify the marriage. He also filed disbar- 


to our enemies,” said Bush, who has ac- 
cused his rival of being fickle on national 
security. 

Bush said Kerry, in a radio interview 
on Wednesday, had said that “there were. 
no circumstances, none, under which we 
should have gone to war" even though 
he voted in October 2002 to authorize 
the use of force in Iraq. 

According to a transcript of the inter- 
view, Kerry was asked whether there 
were any circumstances today that justi 
fied the war in Iraq and replied: “Under 
the current circumstances, no, there are 
none that ste." 

"I voted based on weapons of mass de- 
struction,” the senator said, a pointed ref- 
erence to the failure to find the vast chem- 
ical and biological arms stockpiles Bush 
‘warned posed a threat to US security. AFP 


immorality 


ment proceedings against Palma. 

In his complaint, Cojuangco said “the 
great disparity in intelligence, educa- 
tion, age, experience and maturity” be- 
tween his daughter and Palma gave the 
latter “an overwhelming moral ascen- 
dancy over (her) as to overcome her 
scruples and apprehensions about re- 
spondent’s courtship and advances." 

“(He) courted Maria Luisa with persis- 
tence and determination and even pur- 
sued her in her travels: abroad under 
false pretenses that he was traveling on 
official business for complainant. To 
break down the final resistance of Maria 
Luisa and assuage her pangs of guilt, he 
made representations that there was no 
legal impediment whatsoever to his mar- 
tying,” he added. 

Cojuangco said Palma also failed to 
have his marriage with Hermosisima 
nullified and ask for "advice" from Lisa's 
parents as she was then just 22 years old. 

Palma asked the high court to dismiss 
the complaint on the ground of lack of 
cause of action. 

He claimed that Cojuangco failed to 
allege acts “constituting deceit, malprac- 
tice, gross misconduct or violation of his 
lawyer's oath.” 

As to the charge of grossly immoral 
conduct, Palma said that he married Lisa 
in “utmost sincerity and good faith” and 
that "it is contrary to the natural course 
of things for an immoral man to marry 
the woman he sincerely loves.” 

‘On Nov. 2, 1982, the Pasay court ruled 
that Palma's marriage to Lisa was null 
and void ab initio, 

On March 2, 1983, the SC referred the 
disbarment complaint to the Office of the 
Solicitor General for investigation, 

Palma tried to stop the OSG investiga- 
tion in March 1984 but the OSG denied 
his motion. He then went to the Supreme 
Court, which stopped the OSG inquiry on. 
Dec. 19, 1984. 

“The case was later referred to the Inte- 
grated Bar of the Philippines Commission 
on Bar Discipline. The case dragged on un- 
til Oct. 19, 1998, when IBP Commissioner 
Julio C. Elamparo asked Cojuangco if he 
was still interested. 

Cojuangco said he was still interested 
but Palma failed to attend the hearings 
even until the deadline lapsed on Jan. 
24, 2002. 

With Palma's failure to attend the 
hearings on his case, the IBP set the case. 
for resolution. 
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FALLUJAH, Iraq—At least 44 peopl 
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the WORLD 
44 killed in US air strikes in Fallujah 


le were killed Friday as US forces 


continued their relentless strikes against targets allegedly connected 
to al-Qaida-linked extremist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi near Fallujah, 
medical sources said, adding that many of the victims were women 


and children. 


Several air raids were carried out after 
midnight, hitting the village of Zoba, 
some 16 km south of the insurgent 
stronghold of Fallujah, and demolishing 
13 houses, the sources said. 

"The final death toll was 44 dead and 27 
injured, the Iraqi health ministry said. 

Earlier, a Fallujah doctor, Ahmed 
Halhli told AFP 30 bodies were brought 
from Zoba to Fallujah general hospital as 


well as 40 wounded. He said many ofthe 
victims were women and children: 

The doctor also said two women were 
killed and eight people wounded in an- 
other raid on Fallujah's Shuhada neigh- 
borhood, which has been repeatedly tar- 
geted by the US-led coalition. 

‘Witnesses said several people were 
still trapped in the ruins of the destroyed 
houses in Zoba. 


“With the authorization of Prime Minis- 
ter (Iyad) Allawi, Multi-National Forces- 
Iraq conducted a precision strike and de- 
stroyed a terrorist compound known to be 
used by the Abu Musab Al Zarqawi terror- 
ists for the planning of activity subversive 
to the Iraqi government and its people,” a 
US military statement said. 

"The terrorists targeted in this suike were 
believed to be associated with recent bomb- 
ing attacks and other terorist activities 
throughout Iraq that have resulted in the 
deaths of numerous Iragi citizens,” i said. 

The military later said it killed 60 for- 

ign fighters in what it described as a 
strike that leveled a three-building com- 


pound on the outskirts of Fallujah. 

The military claimed up to 90 foreign 
fighters had gathered inside the com. 
pound to plot attacks against US and Iraqi 
forces when the coalition forces attacked. 

The claim could not be verified and it 
was not clear whether the death toll re- 
ported by the Fallujah hospital included 
any of the foreign fighters. 

‘Three US Marines died Thursday in 
Al-Anbar province, which includes Fallu. 
jah and Ramadi, but the location was not 
specified. The killings were not linked to 
the late night strikes. 

Fallujah general hospital, which has 
been flooded with casualties because of 
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the repeated strikes in recent days, was 
filled with chaotic scenes early Friday as 
civilians brought their own wounded in 
and ambulances arrived. 

On Monday, US strikes in the area 
killed 15 people and wounded scores. 

When killed in combat, foreign fight 
ers are not always brought to govern. 
ment hospitals and morgues and often 
remain unaccounted for. 

The US military said the strikes were 
conducted at 9:45 p.m., adding that the 
foreign fighters were pushed toward a vil- 
lage, forcing the army to “discontinue the 
engagement of those terrorists in order to 
protect the civilian populace” AFP 
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SEPTEMBER 18, 2004 - BATANES DAY 
AM - RAFTS.AND ARTS DEMONSTRA- 
TION, Basket Weaving, Vakul Making etc 
VIEWING OF EXHIBITS AT THE IVATAN 
a, HOUSE & BOOTH SHOPPING, 
PM — ONE STOP SHOP INFORMATION, 
FAST FACTS, TOUR PACKAGES OF BETC 
AND BATANES RESORT; CRAFTS AND 
ARTS DEMO; AUDIO VISUAL PRESENTA- 
$ TION AND SHOWING: FOOD TASTING — 
$ 


HEDIAWEE COMMUNICAT 


Sc 


à 5 


37 


On 


SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 


TATION Featuring the ypical haan way of 
Cooperatiism and 
riy dubbed As PAYUHWAN FESTIVAL 


SEPTEMBER 19, 2004 - BATANES DAY 
AM - CRAFTS AND ARTS: DEMONSTRA- 
TION + Basket Weaving Vakul Making VEW- 
ING OF EXHIBITS AT THE IVATAN HOUSE 
& BOOTH SHOPPING 

PM — ONE-STOP SHOP INFORMATION: 
CRAFTS AND ARTS DEMO; IVATAN LAN- 
GUAGE LEARNINGISTORY 

TELLING: AUDIO VISUAL PRESENTATION: 
MASS: CULTURAL PRESENTATION: Feature 
ing the typical haan way of Cooperatvism 
and unity dubbed As PATUHWAN FESTIVAL: 
MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT: AUDIO-VISU- 
AL PRESENTATION 


SEPTEMBER 20 -21, 2004 - NUEVA 
VIZCAYA DAYS TRADE FAIR: Sreet Dane- 
ing: CULTURAL PRESENTATION + Songs, 
dances, et. Stage Pay + wlan Yumina: Leg- 


end d Salinas Salt Spring: FOOD SAM- 
PUNGITASTING-Topig And lands 


SEPTEMBER 22-23, 2004 - AGGAO 
NAC CAGAYAN FESTIVAL 

‘AM - TRADE, INVESTMENT & TOURISM 
FAIR: FOOD SAMPLING CRAFT DEMO: 

PH — HOLY MASS: VIDEO PRESENTATION: 
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES FROM CA- 
GAYANOS 


SEPTEMBER 24-25, 2004 - TUGUE- 


GARAO CITY DAYS. 

AM -FILMVIEWING 

PM - CRAFT DEMO - Sabot Making HOLY 
MASS; CULTURAL PRESENTATION; FOOD 
SAMPLING - Tsokolate (cacao) CRAFT 
DEMO - Salakot Making FILM VIEWING CUL- 
TURAL PRESENTATION 


SEPTEMBER 26, 2004 - QUIRINO DAY 
AM — Fim Showing STREETDANCING CUL- 
TURAL PRESENTATION 


ing VIDEO SHOW: CULTURAL PRESENTA- 
TION Dance: Drama (Legend d Aglipay 
[m 


SEPTEMBER 27, 2004 - QURINO DAY 
TOURISM AND TRADE FAIR. 

PM. REGIONAL TOURISM QUIZ CON- 
TEST: CRAFT DEMO (fossilzed flower mak- 
ing: CULTURAL PRESENTATION: STREET- 
DANCING: CULTURAL PRESENTATION 
Dance Drama (Legend cf Aglipay Cave: FILM 
VIEWING 


SEPTEMBER 28 -29, 2004 - SANTIA. 
GO CITY DAYS VIDEO PRESENTATION! 
TRADE FAIR SANTIAGO CITY 

PROGRAM 

PM - CULTURAL PRESENTATION 


SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 1, 2004 
TOURISM AND TRADE FAIR 

PM - CULTURAL PRESENTATION + Singing 
Priest of the 

Archdiocese of Tuguegarao ` Cultural Group 
of Isabela 

State University - Echague Campus 


OCTOBER 2 -3, 2004 - ISABELA DAYS 
FILMVIEWING; (Power point & tapes) 

PM -. FOOD SAMPLING - Pansit Cabagan 
(Cabagan) + Bnally & Instar (agan): CRAFT 
DEMO - Palanan Weavers (Palanan) ` Wood 
Caring (llagan): FILM VIEWING (power point 
& apes): CULTURAL PRESENTATION + T- 
din ding ` Message by Congresswoman He- 
nedina Abad + Musical Instrumental Rendiuons. 
` Harana Ivatan: MUSICAL ENTERTAIN- 
MENT; TADAN" VATAN GALA DANCE 
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Bush, Kerry in tight race, fresh polls indicate : 


WASHINGTON—Fresh polls showed Bush opening up a mar- m gested the presidential debates “believe when bodies say some 
Showed the biter and volatile presi- gin of two to 12 points. expected to begin in two weeks thing, they better mean it" Bush * 
dental race between George W But although Bush's post-con- could be crucial with 61 percent said, making no mention of his fail- 
Bush and John Kerry backtoadead vention “bounce” appeared tobe [12 ofvoters planning to tunein. — ureloWin UN Security Council sup- ° 
heat as the two candidates stepped subsiding less than seven weeks Fas r While Kerry and the Democrats port for a second resolution expl 
Uptheirwarofwordsoverinaq._ beforethe Nov. 2 election, thelat- It have vowed to refocus their cam- ly authorizing the use of force. 

* Surveys released Thursday by ` est numbers still had some worry- 9: ` paign on the lackluster USecono- The Republican also reiterated 
the Pew Research Center and ing news for Kerry: my rag again dominated the de- he would have invaded Iraq even if 
Harris Interactive had Kerry wip- Bush held a double-digit lead on bate Thursday amid continuing he knew no unconventional 
Ing out a solid lead Bush forged his capacity to manage the Iraq cri- turmoil and new criticism from weapons would be found, and he : 
with a month of attacks on his sis and led nearly two-to-one on the United Nations. assailed Kerry as a waffler who first | 
Democratic rival capped by the combating terrorism, Pew said. If x 3 Bush, campaigning in Minnesota voted to authorize the use of force , 
Republican national convention. Keny regained a shrpoint lend on% V. d state, defended the March 2003 in- in Iraq and then opposed the wat 

21 The Pew data showed the Mas- the economy it was sll down from vasion which UN Secretary General "Mixed signals are the wrong 
Sachusetis senator clawing his way a 1S-point margin in August, Kofi Annan called illegal, and ac. signals to send to our troops in 
buckfroma 12pointdeficitamong The Pew poll also confirmed used Keny of sending dangerous the field, the Iraqi people, to our 
registered voters interviewed be- Kerry's backing was soft. Sixty- “mixed signals" onthe operation. allies and most of all to our ene- 
tween Sept. 8 and 10 to a 46-46 one percent of those backing the 4 The president did not directly mies, Bush told rally 

‘percent tie four days later. Democrat said they were more se KERRY e address Annan's remarks but re- “I is critical that the president - 
BSA Harris poll of likely voters anti-Bush than pro-Kerry, while ferred to the UN Security Council ofthe United States speak clearly ^ 
published inthe Wall Street Jour. 78 percent ofthe presidents sup term, up fom 44 percent in Au- droppedfrom66to43 percent. resolution. in November -2002 and consistently in this time of 
Tilted Keny up 48-47 percent porters were positvely pro-Bush, get Even Democrats were pes. Pew said the pool of uncertain waming of “serious consequences" = great threat in the world and not 
‘Thetwin findings were inmarked Sixty percent of voters expected  simistie about Kerr's chances: the voters had increased from 21 to if Iraq did not account for its change positions because of ex- 
dontast to previous surveys that Bush to win a second fouryear number predicting victory for him’ 25 percent since June and sug- pediencyorpressure” AFP 


Envoys taken 
to site of Nokor 
mystery blast 


BEUING-— Foreign diplomats taken to the ap- 
parent scene of a mystery explosion in North 
Korea were shown a large building site and 
told two blasts occurred, but South Korea Fri- 
day cast doubt on Pyongyang's expRifhation. 

Suspicions were aroused that a nuclear test 
could have taken place after South Korea re- 
ported last week a massive mushroom cloud 
was kicked up in an area known to contain 
storage sites for missiles and explosives. 

To prove this was not the case, North Korea 
tóok a group of foreign diplomats to what it 
said was the site of the explosion in rugged 
Kimhyungjik county Thursday 

"They went to a huge building site,” said a 
German diplomat in Pyongyang, who was 
briefed by German Ambassador to North Ko- 
tea Doris Hertramps who visited the area. 
“North Korea explained that there had 
ben two large explosions one on Wednesday 

jhd one on Thursday last week,” he said. 

s4 The North said they were controlled explo- 
ions to remove a mountain in preparation for 
onstruction ofa hydro electric power project. 

The diplomat confirmed they had been 
shown a hydro-electric plant but was unable 
to confirm evidence of explosions. 

` "Ies very hard to tell,” he said. 

X"The ambassador is not a technical expert 
50 we need experts to examine what we have 
been told and what we have seen.” South Ko- 
zèa now says it believes no such explosions 
‘Wok place at the site. 

It said the diplomats were taken to an area 
some 60 km east of where the suspected blasts 
were recorded—an area where Pyongyang has 
previously said it was building a vast dam. 

"We suspect there was no blast at all at the site 
where imeligence authorities originally thought 
there were indications of a blast,” Vice Unification 
Minister Lee Bongo told reporters in Seoul. 

, He said tharan earth tremor was recorded 
Bh the day of the suspected explosion, but it 
was found to have originated near Mountain 

jaikdu on the border with China, some 100 
Xin from Kimhyungjik county, and not where 
the diplomats went, AFP 


Prince Harry 


wants to carry 
on Diana's work 


"ÉbNDON-—Prince Harry, who turned 20 this 
week, says in a documentary about his gap 
year in Lesotho that he wants to carry on the 

lumanitarian work of his mother, the late 
Vince Dana 

t- "The Forgotten Kingdom: Prince Harry In 
{ sotho,”to be broadcast Sunday on Britain's 
train commercial FTV channel, features his 
first-ever on-camera interview. Excerpts were 
released for publication Thursday 

Harry vowed to carry on the legacy of his 
mother, who was killed in August 1997, a year 
after her divorce from Prince Charles, heir to 
the British throne. 

“believe ve gota lor ofmy mother in me, ba- 
sicaliy, and [think she'd want us to do this, me 
and my brother" Prince Wiliam, he said, refer- 
ing to his time with AIDS orphans in Lesotho. 

Harry, who is hoping to attend Britain's eli 
Sandhurst military college, spent eight weeks in 
the southern African country earlier this year 
during his gap year, or year off, shedding some 
of isimage asa gregarious party animal. 

"The documentary shows him playing with 
AIDS orphans and making friends with a 4- 
year-old boy, Mutsu Potsane, at the Mants'ase 
Children's Home in Mohale's Hoek. 

"He was just a really special il... No father, 
«so mother, really sweet, a little devil sometimes, 
‘but really, really good fun,” said Harry 

“Although he has not been tested, Mutsu is 
believed to have either the HIV virus or fall- 
blown AIDS and is unlikely to live past the age 
f 10. Both Mutsu's parents have died of the 
illnes. 

Harry was also filmed cradling a 10-month- 
old giri named Liketso, ina scene reminiscent 
Uf Diana's humanitarian mission to another 
African nation, Angola, shorüy before her 
Kä Am 
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Chechen owns school hostage-taking . 


MOSCOW- Radical Chechen rebel leader. 

Shamil Basayev purportedly took respon- 

for a recent series of terrorist at- 

tacks in Russia but put ultimate blame for 

a school massacre on Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

A lengthy e-mail attributed to Basayev 
and posted Friday on the Kavkaz-Center 
website said he had sent a letter to Putin 
proposing “independence (for Chechnya) 
in exchange for security" It was impossi- 
ble to confirm whether the text—signed 
by Basayev's nom de guerre, “Abdallakh 
Shamil, Emir of the Riyadus Salikhin Mar- 
me Brigade,”—on the website was gen- 
uine. But the site is considered a mouth- 
piece for Basayev and his previous claims. 
of responsibility have appeared there. 

‘The letter to Purin said that if Russia with 
drew its troops and recognized Chechen in- 

f| dependence, Chechnya would neither sup- 
port nor finance groups fighting Russia, and 
“we can guarantee that all of Russia's Mus- 


struggle against the Russian Federation, at 
least for 10-15 years, on condition that free- 
dom of religion (as is guaranteed in the Rus- 
sian Federation) be respected.” 

The letter said Chechnya would join the 
Commonwealth of independent States, a 
loose federation of former Soviet republics. 

"The e-mail said Basayev' brigade was 
responsible for an August explosion at a 
bus stop outside Moscow, the near-simul- 
taneous bombings of two planes the same 
night, a suicide bombing outside a 
Moscow subway station a week later, and 
the school hostage-taking in Beslan that 
‘ended in a hail of gunfire and explosions. 

More than 430 people were killed in 
the attacks, with some 338 of those 
deaths coming during the hostage crisis in 
the Beslan school. 

“A terrible tragedy occurred in the city 

; the Kremlin vampire destroyed 
and wounded 1,000 children and adults, 
ing the ordering to storm the school for. 


preservation of his own throne,” the e- 
mail attributed to Basayev said. 

Putin and other officials said repeatedly 
thatin order to avert a bloodbath, they had 
not planned to storm the school, where the 
attackers had rigged bombs surrounding 
the approximately 1,200 hostages. Accord 
ing to Russian officals and witnesses, after 
explosions rocked the school, and armed 
volunteers started shooting, the special 
forces opened fire, too. 

‘But the e-mail disputed that. 

"We declare that the Russian special ser- 
vices stormed the school, (and that) it was 
planned from the very beginning,” it said. 

Te alleged that Emergency ‘Situations 
Ministry workers who entered the school to 
purportedly collect bodies of hostages who 
had been killed early in the crisis were real- 
ly security service officers, and that the ex- 
plosions rang out only after those workers 
had yelled "Rum out!” to the hostages. 

The attackers’ demands had been clear: 


and a start to the withdrawal of Russian 
troops, or Putin's resignation if he “does not 
want peace,” the letter said. If the president 
would decree an end to fighting, the rerum 
‘of troops to their barracks and a troop with- 
drawal, it said, the attackers promised they 
would give the hostages water. And if the 
troops were really being withdrawn, they 
‘would have given them food. H 

“Asson as the troops are withdrawn from 
the mountains, we will let children up to age 
10 go, the rest after the full troop withdraw. 

said of the attackers conditions. 

“If Putin had resigned, the attackers 
would have freed all the children and left 
for Chechnya with the remainder ofthe 
hostages, the e-mail said. 

Putin bas firmly ruled out any negotiar 
tions with Chechen rebels, insisting that 
the war-battered region is retuming to 
normalcy under the Kremlin's twin pro; 
grams of vesting increasing authority in 
elected Chechen officials and law enforce- 


gh 
lims would refrain from armed methods of the sake of imperial ambitions and the an immediate stop to the war in Chechnya  mentservices and reconstruction... AP 
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“var kills 14 in US T 
GULF SHORES, Alabama— Hurricane van kiled 
atleast 14 people inthe southern United States, , 
with three states declared oficial disaster areas 3 
and three cities under duskto-dawn curfews. The 
Florida city of Pensacola, which suffered some of 
the worst damage from ivan after it struck 
Wednesday night, is added to a list of several lo- 
cals inthe southern part of the state that were 
devastated in th past six weeks by hurricanes 
Chariey and Frances. With the hurricane season 
infull swing and extremely active, Americans 
were now keeping an anxious watch over Hur 
cane Jeanne as it battered Puerto Rico and the 
Dominican Republic, possibly on ts way to the 
US coast. Authorities on Thursday imposed 
duskto-&awn curfews in Pensacola and in the Al 
bama cles of Gulf Shares, where the storm hit 
the coast, and Mobile. The measure was to pre- 
vent looting and help emergency teams circulate. 
AP 


Annan urges Darfur action 
UNITED NATIONS—Secretary General Kofi An- 
man on Thursday called on the UN Security Coun- 
dito take urgent action over a US draft resolution 
‘on Sudan's troubled Darfur region. "I have urged 
the Security Council to act on the draft resolution 
without delay and to be as united as possible," he 
told reporters. "it seems to me inconceivable that 
itshould fl to respond.” China has threatened to 
veto the measure and Ambassador Wang 
‘Guangya said earlier that Beijing stil had prob- 
lems with the dratt, which is aimed at pressing 
Sudan to rein in the Arab militias behind the Dar- 
tur bloodshed. The resolution hangs the threat of 
sanctions against Sudan's oil industry if Khar- 
toum does not end the violence, which has left an 
estimated 50,000 people dead and displaced 1.4 
milion more. APP 


Iran nuclear program 
VIENNA—The United States and Europe's three , 
main states reached agreement Thursday in Vien- 
mi ona UN draft resolution on Iran's alleged nu- 
Clear weapons program, a US official said. The 
resolution does nat set an Oct. 31 ultimatum for 
iran to comply with demands from tho UN nucie- 
ar watchdog, according toa copy of the text ob- 
tained by AFP. A US State Department official told 
AFP the text had been approved by President 
George W. Bush's top non-proliferation official, 
Undersecretary of State John Bolton, but stil had 
to be approved by Secretary ol State Coin Pow 
A It also must be approved by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency's (IAEA) 35-nation board 
of governors, meeting this week in Vienna. Many 
members of he board, including non-aligned na 
tions had been hostile to the US' insistence on an 
ultimatum. The United States which charges thal 
ranis secretly developing nuclear weapons, 
wouid kato see the IAEA board judge Iran in 
non-compliance with nuclear Non-Prolferaion , 
Treaty (NPT) safeguards and take Tehran before Y 
the UN Security Council for possible sanctions. 
Am 


Huge strike hits S. Africa 
PRETORIA--Hundreds of thousands of teach- 
ers, nurses, police and other public sector em- 
ployees walked off the job across South Africa 
fn Thursday to demand better wages in one of 
the biggest strikes since the end of apartheid a 
decade ago. Eight unions representing close ^ 
toone million employees launched tne nation: 
‘wide one-day strike and toid the government 
tocome up with a better salary offer in 48 
hours or face a new wave of protest action on 
Monday and Tuesday. "Negotiations have 
reached a dead end... the public service Is 
heading fora crisis," said Fekile Majola, the 
general secretary o the National Education 
Health and Allies Workers Union, at the main, 
protest march in Pretoria. The country's 
fargest labor federation, the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (Cosatu), sald 
about 700,000 workers, including 320,000 
Teachers, stayed away from work but the gov: 
ernment sald about 250,000 public sector 
Workers took part in the strike. Government 
negotiator Kenny Govendor tol AFP that ini 
tiat figures showed the education sector was 
most affected with 180,000—halt of ll teach- 
e15- downing chalks. “But there was no real 
impact in tna essentia services sector,” 
Govendor sald p 


Deadly mystery bird ailment 
ATHENS- wife experts are bated by the 
deaths of thousands of birds ata lake In northern 
Greece, a spokesperson for the Greek Omitholog- 
ical Society said. Atleast 4.500 birds are known 
to have died at Lake Koronia, a nature site sup- 
pose protected trom industrial pollution, tor 
Unknown reasons In just over a week. and the toll 
could rise to 15000 or more, Xenolon Kappas 
said am 
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Profits from crime 


“JN UR recent series on the epidemic of cell phone 
(0) thefts and robberies, which we've published in 
concert with our media partners, indicates several 
'Btoblems we've addressed in this space. The first is that 
‘fhe rampant theft and resale of stolen phones present one 
‘of the most accessible gauges of the governments law en- 
forcement efforts. Or, as our reports have shown, the fail- 
^ ure of those efforts. 
EDITORIAL Another remarkable thing about the 
S widespread racket involving stolen cell 
Phones is that we Filipinos spend a large percentage of 
‘Our resources on the service—both for the phones them- 
elves and the services cell-phone providers offer. 
© ‘The third thing is that consumers really have very limit- 
‘ed options when it comes to securing their cell phones. 

‘Our front page last Monday instructed our readers on 
‘How to get their International Mobile Equipment Identity 
"Br IMEI number. This number is needed when you make a 
geport to the National Telecommunications Commission 
‘in case your phone is lost or stolen. A reported number 
ican then be listed as stolen or lost, and the NTC can in 
fum instruct cell-phone companies to block those 
Iphones, making them useless. 

‘OF course, there is the problem that just as cell phones 
locked” to a particular telecom provider can be “un- 
Nocked” for P150 or less in stalls in many commercial dis- 
cts, the IMEI number of a phone can be changed by pro- 
fammers in the same stalls. This is, in fact, a security 
Problem that plagues all kinds of technology: the crooks 
"are often several steps ahead of the law enforcers. 
2+ However, when telecom providers state, as a spokesper- 

n for one company told our Business section last 
Wednesday, that cell phone theft is a “purely law enforce- 
ment issue,” they aren't being fair to consumers, To argue 
"that itis the job of the police to go after phone snatchers 
#asses the buck to the government, which is obviously not 
“hp to the job, while leaving consumers in the lurch. 

‘The fact is that if ways were found to make the report- 
“ing and disabling of stolen phones easier and more effec- 
aive for the consumers, a large portion of the law en- 
Jorcement work of the government would be done. A 
Siseless, disabled phone, is a phone that cannot be sold 
‘or traded. And we must ask what the telecom providers 
-have done to make cell phone security easier for their 
'eustomers. 

2 We have yet to hear of a telecom provider taking the 
ime, effort and expense to brief their customers on their 
“cell phone security options. It begins with most phones 
having a programmable security code, which the con- 
Sumer can program into their handsets, much like the PIN 
Jp an automatic teller machine. There is, too, the notori- 
‘ous PUK code, the importance of which is known to many 
‘gonsumers who inadvertently lose or trigger them, re- 
jtiring a call to the telecom provider. Then there is the se- 
jal number of each phone as well as its IMEI number. 
Se In sum, security for the consumer begins with informa- 
ition. Just as telecom providers spend millions in advertis- 
Wing the many attractive ways consumers can avail them- 
##lves of their services (and thus spend), these companies 
“should make it part of their responsibility to inform their 
customers on how to secure their phones. Between the 
itelecom provider, the handset manufacturers and the 
‘consumer, a whole array of options already exist to im- 
Prove cell phone security: ` 
Instead, no resources for cell phone security are offered 
“by telecom providers, because where's the profit in doing 
sb? A lost phone means increased sales, one way or an- 
other, whether for lost or damaged SIM cards, actual 
Handsets, or more prepaid cards. Lost phones, besides 
isupporting a growing and highly lucrative underground 
-eeonomy, eventually trickles down to handset manufac- 
‘turers. 
Is it unfair to argue that by omission, telecom providers 
am! prone 
"lid handset manufacturers are actually abetting crimi- 
nality? The telecom providers say this is actually what 
"media reports imply. But it is not media that imply this, 
##irly or not. Itis the public. And common sense. 
"We cannot continue passing the buck—or the phone. 
Telecom providers can play a large role in stamping out 
an illegal industry that thrives on petty crime and unethi- 
cal reprogramming of equipment. It cannot put all the re- 
sfonsibility on the NTC, or the police, because in the end, 
continues to profit, however indirectly, from the crimi- 
nelity of others. 
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A CASE involving millions of public funds al- 
legedly misappropriated, a Compromise 
Agreement claimed to have been entered into 
in violation of the Anti-Graft and Corrupt 
Practices Act, the Local Government Code 
and other laws, valuable real estate now occu- 
pied by the Provincial Capitol Building of 
Cavite and other public structures, and an 
‘Amended Decision sustaining the Compro- 
mise Agreement is expected to be filed mo- 
mentarily before the Court of Appeals to re- 
strain the enforcement of the said decision 
and eventually annul it. 

The petitioner is Juanito Victor C. Remulla 
in his capacity as vice governor of Cavite and. 
as an ordinary citizen and taxpayer. Among 
the respondents are RTC Judge Aurelio G. 
Icasiano Jr. of Trece Martires City, Erineo S. 
Maliksi as governor of Cavite, Renato Ignacio 
as legal officer of the province, the owners of 
the property subject of the controversy, and 
others. 

The case goes back to 1981 when the pro- 
vince of Cavite instituted expropriation pro- 
ceedings against lands consisting of 250,000 
square meters with a market value of PO.86 per 
sqm, fora total market value of P215,000. The 
province entered the whole property on Jan. 4, 
1982, with the permission of the court. In their 
answer to the complaint, the owners claimed 
that the current market value of their property 
was PAS persq mor 11,272,500 forthe entire 
area. 

In 1992 a committee on appraisal appointed 
by the court reported that the value of the land 
was P500 per sq m. in 1997 a new appraisal 
committee increased the valuation to P2,800 

` per sq m, which the province sought to reduce 
in 2003. Then in December of that year, Gover- 
nor Maliksi and Ignacio as legal officer of the 
province, entered with the respondents in the 
expropriation case into a Compromise Agree- 


OPINION 


Isagani A. Cruz 


ment that is now the bone of contention in the 
petition to be filed by Remulla. 

Under this agreement, the province of 
Cavite and Trece Martires City will retain only 
116287 sq m of the 261,250 sq m of the ex- 
propriated land, the rest to go back to the re- 
spondent owners. The province and the city 
will pay the defendants PSO million, and the 
expropriation complaint will be withdrawn. 
Without authority from the Provincial Board 
of Cavite, Icasiano joined the respondents in 
the expropriation case in asking for the ap- 
proval of the Compromise Agreement by the 
court, which was granted by Judge Aurelio 
asiano Jr. ina decision issued on March 18, 
2004. This was modified in the Amended De- 
cision of March 25, 2004 which will be ch 
lenged on the several grounds to be raised in 
the petition. 

The most questionable provision of the 
Compromise Agreement is the payment of 
50 million to the defendants in the expropri- 
ation case by Trece Martires for the reduced 
area of land to be retained by the former ex- 
propriators. It isthe rule in expropriation cas- 
es that the just compensation for the con- 
demned land should be its value at the time of 
its taking, which in this case was 1982. Its val- 
ue then was only PO.86 per sq m, or only the 
total sum of P215,000 for the original bigger 
area. Even at the defendants’ price of P45 per 
sqm, the entire area (which was reduced by 


the Compromise Agreement) would have 
been only P11,272,500. Yet for the smaller 
area to go to Cavite and Trece Martires, they 
will now have to pay the owners a whopping 
P50 million. 

In Republic v. Castellvi, 58 SCRA 336, the 
government entered the property as lessee in 
1947 and renewed the lease annually until 
1959, when it decided to expropriate the land. 
In determining just compensation, the owner 
said it should be based on the value of the 
property in 1959, with all the improvements 
introduced by the government, but the plain- 
tif said it should be 1947, when the property 
did not cost much, The Supreme Court held 
that the land should be appraised as of 1959, 
for that was when the government entered the 
property not as a mere lessee but as a perma- 
nent taker. 2 

‘As Cavite and Trece Martires took the prop. 
erty in 1982, it should not be appraised as of 
1997 as was done under the Compromise 
Agreement. The governor should have contin- 
ued with the expropriation, especially since. 
the land was already in the possession of the 
province and the city. The Compromise Agree- 
ment waived that advantage and might be 
considered greatly prejudicial to the govern- 
ment as to constitute a corrupt act under the 
graft law. The omission to first get the ap- 
proval ofthe provincial board before entering 
into such agreement, and without the neces- 
sary appropriation made for the prescribed 
payment, makes the transaction doubly sus- 
pect. 

Vice Governor Remulla has other objections 
he intends to raise when he brings this serious 
matter to the Court of Appeals. Whether he 
succeeds or not, he will be doing a useful ser- 
vice to the people by informing them of this vi- 
talissue that affects them as concerned and cu- 
rious citizens. 


Diamond opportunities 


TT seems there are a great deal of opportunities 
banging at the country’s door, so to speak. And 
the right kind of opportunities at that: for new 
export markets, for labor intensive, high local- 
value added agri-based industries. What more 
could anyone ask for? 

We're talking about the right kind of growth 
here, growth that will create jobs, that is pro- 
poor, certainly sustainable. Certainly an an- 
Ser to the country's prayers. So for heaven's 
sake, can we please open the door wide, grab 
the opportunities, and exploit them to the full? 

‘What are these golden, nay, these diamond 
‘opportunities? 

Coconuts, for one. So lets forget that phar- 
macologist Dr. Conrado Dayrit was for many 
ong years a lonely voice in the wilderness and 
virtually ignored, until an American nutrition- 
ist, Dr: Bruce Fife, came here last May and ex- 
tolled the therapeutic and nutritional values of 
the coconut (he was also, of course, publiciz- 
ing his very well-researched book). Let's put 
aside any lingering disgust that the local co- 
conut associations and the government co- 
conutczars acted like doormats while lobbyists 
for competing oils carried out a successful 
smear campaign against the coconut, so much 
so that even The New York Times once advised 
its readers to avoid coconut oil like the plague. 

That's all over now. Medical and nutritional 
research, particularly in the United States, has 
shown that coconut oil has it all over other oils 
(sunflower, corn, canola, palm, etc.) in practi- 
cally every area of comparison. Coconut prod- 
ucts are enjoying a major revival in the United 
States. What is needed now is for the govem- 
ment—ihe Philippine Coconut Authority, in 
particular—to get off its ass and work triple 
time on a worldwide information and market- 
ing campaign to put Philippine coconut oil on 
the world" radar screen. If New Zealand could 
almost single-handedly make the kiwi a world 
household word in fruits, so should the Philip- 
pines make extra-virgin coconut oil a world 


Get REAL 
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household word in food supplements and al- 
ternative health products. 

The joy of it all is that coconut oil can really 
be called “Nature's Blessing." Just take a look 
at the list of the health benefits of coconut oil, 
contained in Bruce Fife's book, "The Healing 
Miracles of Coconut Oil": it reduces risk of 
atherosclerosis and related illnesses; reduces 
risk of cancer and other degenerative condi- 
tions; helps prevent bacterial, viral and fungal 
(including yeast) infections; supports immune 
system function: helps control diabetes; pro- 
vides an immediate source of energy; supports 
healthy metabolic function; improves diges- 
tion and nutrient absorption; supplies impor- 
tant nutrients necessary for good health; sup- 
plies fewer calories than other fats; promotes 
‘weight loss; helps prevent osteoporosis has a 
mild delicate flavor; is highly resistant to 
spoilage (long shelf life); is heat resistant (the 
healthiest oil for cooking); helps keep skin soft 
and smooth; helps prevent premature aging 
and wrinkling of the skin; helps protect against 
skin cancer and other blemishes; functions as a 
protective antioxidant. 

No wonder local entrepreneur Ramon Tan 
of Carica Herbal Health Products calls a bottle 
of virgin coconut oil “botika sa botelya.” So 
convinced is he of the therapeutic and health 
value of the product that he takes every oppor- 
tunity to teach people in the rural areas how to 
make their own virgin coconut oil and urges 
them to take this on a daily basis like he does. 
He isalso trying to set upa production and dis- 


tribution system, Samahan ng Virgin Coconut 
sa Pilipinas, all over the country—composed of 
small farm and household entrepreneurs— 
that will provide uniform quality cold-pro- 
cessed virgin oil for sale either domestically or 
abroad. 

Can you imagine what this will do forthe in- 
comes of eoconut farmers? How this will impact 
on poverty alleviation as well as health im- 
provement? Is this not the very essence of rural 
industralization? So why is Tan doing it alone? 
Why doesn't the PCA, the entire government, 
get behind him? Setting and enforcing uniform 
standards are important. But so is packaging, 
marketing and product development. 

‘The story behind Carica Herbal Health 
Products, by the way is an inspiring one. It was 
established eight years ago by Ramon and his 
sisters Tina and Edita, professionals all, as 
their contribution to the development of their 
hometown of Catanauan, Quezon. Using in- 
puts which grow in the area, this food-supple- 
ment firm uses locally available inputs, with 
product lines that include fermented papaya, 
berries, noni fruit juices and herbal teas, with 
extra-virgin coconut oil as its newest, The firm 
now does a P100 million business (all profits 
are reinvested), which provides direct employ- 
ment to 100 factory workers and 10 "gather- 
ers” in Catanauan (all inputs are bought from 
farmers in the surrounding area) as well as 120 
sales workers in different Carica outlets. No 
wonder the New People's Army which is active 
inthe area leaves them alone. 

The firm exports 40 percent of its out- 
put—and is besieged by foreign buyers who 
askif they can produce such things as a com 
nation drink of green papaya and coconut wi 
ter (recipe provided by buyers). Some they en- 
tertain, others they have to tum down. 

By the way my entire family is sold on extra- 
virgin, cold-pressed coconut oil—four genera- 
tions of us, all told. Try it. We each take two ta- 
blespoons at night, straight or with a chaser. 
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AT THE RECENT independence anniversary of 
five Central American countries, namely Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Panama and Honduras, Í 
spent some time talking to some foreign execu- 
tives and diplomats. | welcomed the opportunity 
to get a perspective that at times 1 fail to see. This 
is probably true of many of us Filipinos who are 
‘wrapped up in our own problems; we fail to view 
the perspective from the other side, 

One foreigner I talked with is in the business of 
assessing for foreign investors the political and 
economic risks in this country He said the percep- 
tion abroad is that our Congress is frittering away 
precious time debating so many issues, such as 
the pork barrel and the GOCC salaries, when the 
more urgent thing to do is to address the budget 
deficit and how to raise revenues. This has raised 
the question of Just how serious the government 
is in addressing its financial problems. This ques- 
ton, in turn, has caused prospective foreign in- 
vestors to adopt a wait-and-see attitude. 


Tias steel that hn eie and 
e legislature have to work together to pre- 
vent a "real fiscal crisis” which could develop 
in the next few months, by concentrating on 
the "hard issues," instead of peripheral ones. 


Stressing that Ce has to pass those rev- 
enue measures, this analyst wondered why 
President Macapagal-Arroyo has not taken ad- 


vantage of her dominant majority in the House 
to effect this, [pointed out that the Senate ap. 
pears to be the stumbling t thi 
Source opined that the House ought to 
pass the revenue measures and then toss them. 
to the Senate, and "let the people judge." 


One diplomat wondered why there is all the 
fuss about the pork barrel reduction when it 
won't really reduce the budget, since the P907 
billion budget for 2005 already cuts it by 40 per- 
cent. The rest is still there, he noted. I opined that 
the abolition of the lump-sum pork barrel as pro- 
posed by Speaker Jose de Venecia and his group is 
à step toward more transparency and fiscal disci- 
pline, and in turn, this would make it easier for 
people to accept new taxes. 


HERES the concluding portion of excerpts from. 
Edna Vida Reyes-Frolan's account of “My Life af 
ter Maryknoli" written for her recognition as an 
Amazing Alumna” during this years annual Mary- 
knoll Miriam Alumni Homecoming. As is evident, 
Edna's not just an amazing Maryknolles she's an 
amazing artist, writer, wife and mother as well. 


NATALIA Makarova was a Russian prima balle- 
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Another foreigner opined that this thing about 

takes why make a Show of having sorooan 
asked, why make a show of having 

lunches and using plastic spoons at Palace func- 

tions? Weren't the china and silverware already 

bought? So, why not use them? 


all Congress has 

ous issues, when it should be | ir 

Sess ie doce help tjus keep assigning 
it doesn't help to 

blame, as the senators are doing. They want 

the President to admit to her “mistakes” on. 

various issues such as the GOCCs” conduet or 


the! if} 
ZE 


ASI sid earlier, the patient badly needs medical 
attention in the it the doctors 
are all still debating who's to blame for his condi- 
tion. Lets save the patient first. 


My blast against the dreadful condition of 


Life after dance 


Rina Jimenez-David | 


rina who was the star of the American Ballet 
Theater in New York. She was invited to per- 
form with Ballet Philippines in “Giselle,” a role 
in which she was acclaimed worldwide. The 
next important role, after Giselle and the male 
Jead Albrecht, was Myrtha, the Queen of the 
Wilis, a role reserved for every company's best 
ballerina. The ballerina who was to play Myrtha 
was vacationing in Germany Since I had the 
height and the jumps (Myrtha's solo variations 
are full of leaps and turns), the re-stager of the 
understudy. 


ballet chose me to be her 

When (the original Myrtha) arrived every- 
one was horrified... (she) had gained weight 
and was completely out of shape. After a series 
of rehearsals, the artistic staff decided I was 
going to doit. 

As soon as Makarova stepped out of the 
plane, her first question was: "Who is doing 
Myrtha?" On our first rehearsal, she eyed me 
critically as I quivered, wobbled and tumbled. 
1 felt that was it. She would never agree to 
dance with a miserable amateur. But she 
smiled, corrected me with a heavy Russian ac- 
‘cent and we became fast friends. 

‘Soon after “Giselle,” a Swiss ballet master 
told me he was considering me for the role of 
“Firebird” with Nonoy. He wasn't sure if he 
would choose me or a male dancer. I had one 
Year to prepare and it was the most nerve- 
‘wracking year. wanted the role so badly, Thad 
recurring nightmares about my rival. 

Before opening night, I was petrified and 
weeping. I couldn't warm up, much less 
breathe, By the time the swing touched the floor, 
the sopping Firebird couldn't budge an inch. 
"The rehearsal was called to a halt and an im- 
promptu meeting was held, Iwas told I could sit 


instead of stand. Not much help. A dancer has to 
warm up before entering the stage. As soon as I 
landed, Thad to dance an intricate solo followed 
bya pas de deux for 40 minutes nonstop. Nonoy 
and I had no alternates. We performed "Fire- 
bird” in 24) -A masseuse stood by 
to massage my feet just so I could complete the 
performance. After that I was very careful of 
‘wishing intensely for anything ever again. 


WITH NINE years behind us asa steady couple, it 
‘was time to get married. Since my parerits were 
against my marrying a dancer—no matter that he 
was a big star—we had to make do with our own 
resources. On our wedding night, Nonoy kissed 
‘me and rushed off to rehearsals. Such was our life 
in the performing arts. A wedding night was just 
‘one of those things. 

"When our first child, Michaela, was born, I went 
on leave. At that time Alice had moved to San 
Francisco and needed an associate director to run 
the company in Manila. I guess I was cutout for the 
position since I was not dancing. What unsettled 
me was that I was to be on top of prominent people 
in the company: Bil, our ballet master; Nonoy, the 
company's premiere danseur and rehearsal mas- 
ter; Jaime, our production manager, and ap- 
pallingly, Chiqui, my best Friend who was to be my 
secretary Iwas under them during my entire danc- 
ing career. The lessons I learned continue to have 
bearing on my thoughts and actions to this day. 

By then I was dancing, teaching and chore- 
‘graphing my own full length ballets. The hats 1 
‘wore bore down on my psyche every day: ad- 
ministrator, dancer, teacher, choreographer. 
How I loved tossing the last hat the minute 1 
boarded our car to head for home. But even 


the ladies’ room at Naia 1 drew an invitation to 


‘arranged | vate prosecu- 
tor at the Erap impeachment trial and later 
government corporate counsel, who had 
‘worked with Cusi in the Philippine Ports Au- 
thority that the latter headed prior to his new 
airport job. Cusi revealed that even his wife 
Angeles has been pressing him about the prob- 
Jem of unkempt airport toilets since he joined 
Naia last June. (I told him women are really 
more sensitive about this problem.) He said 
with a laugh that his wife was. 
SE 
lem-pl 
model toilet is being 
mised. 
rm 
small 


le and 
rt job. He said that a 
constructed and pro- 
tai ies tai of 
fetais Ike tis and that its now being 
addressed without spending too much money. 
Cusi, a Cebuano who was with Aboitiz Shipping 
for 19 years before he put up his own shipping 


company prior to his tment to the. me 

ment, is being credited with having in the 

Sas 
AT 

[a Pan GMA on 

projects like the Pinatubo rehabilitation. 


E 


land for transshipment to other points 

gion. A he mame oniy, ec gh lan 

but the new plans, which wil be facilitated 

Tehsbiltation of the North Railway, will 

push its development, staring with the construc- 
tion ofa spanking new passenger terminal. 

(More on this later) 


there Thad to put on a wife's hat. 

‘After our second child, Rafael, was born, 1 
just had to move on. It disturbed me that 
mothering 60 dancers I orphaned my two chil- 
dren. Being on top of the world meant little 
when the mother in me ached for domesticity. L 
asked Nonoy if 1 could resign. That meant half 
of our income down the drain. Would he take 
it? Yes, he said, and sol resigned. 


AFTER ANOTHER three years in the front 
lines, Nonoy at last bid dancing farewell. The 
audiences who adored him were distraught. 
His ex-partners from all over the world came 
to dance with him during the final curtain. Lit- 
tle did people know that their dedicated and 
noble artist had his electricity cut off because 
he couldn't pay his bills on time. I could not 
take the mockery of my husband's life as a Fil- 
ipin aris He was leaving the company with- 
out compensation and his only re- 
ward was a tiny Statue and the confetti that 
poured on him and his family on stage. 

After the ruckus of his “Tribute” at the CC? 
we sat in our living room and asked each other: 
What now? Okay, m going to write. That was 
income. And so I became a writer. I returned to 
my first love, writing. I wrote a column for The 
Manila Times and switched to the Philippine 
Star where I write for the arts to this day Fortu- 
nately an inheritance enabled us to buy a cam- 
era and computer equipment. Dabbling with 
video documentation, Nonoy won first prize in 
a CCP film ition. Now he has his own 
video business... his life after dance. 

My sisters and I often muse over our days in 

il. Our parents had been talented but 
humble artists who could hardly afford the tu- 
ition of Maryknoll and Ateneo for their six 
kids. We thank them profusely for their great 
sacrifice. Until now, I grab the most minuscule 
excuse to express my pride in the Maryknoll 
legacy. I would never have taken a crack at 
those objectives without the discipline, pri 
ples and moral values that I learned from 
School. I think all Maryknollers are amazing 
because Maryknoll isan amazing school. 


16th and 17th century urbanism 


“The ultimate test of a moral society is the kind 
of world that it leaves to ts children." 
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer theologian (1906-1945) 
(he quote has nothing to do with the following 
article. just thought Pd ruin your morning.) 


THE CAPITAL of the Philippines, strategic and 
commercial enclave, melting pot of different cul- 
tures, experienced various changes in its physical 
form’ during the 16th and 17th centuries. No 
doubt the first years’ constructions consisted 
mainly of nipa huts and it may have looked more 
like a Malay settlement than a European colony. 
Due to dangers from fires and typhoons, there 
was a move to shift to a sturdier material. With 
time the ciy began to acquire distin apex 

During the administration of Santiago de Vera, 

n of buildings of stone started. 
ied during the administrations of 
Perez Dasmariñas and Francisco Tello 

‘The prosperity of the inhabitants brought on 
by the Galleon Trade started to be reflected in the 
appearance of the city toward the end of the 16th 
century. Unfortunately the earthquakes during 
the 17th century forced a return to wooden con- 
structions. Many ruined stone structures were 
abandoned rendering a lamentable appearance 
to thecity. 

One of the smartest things the Spanish did was 
to build the Parian with houses and stores of the 
Chinese just beside the city. While it became the 
source of future disturbances, it was also one of 
the reasons for the massive settlement of Orien- 
tals in Manila and the considerable increase of 
‘commerce and trade. 

In 1583, there occurred a devastating fire that 
started in the monastery of San Agustin during 
the funeral of D. Gonzalo Ronquillo. The fire re- 
duced the city to ashes. As a result, the acting 

jovernor, Diego Ronquillo, ordered that new 
Touses had to be made of stone. 


SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 
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But it was during Santiago de Vera's adminis- 
tration that they discovered quarries of stone and 
lime, materials that could be transported easily 
through the Pasig River. By 1587 there were 20 
houses of stone and a monastery. De Vera also re- 
built the Parian that had been destroyed bya fire 
in 1588 and enlarged it. 

The government begun erecting the walls during 
Perez Dasmariñas’ time. In 1595, the Parian was 
moved to Binondo fronting the Baluarte of San 
Gabriel. Intramuros as it was beginning to be known 
began to take ona more uniform appearance. 

"The last governor of the 16th century, Francisco 
Tello, started the construction of government build- 

situated in the Plaza Mayor: the cathedral, the 

palace and the cabildo. According to Dr Antonio de 
Morga, “the streets of the city are well 
with houses, most of stone and some of wood, 
many with tiled roofs and others of nipa, many 
wide and tall buildings with large stones, many 
windows and balconies decorated with iron grills.” 

The revolt of the Chinese in 1639 and the 
‘earthquake of 1645 cut short the development. At 
first, the government couldn't count on the rents 
from the Parian since the Chinese population had 
been decimated, but the councilmen found them- 
selves in 1645 with an alcaiceria (silk market) 
that was beginning to be populated and the finan- 
cial position of the municipal treasury began to 
recover. The work of reconstruction of the cty 
took precedence over public works, a task that 


was difficult due to the frequency of earthquakes. 
It wasn't just a question of constructing buildings 
bur demolishing others that were ina lamentably 
ruined state and posed a danger to life and limb 
to anyone traversing the streets. 

As a consequence of the disasters and the fre- 
quent seismic movements, the residents had to 
live for a while in the surrounding areas, in in- 
provised wooden houses, fearful of returning toa 
dangerous ciry with halfruined stone structures. 
Proof of this is that the announcements by the 
town criers for the convocation of the city council. 
on Feb. 6 and March 16, 1646 were done in the 
towns of Bagumbayan, Hermita, Dilao, San An- 
ton, Tondo, Binondo, Quiapo and Sta. Cruz 
"where the inhabitants had taken up residence." 

Beside the remains of stone houses, others of 
‘wood began to be constructed. Some residents 
ayen repaired thes houses, construing bedrooms 
‘of wood in the interior and living in the entresuelos. 

In 1684, the municipal hall still hadn't been re- 
paired, Manila still had not recovered her old 
splendor by the second half of the 17th century. 
The cabildo,its income cut by the reduction in the 
number of Sangleys, found itself with little op- 
portunities for starting the reconstruction of 
Manila. On more than one occasion, it found it- 
self unable to pay the expenses for that year. For 
example, the cabildo had to divide its scarce 
rental incomes in 1648 between payment of its 
debts and the funeral honors for Prince Baltazar 
Carlos and the urgent repair of the Puente 
Grande. (1 think they call this a fiscal crisis like 
this little mess we're having at the moment, but at 
least the reason then was understandable.) 

(Tobe continued) 

(Loose translation from Inmaculada Alva Ro- 
driguer's "Urbanismo municipal en Manila [Siglos 
maa) 


Comments to bambiharper@yahoo.com 
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takas OPINION saes 
View.from the other side’ 


A 
Where I should be 


LAST June I started my seventh year of teaching college stu- 
dents. Having never known any other job since graduation 
(aside from a brief stint in a research project), I consider it 
normal to go through moments of deep questioning as re- 
gards the path I chose to take. m 

The first offer for me to teach came months before 1 re- 
ceived my college diploma. Our department chair at my dear. 
alma mater in Dif) TOO 
man broached to me 
the idea of teaching 
even as I pursued 
graduate studies. 1 
Was too afraid to say 
yes At that time, the 
idea of mat 


YouNc BLoop 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below —Ed, 


even older) from the 
premiere state uni- 
versity scared me. While helping shape the minds of our 
country's future leaders was a dream I held long and dear 
during my undergraduate years, I felt a real sense of Inade- 
quacy. I thought had nothing significant to impart. Tlooked 
at myself and saw almost nothing that would merit any dis- 
tinction between myself and the UP student sitting next to 
me inside an "ikot" jeepney. 

‘One more invitation to teach and several semesters came 
to pass before I finally decided to take the plunge, this time 
due to some strong encouragement and prodding of friends 
in the university who believed it was time for me to stop run- 
ning away from the challenge. So while most of my bat 
mates found their way into law school (as most political sel- 
ence majors are expected to), I entered the first class in my 
teaching career with wobbly steps, mustering just enough 
courage to convince my students that I was indeed sg 


teach and bearing the agony of seeing their faces occasi 
ly get torn between doubt and assurance. E 

‘The beginning is always difficult, as the famous dictum. 
says. [found this most true during my first semester of teachi- 
ing. I had to spend long evenings of preparation, joumeying 
into an endless stream of related literature, debating with 
myself as regards the best approach to presenting an idea, 
consulting my mentors, arguing with students (there were 
those who were unrelenting not because of their commit- 
‘ment to an insight, principle or idea but out of the desire to 
show up a neophyte in the profession), And there were mo- 
ments of uncertainty. ng 

Preparing oneself intellectually, however, paled in cony- 
parison with the psychological pressure on a first-timer who 
was fully aware of her responsibility to keep the tradition of 
critical thinking and social involvement alive among her stu- 
dents. There were occasional bouts with doubts, and linget- 
ing questions about whether one could truly make a differ- 
ence. And aside from all this, had to constantly assure my 
father that my salary was good enough to keep me alive—ay- 
other difficult thing to manage. 3 

That was years ago. Slowly learned to look beyond the 
ocean of faces I encountered inside the classroom. I dis- 
covered the sense of fulfillment that goes with looking at 
each student whose thought process I had stimulated with 
probing and sometimes bewildering questions. While J 
still have to keep assuring my father that my earnings are 
enough, I look back and remember with joy the friend- 
ships I built with my students during those first challeng- 
ing years, the immeasurable reward of being welcomed by 
them, of knowing I had touched their lives and of being 
there during that difficult stage of their journey when the 
choices they made shaped the fundamental principles úp- 
on which they will anchor other more crucial choices later 
in life. It was wonderful to help guide them through their 
confusion and hear the angst of young people and reas- 
sure them that they would be listened to without bei 
Judged and then t discover that | shared some of he 
‘angst and confusion, and to realize that their struggles 
were almost identical with and as real as mine. um 

Yes, there were heated debates and passionate clashes of 
opinions within the walls ofthe classroom. But once the class 
‘was over, we left all this behind, knowing that we could pick 
up from where we left off next time. Then I began to assume 
the role ofa friend. 

Through my students, learned some of the most valuable 
lessons in life. Teaching demands deep introspection. It has 
taught me 1o recognize my own limitations and the rth that 
others’ opinions are just as valuable as mine. It has also 
taught me humility like acknowledging that I do not possess 
a monopoly of knowledge and insight. t helped me discover. 
the importance of listening and striving to make sense ofin- 
sights that are seemingly remote from my own established 
convictions, pre-conceived notions and prejudices. | have 
learned the hard and profound lesson of not blaming myself 
for the choices others make, since ther lives are beyond my 
control and I can only be persuasive to the extent that they 
allow me to be. fl 

Last but not least, | have grown to understand more În- 
tensely how much of the teacher's self goes with what he i 
parts without being conscious about it. This means that fo- 

with the responsibility of shaping minds the teacher 
has the corollary task of shaping lives, Very often, teaching 
brings me face to face with myself, forcing me to examine 
and clarify my own position on the issues of the day, to rein- 
force such position, to defend it passionately, to make the 
firm decision of transcending my personal irresoluteness, 
dilemma or neutrality on matters where we are called to take 
stand, Itrequires me to examine my own values and clarify 
my own confusion in order to prevent my students from 
ingledtoit. à 

Indeed, whatever lessons I have imparted to my students 
after long evenings of preparation and reading cannot com- 
pare with the lessons teaching has taught me. ts just too bad 
that I realized this only after my first batch of students had 
long said goodbye to the university. I can only hope that they 
found peace in the paths they picked. 

Afew years ago, I lost sight of the shore and began teach- 
ing in another university Now itis clear to me that I ought tb 
continue my task. Certainly the conditions are different. The 
task of imbuing social responsibility has never been more 
challenging, Yet 1 carry with me memories of my past sty- 
dents and the lessons and experiences I had during the for- 
mative years of my teaching career, the academic ideals laid 
out for me by my mentors, the examples of academic disci 
pline as well a intellectual humility of my former colleagues. 
in our cash-strapped university. And I hang on to the convic- 
tion that I can make a difference. All of which only confirms 
my belief that lam right here where should be. * 


Ma. Agnes A Paculdan 28, used to be a teaching associate at 
the University of the Philippines in Diliman. She now teaches 
Political Thought to third year college students in another 
university. 
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Extravagance in time of crisis is a crime ` Mesingup sexuality 
and motherhood 
IP losing candidates are barred ests of the majority, not the inter- bitions. Worse, many steal peo- P 7 ASUNCION David- responsible, dissent- When it comes to 
“from occupying appointive gov- ests of their prospective leaders ple's money to fill up their cam- ` Maramba's commen- ing position of some faith and morals, the 
ernment posts within one year and supporters. paign chest. tary (PDI, 8/28/04) laymen and clerics; position of the head 
after election, fair play dictates Example: Many governmentof- There ought to be a law! quoted Fr Ruben and that the official of the Church, the 
that no appointive government ficials are kept busy with their ra- By the way, with this country Tanseco's statement position is not infalli- Pope, is the official 
officials should be allowed to dio/TV programs, and newspaper admittedly being in crisis, the Gees that there are two ble because it is not 
seek elective positions unless columns, which are meant to pro- President should direct her men moral positions in the dogma. i 
they resign one year before the ject themselves, not to make them to enforce Art.'25 of the Civil at the instance of any govern- Roman Catholic When I buy fish or is an approximate 
election. better at performing their as- Code: "Thoughth extrava- ment or private charitable insti- Church as far as re- meat in the market, means to the truth, 
Rationale? These officials signed tasks. gancein expenses for pleasureor tution.” sponsible parenthood know that the weigh- and it has to be ad- 
should use their time and meager In other words, appointive of- display during a period of acute is concerned: the offi- ing scales of the dif- justed accordingly as 
' government resources allotted to fices are just being used as step- public want or emergency may Compound, cial papal position ferentvendorsvaryin mandated ("Thou art 
their offices to serve the bestinter- ping stones to realize political am- be stopped by order of the courts and the non-official, accuracy. What one Peter and upon this 
vendor claims is one rock I build my 
kilo may actually be Church") by the 
eh KO gu ag nyn 
while the other ven- magisterium of the 
See SE 
could also give me On the other big is- 
different weights. But sue of feminism, isn't 
‘Tknow thatthereisan it that whenever we 
official weighing separate sexuality 
scale that gives the from motherhood, we 
correct weight of my all get messed up? 
purchase. —LELLAM. DE JESUS, 
The different be- Mary Mother of Good 
1iefs and opinions in- Counsel Parish, 
Village, 
Parañaque City 


Where that pork goes 


CONTRARY to the belief of many people that 
the Priority Development Assistance Fund, 
popularly known as the pork barrel, is directly 
released to the congressmen and senators, the 
SE 
E 
The legislators’ PDAF allocations are only 
assigned to them, but it is the Department of 
‘Budget and Management that releases—based 
on the national guidelines for implementation 
formulated by the same office—the funds di- 
aa 
EE 
For instance, a congressman only identifies 
Ee 
with the local officials and constituents in his 
district, then sends to the DBM a list of those 
projects with a letter requesting the approval 
meme redeem 
When the projects are ready for implemen- 
tation, the DBM notifies the agencies con- 
cerned through a Special Allocation Release 
Order (Saro). Infrastructure projects such as 
z NG Š rehabilitation of roads, schoolbuildings, farm- 
Ta to-market roads, etc. are built B the De- 
E T partment of Public Works and Highways; pro- 
# jects regarding health services are delivered 
SEPTEMBER E: 
sc N / GE 
S leased directly to the different hospitals such 
O E 
Heart Center, etc., and the scholarship funds to 
the National Commission on Indigenous Peo- 
3 
ge mem, 
former PAO II, 
zët Josephine Dominguez 
SE 


Alienated rulers, 
deluded subjects 


KUDOS to Randy David for presenting a clear 

à Ze E 

sq Inquire editorials, “Arroyo's folly” and "Ar- 
+e ze rhetoric" (PDI, 9/05/04), ga aT 

From Manila it's just P1,299 (one-way) to any destination in the Visayas.” «ipon of presiden sors 

indiscretion, while Randy David's “Dealing 

a rt ith failure" (PDI, 9/5/04) clearly explained 

And only P1,899 (one-way) to any point in Mindanao. E rs 

def has brought abo fe tas. 

Dres the Clk of he Town fare on te 

With our renowned on-time service and special low fares, you'll have time & money on your hands. UP economists crisis report reflects a lack of 

§ tion among our sens elie. But that has 

ies been tur proba, only the song and 

MECHANICS: “Relssuance of tickets must be done within the travel period, well-placed get to be heard. The solution to 


roblems must now be clear to everyone. 
È Tickets purchased during the promo period can bo used only But those at the heim ignore it because i 
during the travel period of September 20-Octobor 22, 2004, “PTA (Pre-paldtickot advised) not allowed. doesnt jbe with their rhetoric. They really 
should stop denying their own mistakes. Our 
Tickets ara non-endorsable, non-transferable other promotions such as regular discounts may not apply legislators excuses for holding on to their pork 
: ring the same promo period. barelislame. 

ba AALALA uela: And the citizenry? We should ll discard our 

* L avid implied, this m 
Zi fickets ara rebookable within the travel perlod “Not applicable to groups. paye compe o tnos xd 


have something to do with why our leaders 
Sf but subject to rebooking fee of P100. tend to delude us. 


 —ERNESTO K. MAGTOTO, 
F \sTiokets are rerculable and upgradable to valld higher fare las Piñas City, 


"be within tne aval perd bat subject to applicable charges “The discounted airline ratos shali apply both to adults and children. ernestomagtotoðyahoo.com 
and collection of fare difference. 


«Open dated tickets are allowed during the travel period. 


sAvallable at Cebu Pacific's ticket offices, General Sales Agents and [iF you have any complains, grievances or 
ited sub-agents. (Express Ticket Office at the Manila Domestic suggestions about the treatment of news 
‘and photos by the Inquirer, you may write 
to the Readers" Advocate, Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague 
and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
Send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or 
“For bookings, call (832) 6964098 or text “CEB” to 2082 for Email readersadvocate@ inquirercom ph 


Touch Mobile; 386 for Smart, Talk 'N Text and Addict Mobil j ere a cae ate 


Ss 
Bun Cellular, text “CEB” to 2082 or cilok on the directory of “The Mall.” apa Oe er oon kapa 
poy Vier lanila and Mindanao-Manila routes. d CEBU P/ 'ACIFI 1C prie verification dagan The In- 


2 no letter unl 
armit No, Beceg of 2004 .. WE'RE GOING YOUR WAY: = th EE less 


September 21: What are your 

recollections of Martial Law? See to / 

Any lessons learned? 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart). 
Texters hus messages R printd in Tuesda/s WaBox wil exch receiv a Guyifo shut td toy 0 "ER 


AT 


PHILIPPINE DAI 


ivi 
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E-mailt pr_provincial_news@inqurercom ph 


Foam 201, Bonua Agar. 23Awora St, OG Abay Dstt. Kiew? FEP Ping Cop Bus 
Viet af ` Dean Sieg oun at Ono Ciy 
Kaarten E (052 820-02. Sie (032) 340461253049. Ta No. (08212441770107 

Fan No. (074)443-8071 Fax (on) 820-1274 Fao (32) 232-208 Gëss" 8 
DEE nenn Ealing beot@ingukeccomph Emu ceu nmuenomph Zei daae@inquteccom oh 
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“Text us your feedback inquirer aen namefcty/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (SmardAssistont Editor Tony Bergonia. d 


10,000 demand peace in Quezon towns: 


Townsfolk ask communist rebels, gov't soldiers to leave their communities ë 


x 
INFANTA, Quezon—At least 10,000 residents oftwo north- ther whom she described asa po: allythecupriin Velasco's kiling Meliton Tena, a Bayan Muna lencer. The couple was married 
ern towns of Quezon took to the streets to demand that teal leader, was also murdered “For one, there is no such NPA coordinator was gunned down only three monthsago. — i 
fheir towns beeft alone andin peace by communistguer. by Members of she Clam Nico Gorpuz Command in he. on Sept. 7 by a group of bommet Aer ng Der ema 
h ^ stguer- es Geographical Unit. ama. e the wearing assailants. programs, a delegation fom the 
sills ond goverment solders who Had turned ttt comp (Cap) T2yeare ago, Genera, Two days ates, Antonio Fleon, Eve groups met in the middle of 
KA NG mp en marched for. THe vilence around us isnow to discredit our Red fighters," he amemberofPunlaansaNayon; Agus Bridge that separate the 
e residents of Infanta and concemed 5, marched fot coming back so we have to stand said in a mobile phone interview. a progressive cultural group in towns for the signing of a commón 


General Nakar towns sang songs, peace around the poblacion. ip," she said. Southern Tagalog, was also shot declaration of peace and solidarit 
up, 3 Hes 3 and solidari 

recited prayer loudly and il the patag And EES Fr ChatColendres, chancellor of Retaliation by unldentifed vummar fall hada s eost eo prin 

marched under theheatofthesun noticeably bereft with ideological the Prelature of Infanta, said the After the murder of retired Army. iting him in the head. trucks helped transport the dele- 


Thursday while they asked the slants, were ali but expressions of Via: could have been a “created  M/Sgt Ferdinand Ca i, i 
hi à a af Ferdinand Capuyan on Sept, Tena’s wife, Araceli, said they gation from Infanta, some five 
New People’s Army and the simply wanting peace to prevail scenario” to justify the presence Sininfantsatleasttwomembersof were watching television when Kilometers away for the bridge. 
te ne ae ein ag tml imminent deployment of gov” lei ace ours were alot. the Wer fed «ther husband. Def Mallar Jr, PY Southern 
aa La bene Tapatan alng (Con paran nani aday apart om each other using a gun attached with a d. Luzon Bureau 
following a spate of five killings in least 2,000 residents assembled in He called on the 
their towns in the past two weeks. rhe town's covered basketball court people to remain vigi- 


‘The killings, the residents said, were and held a program punctuated katandnorbecowsd KZ The International Academy: 
about by the between. ith rers for peace and mass by the existing vio- 
So audios... singing of native panioiesongs, -lence in their midst, of Management & 


“We now declare our towns as Heavily armed policemen se — Inlate August, Ger- 
a zone of peace, freedom and de- cured the mass mobilization in ry Romantico, 37, and 
‘velopment. We now ask whoever the rwo towns, Rosalina Velasco, 63, 
is responsible for the recent “My constituents are now afraid. both residents of Ger- 
(spate of) violence to respect it to go out of their house when its eral Nakar, were shot 


Economics 


.edu.ph 


forthe sake of the people,” Infan- already dark There's an unmistak- in the head pointblank APA 106] Metropolitan Avenue 
ta Mayor Grace Americasaid. able reign of terror here,” General allegedly by members J| San Antonio Village 
NAG dla alapleaderfrom the Nakar Mayor Hemando Avellane- oftheNPAhitsquad. RS Makati City 1200 
Prdaureof Ilavaand one ofthe ED. ste wë: EI PHIPEINES 
initiators of the acti, explained Myra Solleza faculty member mote purportedly 
ihattheiracionis"onpartsan" atthe Northern Quezon Coopera- the NPA Nicasio Cor- By Tl. Nos.: 757-2608/09 Local 22; 8962333 
"We strongly denounce violence tive College in Infanta, brought puz Command accus- d programs@iame.edu.ph 
whoeveristhe perpetatos"hesaid. along her seven-year-old son ing the victim of being 4 
5 John to the march-rally a miliary informer and 
Gathering “I want my children to leam of also being involved 1-yr Diploma in Management?" 


Ataround am, some8,000res- the value of fighting for what is in ilegal fishing. 
Ve of Infanta, composed of high right, to stop these senseless vio- — Communist spokes- 


d 3-yr BSc in Business” 


school and college students, local lence around us,” she said, person Gregorio “Ka A D Major In: Management 
goverment and barangay officials, d Roger” Rosal, ex " ^ Marketing 
embers of religious, civic groups, Victim pressed doube whether T Human Resources 


non-government organizations and According to Solleza, her fa- the NPA rebels were re- ere a E 


| Top-up degrees from UK, US, Aussie & ` Economics & Banking Í 


Davao execs oppose plan to hold | swiss Amies Seen enact mnsan ae 
new military exercises in city 


DAVAO CITY—City officials expressed their “It willlast for three to four weeks,” Paredes said. ang ` 
Opposition ro the planned conduetf the joint Paredes said that dhe MDB woul meer in Haya —— TEE S E 
RP-US military exercises here saying "it would to finalize the sites of SE 
only invite trouble." He said the Balikatan training will help Freen SESCH BREET EH 
"Fares Mayor Rodrigo Duterte showed boost the “inter-operabilty” of both US and | Address: 
hostility toward the plan, which Foreign Af- Philippine troops, which means that given | Contact #: 
fairs Undersecretary Zosimo Jesus Paredes IL their software and hardware capability they |__—————-—-----=---—-------—---— 
had announced last week. ‘can easily join forces in times of attacks. 

Paredes, also executive directorofthe Pres- Paredes said aside from enhancing the 


idential Commission on the Visiting Forces skills of Filipino soldiers, the joint military ex- es p gue * z 7 
Agreement (VEA), told reporters here thatthe ercises also boost the equipment and war 2 EY S : TENGA PIO 
3 UNA 


Postgraduate Programs 


| 
pot 


SALE, 


RP-US Mutual Defense Board (MDB) hasbeen technology of the Philippine military. 
conducting a series of meeting to decide on He said after each exercise, US forces leave 
the site of next year's exercises and Davao behind military equipment. 

City is being considered as one ofthevenues. "Intum,they (tne US troops) are leaming from 
‘The other areas are General Santos, where us about the jungle war in Mindanao," he said. 
the United States funded the construction of But Duterte told reporters that: "There is 
several projects including an international really no purpose for it here ... It has abso- 


airport, and Zamboanga. Jutely no direct benefit to the people of Davao i i A . 

Paredes said atleast 70 percentof MDB mem- ity... You will just invite trouble.” ione 
bers wanted the holding of the Balikatan exercis- In opposing the conduct of the war games d PHAM LIFE 
es in Mindanao to study the long-running guer- here, the city council said the scope of the mil- oa S è 
fila war on the island, and to know more about itary exercises does not address the more PRESENTS 
thejungle experience of Pilipino troops here. comprehensive security concerns of the city. 


“Since 1969, we've been fighting the insur- — Theresolution added that the city does not, 
gents here, we have a long experience injun- atall need the military exercises considering 
gle survival, which might help them (US) in  itsstable peace and order situation, 
the fight against terror,” he said, “Davao Ciy has developed through the years 

Next years war games would involve at mainly through its own initiative and resources. 
least 2,000 US soldiers and an equal number "the esoluton read. Jeffrey Tupas, Germelina 
‘of their Filipino counterparts. Tacorte and Anthony Allada, Mindanao Bureau 


It’s 4,000 percent — yow taks 


plan on 


hike in court fees — Jeng 


BAGUIO CITY—Contrasting Daniel Fariñas, law dean of 

political colors converged at the University of Baguio, led THE LIGA ng mga 
the Supreme Court summer the rally of some SO law stu- Barangay sa Pilipinas, 
compound here on Friday as dents and members of the In- _#,42,000-stong orga- 
militants, lawyers and human tegrated Bar of the Philip. nization of barangays, 
rights advocates protested in- pines at the SC Compound as thrown its support 
creases in court docket fees re- here to dramatize that there- behind a program de- 
portedly to pay for the legislat- cent fee increases were Signed to guarantee a 


ed allowances of justices, linked to a controversy in... steady supply of low- 
‘Administrative Matter 04-2- volving the Judiciary Devel ‘2 high quality fuel 
04-SC, the "latest Supreme opment Fund. to the local trans- 
Court circular, raises docket ‘The compound houses three... Ponationsector 
fees from a low of 1,000 per- cottages, which were built us-  ,,, Te program, called 
centand toahigh of 4,000 per- ing the JDR B 'Kapakanan ng mga 
cent, Republic Act 9227, which. Tsuper ng Transpora, Rodel F. Colmenar; có goe 
Consumer advocates of the grants special allowances to SYON sa. Kabuhayan, Manila Philharmonic,Orchestt 
activist Tongtongan ti Umili justices of Supreme Court and entitles Filipino trans- 
here said the docket fee in Court of Appeals and judges of port cooperatives. 10. Stephen Framil 
creases made justice inaccessi- regional trial courts, indicates ‘derive supplementary American cellist 
ble to the poor. that the JDF must be tapped incomeandbenefisfor Programme: na 
“Adding sal toinjuryisacir. for the incentive. But should. 85 members through a Festive Overture, D. Shostakbvieh 
cular provision that makes liti- the JDF become insufficient, Portable gasoline sta- Symphony 2 Op. 27, S, Rachmaginott t 
i gantspaywhentheyseekae. the law allows the courts ro Bom whch is the ee TE Mipan OR TI ADV AKS 3 
view of a courtissued ruling,” dip into court fees to pay for”. Philippines and proba- NG BE. a 
> aid Cesar Orien. dean the these. Ma eae. ciis 
Saint Louis University law Lawyer Franklin Calpito car- ally, d A. Mën: 
school. ei 2 KÉ charo EE 3 [M ac 
“This (circular makes the which ridiculed the Justices for d i 2 
AG milking ligant to eam tet — tre Major proponent of September 24, 2004 : Friday 8 PM  Philiamlie echte UN Avenus, Manila 
jeopardy for the poor" he bonuses. Vincent Cabrezaand the program The vi- e pal information & reservation please coll Ticketworld at 
ald. ae ` ven ku en oe | 891-9999 or altho MPO ollie ot Tel Nos. (632) 705-1728 : (632) 722-4274 ` Telfon: (692) 722.7137 
Oracion and Councilor ern Luzon Bureau Ponagas station in ev- is «il go o the Aldor he Kader Children Fund Drive of the Philam Foundorlon 


ery district nationwide. 
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INQUIRER Visayas ` EE 
_.. Island hosts 
Sc, 1st Net café 


Solar power would 
keep computers 
working despite 


== powered by sun 


PHOTOBYENSFUNK, 


Cabilao Island, Bohol in areas outside urban centers, 
people are not really excited 
about highways. The roads are 
usually overpriced and substan- 
dard, and take forever to build, 

But on Cabilao Island, that is exactly what 
residents and visitors are excited about these 
days. Not about the election-inspired road 
that is still under construction, but a highway 
that is broader and cheaper, and connects di- 
rectly to the whole world at the click of a but- 
ton, that will officially open today. 

Cabilao, a 4-square-kilometer islet off Loon 
town in Bohol with about 3,500 people, is al- 
ready known worldwide. In the international 
dive circuit, it counts as among the dive jew- 
elsof the Philippines underwater crown. 

"Today, it will be noted as the first island in 
the country to have a solar-powered Internet. 
café—sans the coffee, for now—and hooked 
into the Internet by satellite. 

‘While solar power isnot entirely new tothe 
island (some people have solar power devices 
but mostly for home appliances), it will be the 
first time that another appliance—to most of 
the world, at least—will be within the reach 
of ordinary residents. 

For tourists resort operators and islanders, 
many of whom have relatives abroad, mostly 
sailors, this is welcome news. 


By Roy Lu LE THE Philippines, especially 


Joint project 

‘The computer laboratory and Internet café is 
located at the Cabilao National High School, 
“which has some 600 students. It is a joint pro- 
jectofthe German Development Service (DED), 
‘Center for Industrial Technology and Enterprise 
(CITE), and the municipality of Loon. 

Funding and technical assistance were provid- 
ed by the German Development Agency for Tech- 
nical Cooperation-German Appropriate Technol- 
ogy Ecoefficency Program (GTZ GATE). 

When he was approached by the GTZ 
through Jens Funk, DED's IT consultant and. 
project coordinator, in January, Mayor Yul 
Lopez was only too happy that his municipali- 
ty was selected as site for the project 

“We've had computer donations from our 
congressman before, but they [units] were 
underutilized, if they were used at all, be- 
cause power here is available only between 6 
p.m. and till midnight,” i 

Mario Garcia, the school principal, pointed 
‘out, however, that only one unit had been do- 
mated but was never used. "t will now Finally 
be used,” he added, “bringing the total com- 
puter units available to six.” 

- The three resort operators on the island, in- 
cluding Franz Baumann of Polaris and tourism 
council representative in the projects manage- 
‘ment committee supported the project as their 
clients would be among the main beneficiaries. 

"The presence of these resorts was one deter- 
mining factor for this project," said Funk, "The 
tourists will contribute much to the projects sus- 
tainabiliy as this will make the resorts attractive." 

Charge for the use of computers will be 
pegged at an affordable rate of P20 per hour for 
the locals and P100 for tourists. The later will 
ave access only after school hours since the facil- 
ity is mainly used for the computer literacy cours- 
es of third and fourth year students. The same 
course will be offered to adult residents later. 


Catalyst 
"The project cost P1.7 million—with 28,400 
euros from GTZ for solar panels, batteries, in- 
verters, computers and the satellite on-line. 
connection for one year and P200,000 from. 
the local government for the infrastructure. 
Teoffers students and residents greater, eas- 

ier and faster contact with the rest of the 
‘world, Maybe not through the Internet all the 
Conditions: time, but through the more familiar and ac- 
1. Application 8. Rebooking/Rerouting cessible mobile phones whose batteries can 

Valid for one-way or round-trip travel on economy cass. 6.1. Rebooking penalty of Php200 per transaction plus no-show now be charged even during daytime. 
2. Reservations, Payment and Ticketing penalty applicable 

2.1. Closed booking ls required, go-show not allowed. 62 Rerouting is not alowed. 

22 No waitis 
3. Advertsing and Sale Not: Fars aro exclusivo of insurance surcharge, Avalon Security Foo and 

3. Resticiod to the Philippines. ‘ther fes. Fares are subject to chango without pror notice, 

32 Seling period: September 17 to October 15, 2004. 

Travel Valdty 

4.1 Travel may start Soptember 20, 2004. 

42 Travel must be completed by October 22, 2004. 

Reissuanco/Rotunds 

Non-tafundable but ticket may be relssued to a higher fare ype 


a on tetra td Philippine Airlines 
Dts about experience 


www phillppineairiines.com 


Hurry! Limited seats only! 
Aë 
STUDENTS of the Cabilao National High 


‘Schoo! in Bohol try thelr hands at surfing the 
For bookings and inquiries, please call PAL reservations Manila (02) 855-8888 Cebu (032) 340-0191 : Davao (082) 222-0366. Internet forthe fest nie dt the school’ 


Visit the nearest PAL Ticket Office, travel agent or www.phllippineairlines.com. solar-powered Internet café, the first ofits 
z kind in the country. engen 
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to white slavery 
in Malaysian state 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—Negros offi- 
cials have sought the help of 
the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (Owwa) and 
Negros congressmen to rescue 
four Negrense women alleged- 
ly forced into prostitution in 
Sabah, Malaysia. 

“The four women forced into 
white slavery in Sabah, are from. 
the towns of Hinigaran, Hima- 
maylan, Cauayan and Candoni, 
according to Rep. Ignacio Ar- 
Toyo (Negros Occ, Sth District). 


the Malaysian ambassador to the 
Philippines to seek his help on 
the plight ofthe four Negrenses. 

Zayco said he was alerted by 
the women's plight through a 
text message sent to him by 
‘one of the women. 

‘The message said: “Vice gub, 
napeke kami sang agent na- 
mon, ginabaligya kami sa kasa 
dirisa Malaysia (vice governor, 
we were fooled by our agent, 
we are being sold ata prostitu- 
tion house here in Malaysia)." 

She also told him that they 
could not escape because the 
people who had custody of 


Across the NATION ` S 
RP women fall prey Foreign ownership way to revive 
mining industry, says mine exec: 


By Dennis Jay Santos 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


DAVAO CITY—A ranking mining executive 
said the Philippines should allow foreign 
‘ownership of mining companies. 

‘The Supreme Court has already ruled 
that foreign investors could not own compa- 
mies exploiting the country's mineral re- 
sources. 

Industry players had frowned at the deci- 
sion while the government had lodged an ap- 
peal. 


Benjamin Philip Romualdez, president and 
chief executive officer of Benguet Corp., said 
itis high time the government help the min- 
ing industry. 

He said the mining industry could prove to 


companies. 

“President Arroyo has 
strongly endorses the mining operation in 
Mindanao,” he said. 

Romualdez said the Mindanao Business 


Council (MBC) also recognized the impor- 
tance of mining and that it supports the go 
ernments petition against the SC decision 
barring foreign ownership of mining compa- 
nies. 


is the copyright owner 


NOTICE AND WARNING 


Noticeishereby given to the public that MR.ABETOA. UY ^ 


of a “METAL SHEET 


ORNAMENTATION” andrégistered in the National Library under ~ 
Philippine Copyright Registration No. H-2004-052, a portion of" 
the technical description therefore reads as follows: 


be the countrys life boat in the midst of the 
worsening fiscal crisis. 

Romualdez told reporters here on Thurs- 
day that the Philippines is rich in natural 
resources, with Mindanao ranking third in 
the list of the world’s largest gold produc- 
ers, but this advantage had not been ex- 
ploited. 

Despite the huge potential in mining, 
Romualdez said local companies could not 
move because initial investment to start 
up a company would need at least $7 bil- 
lion. 

Romualdez, also president of the 
Chamber of Mines, said the industry was 
happy that President Macapagal-Arroyo 
was supportive of the mining industry's 
clamor for foreign ownership of mining 


Local execs” group ready for war on IRA 


‘THE UNION of Local Authorities of 
the Philippines (Ulap), the umbrella 
organization of governors, vice gov- 
ernors, board members, city mayors, 
municipal mayors, vice mayors, 
councilors, barangay captains and SK 
chairmen, adopted yesterday a reso- 
lution strongly opposing any move in 
Congress to cut the Internal Revenue 
Allotment (IRA) to ease the budget 
deficit 

Ina statement, Ulap Chair Gov. Eri- 
co Aumentado of Bohol said the IRA 
"should not be cut "because it is the le- 


them hid them. 

‘The same woman who had 
sought Zayco's help had also 
informed Radyo Agong of her 
plight. The woman said their 
address in Malaysia was VIP 
Coconut and Karaoke Lodge in 
Mile 4 Jalan Labok, Sabah. 

Apparently it was not the 
first time that Filipino women 
had been brought to Malaysia 
and forced into prostitution. 

A 24-year-old woman from 
La Castellana suffered the same 
plight in Malaysia and narrated 
her tale in an affidavit she exe- 
cuted before the DSWD. 


Arroyo said the plight of the. 
Negrense women, who came 
from the towns under his dis- 
trict, was brought to his atten- 
tion by Negros Occidental Vice 
Gov. Isidro Zayeo. 

He said he already asked 
Owwa's Marianito Roque to 
look into the plight of the four. 

Zayco, on the other hand, 
said he had also asked for the 
help of former Rep. Apolinario 
Lozada, who hosts the “OFW 
Hotline” show aired over the 
ANC cable channel every Sat- 
urday evening. 

Lozada said he will meet with 


“This original and ornamental work refers to 
an embellishment of metal sheets used for roofing 
and other metal products as shown in figures and 
photographs. Said ornamentation is defined by a 
uniform crystalline cluster where the said crystals 
may have different sizes depending upon the 
requirement of the market.” 


Products covered by said Copyright Registration are 
marketed and sold under the mark “Galvalume 55”. 


As such registrant, he or his assignee is by law entitled Dr 
the exclusive use of the said ornamental design. Let this be ag 
warning therefore that Mr. Abeto A. Uy is prepared to institute 
CRIMINAL and CIVIL actions against any individual or entity 
MANUFACTURING, SELLING and DISTRIBUTING products 1$ 
similarto that of “Galvalume 55” bearing the identical or similar 3 
omamental design subjectof the said copyright withouthis consent 4 
or authority. z 


gal and moral share of local govern- 
ment units from the earnings of gov- 
men" 

Aumentado said the IRA is the 
“lifeblood” of LGUs in the delivery of 
basic services to the people. 

He said the operations of LGUs 
would be paralyzed ifthe IRA is cut or 
its release is suspended. 

On a motion of Eastern Samar 
Gov. Ben Evardone, Ulap adopted a 
resolution commending President 
Macapagal-Arroyo for not support- 
ing a move by Rep. Joey Salceda to 


cut the IRA. 

Evardone, in the same statement, 
said Ms Arroyo showed "ahe was 
sensitive to the needs of LGUs” and 
asked the President not to be 
swayed by recommendations from 
some congressmen who are ne E 
tie tothe plight of local govern- E 
me Pt x ATTY.JORGE CESARM.SANDIEGO di 

Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr, who 366 Unit 421 SJB Condominium a 
was guest of Ulap, said any move Hi 
to reduce or suspend the release 130 Panay Avenue, Quezon City 4 
of IRA would be ilegal and im: Tel. No. 411-9926 
moral. 
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3 life terms for Sef Gonzales 


The killings Baguio 
would rather forget 


Frompage Al 


From page AL 
daughter Clodine in Australia 
were a big story for Baguio res- 
idents. 

After all, the Gonzaleses 
were well known in this city be- 
fore they migrated to Australia. 

But when their son Sef was 
accused of the murders a year 
later, the loud interest turned 
into polite whispers. 

Baguio officials, lawyers and 
residents said there was good 
reason the three life sentences 
meted out on Sef by a New 
‘South Wales court did not raise 
too much ofa stir in the city. 


Quake aftermath 

"The truth is everyone knew 
‘Teddy and his (Baguio-based) 
parents, but nobody knew Sef, 
1 was Teddy's grade school 
classmate, but I never met the 
son," said Carlo Honorio Es- 
tepa, former vice president for 
Luzon of the Philippine Cham- 
berof Commerce and Industry. 

“1 only know that Teddy was 
very disturbed during (the July 
1990 earthquake) when a wall 
of their house toppled and al- 
most crushed Clodine. That 
was the reason they migrated 
to Sydney" he said. 

` Baguio Rep. Mauricio Do- 
mogan, who was ending his 
three terms as Baguio mayor in 
July 2001, the month when the 
murders occurred, could stil 
remember his emotions when 
he heard about the killings. 

“Iwas packing my things when 
Theard the news (about the Gon- 
tales massacre). Like everyone 
ehe, we were very angry because. 
ihe news said it was (a hate 
rime), Domogan said. 

“But when Sef was arrested, 
we al felt the family’s shock, and 
then we realized they also felt 
shame. (Since then), Sef was no 
longer mentioned in Baguio.” 


Closing the book 
Annie Gonzales-Tesoro, Se- 
curities and Exchange Com- 


mission regional director and 
sister of Teddy, said the convic- 
tions should end the unwanted 
publicinterestin their family. 

"We don't want Baguio to 
hear anymore what we feel,” 
Tesoro told the Ingumer. "it 
should end here." 

Throughout Sefs trial, she 
had always asked reporters to 

xt the family’s priva- 

cy—and they always obliged. 

Domogan said the murders 
had shaken the walls of conser- 
vatism around Baguio, a city 
built by the American colonial 
government in 1909. 

Stories about a racist angle 
in the Gonzales murders res- 


Baguio's communities, he said. 


Whois to blame? 

In the end, Domogan said, it 
was Baguio's conservatism 
Which convinced residents to 
“simply forget the murders 
happened.” 

"The bigger shock to us was 
when Sef, the son of a promi- 
nent family, was aécused of the 
murders," he said. “Baguio resi 
dents have always been very 
good parents.” 

“I don't want to shift blame 
to Australia, but we in Baguio 
realized that Sef might have 
changed when his family mi- 
grated,” Domogan added. 
“There must be somethi 
about (Sydney's culture of) 
dependence which (translates) 
into bad adolescent behavior. 1 
havea relative who reacts bad- 
ly to parental admonition in 
the United States.” 

Domogan said both the Gon- 
zales and Claridades families 
had become reclusive because 
of the tragedy. 

"They never asked us for 
help. The city government's 
only public intervention was to 
lobby for a swift investigation 
when news claimed that it was 
a racist attack on a Filipino 
family" he said. 


shown no remorse. 

He described the killing spree as heinous. 

‘The judge said there was no evidence men- 
tal illness played a part in the murders. 

“I consider that the murders showed fea- 
tures of very great heinousness and that there 
are no facts mitigating the objective serious- 
ness of the murders and hence the murders 
fall within the worst category of cases of mur- 
derat common law,” James said. 

“ (He) has not demonstrated any insight in- 
to the enormity of the offenses he has com- 
mitted or any acceptance of responsibility. 
the judge added. 


Relatives in tears 

Gonzales maintained his innocence 
throughout his trial. 

"The Gonzaleses were from Baguio City. A 
lawyer and devout Catholic, Teddy Gonzales 
brought his family to Australia in 1991, and 
setup a successful legal practice specializing. 
in immigration matters 

Surviving members of the Gonzales family 
‘wept when the sentence was handed down, 
but Gonzales showed very little emotion. 

He will serve the sentences concurrently but 
media in Sydney reported he is unlikely ever to 
be released due to the severity of his crimes. 

Outside the court, family members said they 
were relieved their ordeal was finally over. 

“Ts actually a very sad day because we love Sef 
very much but Tin just glad its over as well his 
aunt Emily Luna said. “We will aways love him” 


Poison failed 

‘The killings happened at the family home 
in a wealthy district of Sydney. 

During a six-week trial prosecutors told the 

t Gonzales resented his parents strict dis- 
cipline and their disapproval of his girlfriend, 
and he feared he would be disinherited. 

They said Gonzales tried to poison his fami- 
ly two weeks before the murders with lethal 
plant seeds ordered over the Internet. 

‘When the plan failed, he stabbed his moth- 
ex father and sister to death over a three-hour 
period in the family home, lying in wait 
through the evening as each returned home 
separately, prosecutors said. 

Police said Gonzales claimed he had seen 
an intruder fleeing his home but a forensic 
search found no trace of a trail. 


"Angry amateur? 
"They also said that, to divert attention from 
himself, Gonzales daubed racist graffiti—say- 


February 2001—Set Gonzales surfs the In- 
ternet for poisonous plants, and orders lethal 
‘seeds. Sef shells them and mixes them with 
‘warm water. He keeps the prepared potion in 
a flim canister under his bedside table, He 
types a letter to a major food company: 
“Three of your products have been poisoned. 
By now they are on supermarket shelves. 
This is what you get for treating employees 
lke garbage. Good luck finding infected cans 
before someone dies. Go to hel!" 

July 2, 2001—The letter arrives. Sef also 
writes letters to the Federal Police and the 
‘Australian Quarantine and inspection Ser- 
Vice. Traces of the letters will be later found 
on his laptop, and his fingerprint ted from 
‘one of the envelopes. 

July 3, 2001--Sef's mother suffers from 
“fever, severe abdominal pain and bloody di- 
arrhea” and is brought to Sydney Adventist 
Hospital. Sef also feigns a minor stomach up- 
‘et, telling people that there might have been 
something in the tap water ata restaurant in 
which the family had dined. 

July 5, 2001—Atter his mother recovers 
‘and returns home, Investigation reveals that 
Sef tried to cancel one of his orders for seeds 
having realized he could no longer continue 
with the poisoning plan. He likely threw the 
remaining seeds into the backyard, Three 
years later a poisonous plant is discovered 
growing there. 

July 10, 2001— Teddy, 46, Mary Loiva, 43, 
and 18-year-old Clodine are knifed to death in 
the family's North Ryde home. itis Set whe 
finds them. He tells police that he had been to 
a diner with a friend. 

July 13, 2001— Sef makes a public appeal 
{or information about the murders, saying he 
has lost three of the four corners of his world. 

July 20, 2001—Sef gives a eulogy to his 
father at the slain family's funeral service. 

ec. 20, 2001---Strike Force Tawas tells 
Sef they don't believe his story. 


Chronology of murder 


June 13, 2002—Set is arrested at his unit 
atthe high-end Bentleigh Apartments on 
Katherine Street in Chatswood district near. 
‘Sydney. 

June 13, 2002—He is charged with three 
counts of murder. He pleads not guilty to all 
counts, but does not apply for ball. 

May 8, 2003— Sef launches a bid to gain 
control of his multimilion-dollrinherltance. 
to pay his legal bills. His lawyers appear be- 
{ore the New South Wales Supreme Court 
soaking the accused murderer's access to his 
family's fortune in Australia and the Philip- 
Pines believed to be around AS10 millon 
(US$6.35 milion). 

May 30, 2003—Hearing is conducted to 
Sef's bid to gain access to his multimillion In- 
heritance. The parties debate Sef' entitio- 
‘ment othe inheritance despite his being 
charged with his family’s murder. 

‘Juno 12, 2008—The court refuses him ac- 
cess to his family’s estate. The courts told the 
estate in Australia is worth $780,000 ($1.2 mil- 
"lon Australian dollars) and that the family also 
held considerable assets in the Philippines: 

‘Aug. 26, 2003--Magistrate Deborah 
Sweeney say prosecutors have presented 
strong enough evidence during a four-day 
hearing to merita trial. 

April 5, 2004—Prosecutor says the Fil- 
ipino-Australian law student stabbed his 
"wealthy father, mother and sister to death be- 
cause he feared they would disown him over 
his choice of girlfriend and his bad grades. 

May 20, 2004—Setis found guilty of mur- 
dering his parents and his 18-year-old sister. 
Prosecutors say Gonzales murdered his fam- 
ily to get his hands on a 1.5 million Australian 
dollar USS1 million) inheritance. 

‘Aug. 27, 2004--Prosecutors demand 
three life sentences for Sef for the “callous” 
and “premeditated” sayings. 

‘Sept. 17, 2004—Sef Gonzales is sen- 
‘enced to three lite terms. PDI Research 


ing “f~ Asians”--.on the kitchen wall in spray 
paint, traces of which were found on his 


Jumper, 


When police seized Gonzales’ computer they 
had found references to Internet sites, such as 
“how to kil” and “white man killer" There was 
also a container of poison in his bedroom. 
Gonzales pleaded not guilty, initially claim- 
ing he was dining with friends then claiming 
he was at a brothel at the time of the murders. 


However, investigators found the prosti- 
tute he claimed to be with was not working on 
the day in question. 

Prosecutors said Gonzales first clubbed his 
sister over the head with a baseball bat, then 
strangled and stabbed her. He then stabbed to 
death his father and mother one at a time as 
they arrived home from work. 

Prosecutors described the crime as “a 
slaughter by an angry amateur.” AP and AFP 
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Usec was sacked—GMA 


From page Al 
The President only smiled when 
asked ifthe two officials were told to re- 
sign and did not quit volunt 
rer had claimed in his case. 
not even mention Ferrer by name. 
"Lets not talk about any specific per- 
son, because we are streamlining,” she 
said, “We are reorganizing the govem- 
‘ment and I thank those who have re- 
turned to the private sector for having 
served the government.” 


No replacement 

Ms Arroyo said she had no plan to re- 
place Ferrer. 

“Actually, with finance we don’t need 
to replace a particular undersecretary. 
‘You can give his job to another under- 
secretary” she said. 

As for Figueroa, who had com- 
plained of the low pay she was getting 
in the government, Ms Arroyo said she 
had found a replacement whose name. 


she could not recall. 

“Actually, early on in my new admin- 
istration I was already told that she 
(Figueroa) was going to resign. A no- 
tice was given and the recommendation 
wasto accept the resignation,” the Pres- 
ident said. 

‘She also said Figueroa’s resignation 

did not have much of an effect on the 
government's finances and borrow- 
ings. 
"Actually theres no need for a transi- 
tion because [Undersecretary] Eric Rec- 
to is the chair of the auction committee. 
fFigueroa's] replacement can come in 
tomorrow because the policy decisions. 
are done at the level of Eric Recto,” she 
said 


Unsympathetic 
In his statement, Bunye said Ferrer's 
resignation was “an act of delicadeza 
that must be seen in a positive light.” 
"In the end, the important thing is 


that the truth prevails and people are 
Judged accordingly” Bunye said. 

But reactions were unsympathetic. 

According to Alberto Salanga, for- 
‘mer executive director of the One-Stop 
Shop Inter-Agency Tax Credit and Duty 
Drawback Center (OSS), Ferrer' resig- 
nation “does not free him of responsi- 
bility or complicity in the bungling of 
the tax credit scam cases.” 

“His resignation should pave the 
way for an immediate and impartial 
investigation of his conduct as SPTF 
156 co-chair and a full and indepen- 
dent financial and performance audi 
of [the task force],” Salanga said in a 
statement. 

In a separate statement, Wilson 
Gamboa, lead lawyer of the OSS em- 
ployees complaining of harassment by 
the task force, scoffed at Ferrer's claim 
that he had angered crime syndicates 
because of the filing of 1,023 criminal 
cases against finance officials. 


“The truth of the matter was that he 
did not deliver what was expected of 
him,” Gamboa said, adding: 

“it was a zero performance." 


Wave of resignations 

As finance undersecretary, Ferrer 
was also in charge of the govern- 
ment’s borrowings. But he denied 
that his resignation was prompted by 
policy differences with other offi- 
cials. 

Ferrers resignation came after 
Figueroa quit to rerurn to the private 
sector. National Power Corp. president 
Roger Murga has also resigned to enjoy 
his retirement. ` 

The wave of resignations came while 
the government continues to grapple 
with a huge budget deficit brought 
about by piling debts, a large chunk of 
which was incurred by govern- 
mentowned and controlled corpora- 
tons. 
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Sturdy laptop 
takes brunt of 
GMA temper 


FrompageAt 
inefficiency. 

‘Buthas the President actually thrown a lap- 
top? 


Laptop thrown a couple of times 

Yesterday during the luncheon she 
hosted for the Malacaang Press Corps, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo laughingly 
admitted that she had thrown her laptop a 
couple of times, not at anyone in particu- 
lar and usually out of frustration. 

She was reading portions “of her 
130-page Medium ‘Term Development 
Plan from a sleek, black Toshiba laptop, 
when a reporter asked if this was the same 
computer she reportedly threw in a mo- 
ment of job-related irritation. 

“Yes, this is the one,” Ms Arroyo said, 
amused. “I once threw this when we were 
on a plane and it still runs.” 


She-showed reporters gathered at the . 


State Dining Room how it happened. 
Mad about something 


She closed her MTDP file, turned off the ` 


computer, and slammed it shut. She pre- 
tended to scold her staff: “Kasi naman sinabi 
ko na tapos iba pa ang gagawin (1 told them. 
‘what to do, but they did not follow my in- 
structions)!” 

She lifted the laptop a few inches and 
then banged it on the table. She did this 
twice. 

“I was not mad at the computer; 1 was 
mad about something [else],” she said. 

Environment Secretary Mike Defensor, 
who was then Ms Arroyo's campaign 
spokesperson, was on the plane with her 
when ithappened. 

“She was furious because a speech had 
not been prepared [as she instructed it to 
be]. Nagwawala siya [She lost it], he 
said. They were flying from Pangasinan to 
Cagayan de Oro sometime during the 
presidential campaign. 

Ms Arroyo also started shouting at De- 
fensor, telling him not to make her cam- 
paign schedule so hectic. 

After the President threw the laptop, 
she started to cool down, 

Defensor suggested that she buy a new 
laptop. 

Ms Arroyo agreed, noting that the lap- 
top battery was always on the blink. 


Image model 

“No Ma'am, the laptop may be seriously 
broken,” he said. Apparently, it was not 
the first time the laptop had been 
thrown. 

Defensor also suggested that the Presi- 
dent could be an “image model” for the 
tough laptop. 

“He (Defensor) said I should be a lap- 
top model. Ha ha ha!" Ms Arroyo said, 
laughing. 

Press Undersecretary Isabel de Leon 
swears that the President considers her 
laptop indispensable. 

“All her speeches, her masterplan, ev- 
erything is in that laptop,” De Leon said. 

‘Aside from the laptop, the President 
has been known to take off her eyeglasses 
and throw them when she gets irritated 
ith officials who cannot comply with her 
directives. She has accidentally sat on 
them as well. 


Two pairs from Yap 

‘Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap re- 
cently gave her two pairs of sturdy and 
rimless trendy eyeglasses 

Ms Arroyo's old pair had apparently 
cracked from all that abuse. 

There was also talk that she once threw 
a sandwich at a Cabinet official during a 
meeting. 

Reporters who used to cover Ms Arroyo 
when she was a senator said she would 
throw documents at her staff when they 
could not give her what she needed. 


No qualms 

The President has no qualms about pub- 
licly scolding officials in front of TV cam- 
eras, whenever their performance falls 
short of her expectations. 

However, there was no trace of that 
temper yesterday when she hosted lunch 
for newspaper, TV and radio reporters 
covering the Palace. 

Ms Arroyo earlier had dinner with the 
government-owned and controlled corpo- 
rations heads and officials at the Palace, 
during which she served a "Russian din- 
ner" of one piece of chicken and vegeta- 
bles on "recyclable plastic" plates and 
utensils. 


Monogrammed silverware 

In contrast, Palace reporters ate on 
monogrammed silverware, although the 
menu remained simple: soup, fish fillet 
wich rice and steamed vegetables, fruit 
salad and tea. 

She said she wanted to "save" the gov- 
ernment P100 billion in expenditures by 
serving simple meals served on plastic 
plates during large Palace gatherings. 

A reporter asked if this included the vin 
@'honneurs for the diplomatic corps. Was 
the President prepared to make a toast 
‘with foreign envoys on plastic cups? 

The President again laughed and shook 
her head. 
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Lë 


wrong 
number 


By Tina G. Santos 


QUEZON City Mayor Feliciano 
Belmonte wants the Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone com- 
pany to disconnect immediate- 
ly the International Direct Di- 
aling service from all city hall 
offices. 

Belmonte said this is not only 
part of the austerity measures be- 
ing implemented in the city, but 
was also triggered by his discov- 
ery that a single telephone line 
was billed a total of P896,960.20 
for one month, 


Wrong billing 

The Administrative Manage- 
ment Office had been ordered by 
the mayor to conduct an invento- 
ry of city halls telephone and 
power usage to find ways to re- 
duce expenses. 

The inventory included the 
checking of illegal connections 
common in city facilities like 
health centers in areas where in- 
formal setters could easily tap in- 
toits power ine. 

On one occasion, huge bills 
had been charged to the mayor's 
office when he had been on leave. 
The inventory also led to the dis- 
covery that city hall was billed for 
the use of 22,000 streetlights 
when only about 11,000 were 
functioning. 


Corvera burial 


VETERAN journalist Alberto 
K. Corvera will be interred 
this afternoon at the South 
Cemetery in Makati City. 

Corvera, 67, was given a 
fitting tribute last night at 
the National Press Club of 
which he was a lifetime 
member. 


Homeless rounded up Substandard LPG 
tanks destroyed 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


FROM places they considered 
their homes close to Manila's 
bay area, 650 homeless persons 
were rescued to be returned to 
their homes or placed in institu- 
tions. 

‘They were plucked from side- 
walks, streets, parks and main 
roads in the Ermita and Malate 
districts, in a rescue operation of 
the Manila Department of Social 
Welfare (MDSW). 

Between late night Thursday 
until daybreak on Friday, the 
MDSW took custody of street 
dwellers, beggars and desttutes, 
including infants, toddlers, 
teenagers and old men and wom- 
en, according to MDSW chief 
Jose Baranda. 

The MDSW conducted the 
six-hour sweep from Plaza Law- 
ton and Rajah Sulayman Park, 
the sidewalks of Pedro Gil and 
Padre Faura Streets, the Roxas 
Boulevard Baywalk, portions of 
Taft Avenue and TM. Kalaw 
Street. 

Barangay chairs from the two 
districts, policemen from the Er- 


No cell 


CELL PHONE theft or robbery is 
very common in Metro Manila. 
Every single day scores of mobile 
phones are stolen or taken by 
force in offices, in the streets, on 
public vehicles. 

Thate to say "I told you so" but 
I've been urging the police to go 
hard on cell phone robbers and 
stores that sell stolen mobile 
phones. 

The police know which stores 
sell stolen cell phones in Metro 
Manila. These stores are at the 
Virra Mall in Greenhills, San 
Juan, at the Arranque Market in 
Manila, on Recto Avenue and in 
Divisoriain Manila. 

But why are the police going 
after cell phone thieves and rob- 
bers and their fences only now? 
Because of the series of articles 
on the rampant incidence of cell 
phone theft and robbery on the 
Tugumn front page. 

For weeks, Ive been yapping 
against the rampant theft and rob- 


Ferry revival on Pasig mulled 


Porte 


Circle in Quezon City. 


FLYING HIGH. Movie stunt men show off their si 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE REVIVAL of the ferry ser- 
vice on the Pasig River would be 
a great help in decongesting 
Metro Manila's traffic-choked 
roads, according to the 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
ment Authority. 

MMDA Chair and Pasig River 
Rehabilitation ` Commission 
(PRRC) Co-Chair Bayani Fer- 
nando yesterday said the PRRC 
and the Department of Trans- 
portation and Communication 
(DOTC) held a public hearing 
last week to get the views of 
the water service industry on 
the possible revival of the ferry 
service. 

“The ferry service answers 
the need for an alternate mode 
of transport to augment and 
ease Metro Manila's road 
transport system," Fernando 
seid. 


Odor, debris problems 

Magsaysay Lines and Star- 
craft Ferry Corp., former opera- 
tors of the Pasig ferry line, 
ceased operations because of 
the rivers foul odor and dirty 
waters, he added. 

“The floating debris prevent- 
ed the ferrys propellers from 
functioning properly" Fernando 
said, adding that the foul smell 
also discouraged commuters 
from riding the boats. 

Starcraft also encountered fi- 
nancial and management prob- 
lems, he added. 

Starcraft, which was put upin 
1996 inline with President Fidel 
Ramos administration's efforts 
toresurrect the Pasig River's lost 
glory, ferried around 3,000 to 
5,000 passengers daily. 

|... But the MMDA chair said the 
PRRC' continuous efforts to 
"ean up Pasig River had im- 


in a practice session at the Quezon Memorial proved its water qualit 


moreeus | Fernando said the agency 
and the local government units 


mita and Malate stations, the City 
Hall detachment of the WPD Spe- 
ial Operations Group and the 
National Parks Development Of- 
fice, that maintains Rizal Park, 
took part in the operation, as part 
of the three-montirold Oplan 
Lingap Alaga program of the 
MDSW. 

Those rounded up were 
brought to the MDSW Recep- 
tion and Action Center on Arro- 
ceros Street for identification 
purposes. 

The MDSW would then deter- 
mine where they would be 
brought later. 

Baranda said that those from 
Manila would be taken back to 
their families or brought to Boys 
"Town, in the case of male young: 
ster 

Those from other Metro Mani- 
la cities would be turned over to 
the local social welfare depart- 
ments in their cities, while those 
from provinces or cities outside 
Metro Manila would be trans 
ported to the Jose Fabella Center 
in Mandaluyong run by the De- 
partment of Social Welfare and 
Development. 


phone snatchings in Davao City 


On fa 
TARGET 


Ramon 
Tulfo 


bery of cell phones and stores that 
sold stolen mobile phones, but the 
police did not budge. Until the ix- 
Quinn special report came. 

In Davao City cell phone 
owners can use their phones in 
the streets without fear of the. 
device being snatched from 
them. 

Cell phone snatchers and 
robbers have either fled the city 
or have been buried in the 
cemetery. 

A shadowy vigilante group 
responsible for the killings of 
notorious criminals in the city 
has eliminated cell phone rob- 
bery in the streets. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A TOTAL of 162 substandard liq- 
uefied petroleum gas cylinders 
previously seized during random 
inspections in Metro Manila were 
destroyed yesterday as part of a 
sustained drive against unscrupu- 
lous LPG retailers. 

‘Trade Undersecretary Adrian 
S. Cristobal Jr. also said the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try's drive would be extended 
to the Bicol region after a com- 
mitment to cooperate was 
made by the Albay Filipino-Chi- 
mese Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. 

The consumer group Albay 
Watch also joined the effort. 

The 162 tanks were part of a 
210-tank delivery seized earlier 
this month from nine LPG re- 
tailers. 

Working with the DTT's special 
monitoring team were the De- 
partment of Energy and LPG In- 
dustry Association that conduct- 
ed random checks in Taguig, 


‘Two or three years ago, a 14- 
year-old hood snatched the mo- 
bile phone of a physically hand- 
icapped student. The young 
hood stabbed the student when 
the latter resisted. 

‘The young hood was caught. 
But he didn't end up in jail, he 
ended up in the morgue. He 
was executed by the city's vigi- 
lante group. 

There used to be two stores 
that bought and sold stolen mo- 
bile phones. Their owners were 
summoned by Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte to his office. The mayor 
warned the fences that if they 
continued with their nefarious 
trade, they might end up like 
the 14-year-old hood. 

‘The notorious fences fled the 
ciy 


The Manila Regional Court 
meted out 
h penalty 
with robbing 


Sampaloc and Sta. Cruz in Manila 
last Sept. 2-3. 

The cylinders were confiscated 
because they did not have the re- 
quired markings that prove these 
had undergone quality tests and 
passed product standards. 

Also cited during the inspec- 
tions were six LPG retailers sell- 
ing under filled cylinders. 

Under a Department of Energy 
circular, "a shortage of more than 
(300 grams) per cylinder shall 
‘constitute an act of under filling.” 

Cristobal said suppliers and 
retailers were jointly liable for 
a fine of P5,000 or a year in jail 
or both for those who" sold 
cylinders where the net content 
was less than indicated on the 
container, package, label or as 


have since removed 30 percent 
of the garbage recovered from 
the river. 

He also said that the continu- 
ous improvements included the 
construction of linear parks on 
theriverbanks. 

“The former operators’ past 
experiences could help a lot in 
order to ensure the success of 
the new venture,” Fernando 
said. 

He added: “Whatever prob- 
lems encountered before could 
be averted especially wit 
concerted efforts of the n 
and local governments, the 
PRRC and various non-govern- 
mental organizations, to revive 
thePasig River.” 

Fernando also said that the 
service could also be extended 
to the coastal towns near Manila 
Bay, Laguna de Bay, and the 
Marikina River. 

MMDA Deputy Chair Cesar 
Lacuna said they would coordi- 
nate with the Department of 
Transportation and Communi- 
cation in putting up jeepney 
stops near the terminals for the 
passengers’ convenience. 

Before it ceased operations, 
Starcraft had 13 primary sta- 
tions located at Farola, Fort San- 
tiago, Jones Bridge/Escolta, Hu- 
lo in Mandaluyong, Pasig High 
School, Bambang (Pasig), 
Taguig, Rosario (Pasig), 
Lambingan Bridge (Sta. Ana), 
Guadalupe, Muntinlupa and 
Marcos Bridge. 


Viable alternative 

A trip from Pasig to Escolta 
only took 35 minutes, providing 
commuters a viable alternative 
to road transport, without traf- 
fic and pollution problems en- 
countered by regular bus and 
jeepney passengers. 

Fares were set at P20 for a 
one-way trip along the route 
onboard the 108-Seater ferry 
boat. 


“ca aeur ea More on the greenery, 


spected were found to be under 
filled by as much as 1.7 kilo- 


sues... JESS Strain on your 


cheating consumers by at least 


P65 per tank, Cristobal said. mone Enjoy the outdoor with 


wanese, Chun Shien Chang, and 
his Filipino wife, Leonora Be- 
dana, in Malate, Manila, in 1994. 

The relatives of the Filipino 
wife cheered RTC judge, Luis Ar- 
ranz, for the verdict. 

But there's nothing to praise 
Judge Arranz for. 

Why? Because it took him 10 
years to reach the verdict. Why it 
took him a decade to resolve the 
robbery-slaying case is a sad and 
bad commentary on our justice 
system. 

Justice delayed is justice de- 
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storeshoji's newest offer! 
Buy an Outdoor Garden Tent 
for only 295.00) 

and get a carrying case for 
P199.75! only (cash basis only) 


Promo good 
from Sept. 15 to Oct 1 only! 


Visit your nearest SLOTESHOD 


branch now! 


nied. What if the accused, Em- a FAIRVIEW: 417-6390 € ORTIGAS: 6954733 
manuel Paulo, was innocent? He A MAKATI: 09222160 ALABANG: 1902709 
would have been in jail 10 years. # BACOOR: (64) 971-0002 IMUS: (046) 53149. 


Isn't there a directive from the Liéestyle company 
Supreme Court giving lower ] 
courts a time frame within which 


‘© BINAN, (049) au mg LOS BANOS 


(041) 8214831 6 LIPA: (049) 404-00834 PAMPANGA: (48) 961-1139 o URDANETA: 


Zen veier er ske LOLO: (x) 220.2045 a CEBU: 0 2324937 » AYALA CEBU: 
the time frame is 100 years. (02 23547 CAGAYAN DE ORO: p 0582008 


(Editor's note: In an interview 
which was reported by the Innas- 
ax, Judge Arranz said he was the 
fifth judge to handle the Ase.) 


For inquiries call 372-6793 | 372-6731 
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PCU nips Perpet 
nears 8-year dre 


a a 


GAMES MONDAY (Rizal Coliseum) NY: Ta Wa 
2pm—Sanbadave Levan (rs Gomes) Me SWAN 
Lee tesch 
By Jasmine W. Payo K AO 


OPHOMORE Jason 
Castro drained a three- 


S pointer with five sec- 


onds left yesterday to bring 
Philippine Christian U within 
a game of fulfilling an eight- 
year championship dream. 


‘The long, mighty heave, taken from 
the right flank, bubbled before sinking for 
a 70-68 PCU win over University of Per- 
petual Help Alas in Game 1 of the NCAA 
senior basketball final at the Rizal Memo- 
rial Coliseum. 

His team was behind by two when he 
took the offbalanced jumper, and the 
hero in the dose, rugged match swore it 
wasa gift from God. 

“Suwerte lang, regalo ng Diyos. 1 saw 
the time at five seconds, so just took the 
det said the 18-year-old Casto. 

PCU shoots for the crown when it 
again dashes with Perpetual in Game 20f 
the best-ofthree championship seres on 
Wednesday at the Araneta Coliseum. 

"The Dolphins moved within a win of 
their firstever NCAA crown without 
head coach Loreto Tolentino, slapped a 
one-game suspension for excessive com- 
plaining in PCUS semifinal win against 
Letran last Wednesday. 

Tolentino 25-year-old son, Elvis, took 
over the bench, 

“My dad hugged and thanked me after 
the game. He stayed in the dugout the 
whole time. We just followed our plan. 
Whoever is open fora three, take it. Ifnot, 
just make sure we get a basket,” he said. 

Robert Sanz, who topscored with 18 
points, presided in the dosing minutes to 
sive PCUa 6665 advantage. 

But Noy Javier completed a three- 
point play to push the Akas ahead, 68-66, 
only 44 seconds remaining. 

Perpetual could have padded its lead 


‘CARLOS Martin Cecilia of PCU does a bone-jarring dunk. 


but Viadimir Joe missed his two charities ries agains defending champion San Be- 

inthe final 28 seconds. da Cubs after dismissing the POU Baby 
‘Another Ferperual miscue in the dying Dolphins, 78-6, in their semifinal playoff 

seconds that saw Javier turing the ball The saes: 

‘over during inbound nailed is fate. POU TO Ser 18, oe Casto 16 Sls 6 
‘Casto durch trey aso overshadowed | Garin 4 Paaga4, mei fei e, 

Javier's season-record of seven triples See rege 

a game-high 32 points. PERPETUAL EB— nier 32 Cuero 10. e 7, 
in junior play the Leran Squires ar- Voten Basen Barzan. Ayo O 

ranged a bes-ofthree championship se- Quatre 2271, 3434.5051, 7068 


PBA-BAP 
team-up key 
to hosting 
Asian caging 


By June Navarro 


AWORKING.  berween the Philippine 
Basketball Association and the Basketball Associ- 
ation of the Philippines would be a tremendous 
boost in the country’s bid to host the 2007 Asian 
Basketball Confederation men's championship. 

“Ifthe talis berween the PBA and the BAP be- 
come a success, Im 80-percent sure we're going 
to secure the hosting,” said former ABC secretary 
general Moying Martelino yesterday. 

Martelino, secretary general from 1989-1998, 
said ABC officials would find it difficult to turn 
down the Manila hosting once the PBA and the 
BAP join hands in a bid to come up with a 
formidable Philippine team noc only for Asian 
Games, but the ABC as well 

"Thats aside from the fact that Manila's last 


NO BACKING OUT: Obet Pagdanganan explains a point during yesterday's 
press conference. With him are Eric Buhain (eft) and Cto Dayrit... sum 


Enough cash to. host 
SEA Games—Obet 


By Marc Anthony Reyes the fist timesince 1991. 

The Philippine SEA Games Orga- 
nizing Committee chair made this 
assurance yesterday during a press 
conference attended by Philippine 
Spons Commission chair Eric 


NATIONAL official involved in the 
preparations for the 2005 South- 
east Asian Games yesterday tried to 
put an end to money worries over 


the hosting of rhe event. Buhain, Philippine Olympic Com- hosting ofthe ABC men's championship came 21 
Teach of the 14,000 foreign ath- miee president Celso Dayrit, years ago, Martelino stressed. 
Jetes and officials would only spend weighing boss Rep. Monico “its about time we bring the ABC to Manila. 


at least $1,000, the country can easi- 
ly recoup its P800-milion budget for 
the Games. 

"Thats according to SEAG chiefor- 
ganizer Roberto “Obet” Pagdanga- 


Puentevela and taekwondo's Robert 
Aventajado, among others. 

“We are here to finally end all 
doubts as to our capability to host 
the Games,” said Buhain. “We have 


‘They (ABC officials) know that this is a basket- 
bal-crazy country and theyll be excited to come 
back here,” said Martelino, who was executive 
director of the 1973 Manila ABC men's champi- 
‘onship, which RP won over South Korea. 


man, who said the country could be done it before (1991)." "The ABC serves as the qualifying tournament 
assured of eaming the money. Puentevella earlier that.” to the World Championships and Olympics. The 
Pagdanganan said theres no need. 10 percent of the slashed pork banel top two teams in the event will automatically 


clinch slots reserved for Asian countries. 
"The 2007 ABC could be the biggest opportu- 
PBA-BAP A28 


to lose sleep over the SEAG price tag 
because the country stands to gain 
more from holding the Games for 


Bibat triumphs in the din by 3 


‘of each of the 236 congressmen be al- 
located to the SEAG fund. He estimat- 
ed the amount to reach P600 million. 


By Musong R. Castillo Zealander Mike Purser, whoshot73. Choo yielded three strokes in the last 
In winning his first cideoutoftheju- three to finish third at 294after a 77. 
PLAYING before a hostile crowd, nior ranks, Bibat pooled a 290 total. Meanwhile, in the NGAP evaluation 
Michael Bibat pulled out all stops yes- Bibat wipped ona triple bogey on No. series for the World Amateur team, Ju- 
terday co win the Singapore Amateur 15 as rains and strong winds swept the vic Pagunsan shot a leisurely 74 to rule 
championship at the Sentosa golf course, allowing Purser and Singapore's the 144-holeevent with a S64 total. 
club’ tough Serapong course. Choo Tae Huang to dose in by wo. Jun Bernis—if Biba’ scores in Sin- 


"The 20-year-old Bibat almost lost a 
seven-stroke advantage heading into 
the lst five holes, regrouping in the fi- 
nal three to submit a 78, sicover.par, 
amd win by three shots over New 


A huge gallery jeered Bibat no end, 
forcing compatriot Tommy Manotoc, 
who was playing a couple of fights 
ahead, to pull out and lend Bibat a 
morale boost. 


gapore will not count—finished sec- 
‘ond with a 576 tally after a 73 at the 
Riviera's Langer course. 

“Anya Tanpinco topped the women’s 
sideafteran83. 
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les a special greeting 
with P10 load so your 
buddy can tell you how 
much she misses your 
warm smile! SMART 
PasaLoad Greet'N Load is 
complete — your special 
greeting will be sent alor 
with an MMS image, pic. 

ze, logo or ringtone 
that fully expresses how 
you feel. 
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BRUM Diff erent worlds 
mix in title bout 


Lë A ME CHE CHR 
WOODS-MICKELSON 


Power duo starts. 


US Ryder Cup bid 


BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIR Michi- 
gan—The Ryder Cup party was just a 
warmup. 

‘When it was time to get serious, US captain 
Hal Sutton strolled to the microphone to make an 
announcement far too long in coming: Tiger 
Woods and Phil Mickelson-— Americas two best 
players—were pairing up for the first time in Fri- 
days opening match ofthe Ryder Cup. 

^ felt like history needed it. I fel ike the fans 
needed it” Sutton said Thursday at the glitzy 


‘Sutton wanted to set a stirring tone right away 
for the three most intense days in golé So did Eu- 
Tope, which sensed à Woods-Mickelson pairing 
for the first of four better ball matches and sent 
‘out Colin Montgomerie and Padraig Harrington 
tostop them. 

Harrington is Europe's best player Mont- 
gomerie has the best Ryder Cup record. 

“We can beat them,” Monty declared. "If we do 
win that game, it wil have a dramatic effect on 
the day It would be huge for the 


opening ceremony, "And most of all, 1 felt like Phil 
Mickelson and Tiger Woods needed it” 
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AVAILABLE IN LEADING 
CAR ACCESSORIES 
‘SHOP NATIONWIDE 


TRUCKS - HEAVY EQUIPMENT - MISC. ITEMS 
owe daie: SEPT. 23 - 26, 2004 


STARTS AT 9730 Am SHAR 
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INSPECTION DATES: SEPT. 17.- 22, 2004 
- For inquires please ca: 
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"European 
team--and everybody here—to se that we can TIGER Woods (right) and Phil Mickelson will kick off the 
cope with their top two.” 


AP United States’ bid in the Ryder Cup. 


Pearl Stakes honor 


15 Marho 


SMART Communications Inc. 
joins forces with the Metropol 
tan Association of Race Horse 
Owners Inc. (Marho) in staging 
the 2004 Marho Pearl Stakes 
Races, the 30th Anniversary Rac- 
ing Festival, today and Sunday at 
the Santa Ana Park. 

‘The sponsorship agreement 
volves the staging of 15 top-m 
ey cup races paying tribute to 15 
distinguished horsemen who 
paved the way for the establish- 
ment ofthe first genuine group of 
local horse owners in the country. 

"This special racing event is in 
honor of Marho's 15 founding 
members, pioneers in their own 


pioneers 


Tight, who have blazed the trail to 
ensure the continuing develop- 
ment of local horse racing,” said 
Marho president Aristeo G. Puyat. 

Highlight of Marho's 30th an- 
niversary race festival is the Ed- 
wardo M. Cojuangco Jt. Cup in 
honor of Marho's founding chair 
and president, who has been sole- 
ly credited for streamlining the 
operation of local horse racing 
through the creation of the Philip 
pine Racing Commission (Philra- 
com). 

With the entry of Smart, Marho 
has increased the total guaran- 
teed prize for the Eduardo, Co- 
juangco Cup to P1 million. 


LAS VEGAS—Oscar De La 
Hoya won an: Olympic gold 
medal, made milions early 
and carved out an empire that 
includes his own promotion 
company. Bemard Hopkins 
spent time in prison, fought 
for peanuts and waited until 
the age of 39 to get his big op- 
portunity. 

The two fighters meet Sat- 
urday night for the undisputed 
middleweight title after taking 
different paths to what may be 
the riches: non-heavyweight 
fightever. 

‘De La Hoya has big fightex- 
perience and a glittering repu- 


for every dollar he could get. 

“You give me a rich fighter 
and a hungry fighter and Im 
going withthe hungry fighter” 
Hopkins said. 

Hopkins will make a mini- 
mum $10 milion to risk de- 
fend his middleweight ties. 
De la Hoya will make far 
more, at least $30 million, for 
the riskiest fight of his career. 

Hopkins has defended titles 
18 times and hasnt lost since 
Roy Jones Jt beat him 11 
years ago. 

“The reason took this fight 
is 1 know I can win,” De La 
Hoya sid. ‘AIL want is those 


tation. Hopkins cames a 
^ hunger bom out of scrapping 


Ger 


its. Believe me when I tell 
youthosebeksare mine?” AP 


RP YOUTH 

TheRP-Burlington Youth squad currently campaigning in the ABC 
juniors tournament in Banglaore, India, are (sitting, from left) Led 
Joseph Claravall, Harvey Aquino, Michael Sy, Mark Angelo Canlas and 
Rodel Raneses. (Middle, from eft): Assistant coaches Britt Reroma 
and Ricardo King, team manager Teddy Perefa, Burlington GM 
Ruddy Tan, head coach Johny Tam and assistant coach Ching Ching 
Marcelino. (Standing, from left): Darryl Bautista, Dylan Simon 
Ababou, Jervy Cruz, Diogenes Villame, Andrian Celada, Ram. 
Panganiban, Alvin John Calatayud and Allan Pador (utility), The 
Filipinos bowed to the Lebanese, 83-63, on Wednesday, but 
recovered with a 100-76 rout of the Kuwaitis Thursday. 


Batangas repulses Tribu 


Ng 
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MEGA SALE! 
on September 23, 2004 - STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 


NOW ON VIDEO 


UPA CITY—The Batangas 29ers 
‘went ona 17-0 tear in the final quar- 
terto tur back favored Tribu Sugbu 
(Cebu Tribes), 8684, Thursday 
night in the NBC (National Basket- 
ball Conference) national champi- 
conship at the Cultural and Conven- 
tion Center here. 

The 29ers scored 17 straight 
points behind the hot hands of Lito 
Saygo to surge ahead, 8476, en 


route to their fifth win in 13 games. 

"The Cebuanos finished the elimi- 
nations at 104. The win gave Batan- 
gas the homecourt edge against 
Baguio in the wildcard phase of the 
toumey sponsored by Panasonic, 
Spring Cooking Oil, PCSO, Sulpicio 
Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral Wa- 
ter, Cebu Ferries, Air Philippines, Su- 
pereat, Skygo Motorcycles, Trans- 
Asia, Acceland Molten. 


Sagupaan 5-stag in Pampanga 


THE NEW schedule of "Annual 
Sagupaan 5-Stag Derby,” one of the 
derby crowd-drawers in Central Lu- 
zon every year, is on Sept. 23 
(Thursday) at the Pampanga Colise- 
Um. A prize of P500,000 is at stake. 
The event will be presented anew by 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000 and 


hosted by sabong ido Patrick Anto- 
nio. Leading the Metro Manila cock- 
ers are Gerry Ramos, Mayor Nene 
Aguilar, Tony Lasala, Benjie Lim, 
Boy Royo, Ramon Mancenares, 
Arnold Mendoza and two-time Stag- 
fighter of the Year Sonny Lagon. Call 
6963943 and 6398365. 


Derby 
begins 


ITS A BLOWOUT at 
Roligon Mega Cockpit 
staring at 5 p.m. today 
as Metro Manila's not= 
'ed cockfighters com- 
pete against their 
counterparts from La- 
una, Batangas, Que- 
zon and Cavite in the 
BMJ-Mico 4-Stag Der- 
by. Hosted by Boy 
Gamila of Malabon 
City and Mimi chon 
Cabuyao, tonight's 
event is sponsored by 
Thunderbird Platinum 
sa paluan di mauu- 
nahan. World Slasher 
champs Pol Estreliado 
& Boy Royo lead the 
participants 


Ulutan 
at PCC 


FOUR days of cock- 
fighting action (2-cock 
ulutan) unfolds at the 
air-conditioned Pasay 
City Cockpit beginning 
tomorrow. Each cham- 
pion wil receive a 
Guaranteed prize of 
6,000 while the 
fastest kil champion 
may win any of the tol- 
lowing prizes: color TV, 
refrigerators, DVD. 
player, microwave. 
‘ven and sacks of «i 
Entre fools only 
1,000. Paying pa- 
trons wil get tree 
sandwich and drinks 
Registration of entries 
starts at Ba.m. Call 
843-1890, 843-1748. 
and 816-8750 
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Cheers to the 


~H Winners of 
=<==:/The Grand 


Cast 


Winners of P100,000.00 


Rosalito B. Patigdas 


of General Santos City 


Valeriano Salgado- 
of Sta. Cruz, Manila 


Joel Cabatingan 
of Agusan del Norte 


Winners of the Trip to Shanghai to witness the first F1 Shanghai Grand Prix 


William Ong 
of Valenzuela City 


Probo M. Viilena 
of Batangas City ` 


Winners of the Home Entertainment System 


Victor T. Lee 
of Valenzuela City 


Winners of Goodyear Tires (1 set each) 
Romy Meneses of Libsong East, Lingayen 
Roger Tsai of Mandaue City, Cebu 

Alfredo Pulido of Isabela 

Dick Rodriguez of Sta. Cruz, Laguna 

Arnold Escanilla of Parafiaque 

Joel P. Pascua of Sta. Maria, Pangasinan 
Henry Carlos of Poblacion, Pampanga 
Marlon Garbo of San Juan, Metro Manila 
Marissa Viernes of Isabela 

Omar Romero of Ermita, Manila 

Rolando N. Valles of Urdaneta, Pangasinan 
Bernard J. Chua Chun of Sucat, Parafiaque 
Jayson M. Macahiya of Carla Bay, Laguna 
Silvestre A. Mendoza Jr. of Naguilian, La Union 
Pablo Patulot of Agoo, La Union 

Renato Martin of Hagonoy, Bulacan 

Tristan Tejada of Batangas City 

George Tendencia of Lucena City 

Ramon Y. Sanchez of Bifian, Laguna 

Jonel A. Caberto of Koronadal City 

Rodrigo Jabellana of Cebu City 

Bienvenido Salenga of Baguio City 

Edgar Gempesaw of Davao City 

Nick Leung of La Trinidad, Benguet 

Jose Martinez Jr. of Novaliches, Quezon City 


Ferdinand J. Dilao of Silang, Cavite 
Rodolfo F. Beltran of Cagayan de Oro City 
Lorenzo Hernando of Laoag City 

Carlos C. Garcia of Bifian, Laguna 


4 Winners of HandyMan GC worth P10,000 


Arnulfo Vergara of Los Baños, Laguna 
Luis Grande of Pasig City 

Gerry R. Gorospe of Cagayan de Oro City 
Heldiliza S. Cadag of Tacloban City 


GOODZYEAR 


Oné Revolution Ahead 


www.castrol.com.ph 


Winners of Ace Hardware GC worth P10,000 


Ronaldo Silvestre of Baliuag, Bulacan 
Amel Cañon of lligan City 

Nelson Ubanan of Cainta, Rizal 

Jun A. Muli of Baguio City 


50 Winners of Castrol jackets 


Jemuel Yumang of Imus, Cavite 

Isidro Gayorgor of General Trias, Cavite 
Gilbert Lucido of Las Pifias City 

Teofilo Danganan Jr. of Bugallon, Pangasinan 
Danilo M. Reyes of Cabanatuan City 

Dino Valerio of Cagayan de Oro City 

Benfil Buenvenida of Antipolo City 

Brian C. Gempesaw of Lanang, Davao City 
Emesto Ah of Quezon City 

Pedro T. Saldua of Negros Oriental 

Erma Tolentino of Cagayan de Oro City 
Tirso B. Mendoza of San Femando, La Union 
Greg Ferdinand B. Lustiva of Pasig City 
Edgar Lopez of Bacolod City 

Jose Gabriel of Silang, Cavite 

Janice Malinao of Dagupan City 

Manolito Emflorgo of Cainta, Rizal 

Julio Atencio of Caloocan City 

Cesar G. Onelia of Sta. Rosa, Laguna 

Arnel Gaza of Bombon, Camarines Sur 

Efren Pagcaliwagan of Batangas City 
Rodelio Romero of Lagao, General Santos City 
Manolito R. Dauz of Sta. Catalina, Ilocos Sur 
Eufrocino Requerme of Sinayawan, Valencia City 
Rafael Santiago of Paranaque City 

Jesus Ocado of Cagayan de Oro City 

Mike Mendoza of San Femando, Pampanga 
Aldo M. Valbuena of Los Baños, Laguna 
Jerry G. Gamali of Cagayan de Oro City 
Michael P. Caguloa of Santolan, Pasig City 
Rene Ledesma of Cebu City 

Adriano Marasigan of Sta. Cruz, Manila 


Noel Rodolfo 


of Tandang Sora, Quezon City 


Arsenio S. Vicencio of Cabanatuan City 
Wilfredo Gonzalvo of Balagtas, Bulacan 

Rey David Garcia of Fairview, Quezon City 
Alex V. Maquiling of Murcia, Negros Occidental 
Ruben B. Mallari of Tanauan City, Batangas 
Nancy Esguerra of Binmaley, Pangasinan 
Rusty Dilar of Bacolod City 

Clodualdo T. Balinado of Cabuyao, Laguna 
Carmelito R. Tan of Cebu City 

Visitacion Uy of Cauayan, Isabela 

June M. Pagcaliuangan of San Sebastian, Lipa City 
Jerewayne Prieto of Dagupan City, Pangasinan 
Adfel Montemayor of Pasay City 

Arlan Andres of General Santos City 

Reynaldo Gumayao of Tacurong City 

Ariel Santos of Taytay, Rizal 

Sheila Abratique of Lemery, Batangas 
Antonio Pangilinan of Amadeo, Cavite 


All winners will receive registered mall that 
confirms their winning. Metro Manila winners 
can claim their prizes at Castrol's head office 
at 30th Floor, LKG Tower, Ayala Ave., Makati 
City. Winners living outside of Metro Manila 
will be contacted by a Castrol Representative 
with instructions on how to claim their prizes. 
Goodyear will inform the winners of Goodyear 
tires on how to claim their prizes. 

When claiming prizes, please present the 
registered mail you received, your code 
attached and untampered in Castrol's PCO 
bottle cap and two valid ID's, such as driver's 
license, company ID, SSS ID, etc. 

To all who joined the Grand Castrol Text 
Blast, we thank you for your continued 
patronage of Castrol products and thank you 
for making The Grand Castrol Text Blast a 
huge success! 


TrueYalue. 


PER DTI-NCR Permit No. 1242, Series of 2004. 


na 


Casing Kuznetsova . 


SVETLANA Kuznetsova can be a role 
model to aspiring athletes the world 
over, but more specifically to those com- 
ing from Third World countries like the 
Philippines. 

"When she was seven years old, 
Kuznetsova received a bicycle asa birth- 
day giftfrom her mother 

Why a bicycle? 

Well, because Kuznetsova's mother is 
a sime world cycling champion. She 
wanted her daughter to follow in her 
footsteps. Already a son of hers had tak- 
en up cycling. Whats one more child 
getting initiated into mom's beloved 
sport? In fact, only very recently the son 
placed second im the world cycling 
championship, 

‘There was no doubt cycling ran inthe 
family 

But then, the young Svetlana had 
other things in mind. The bicycle did not 
seem to interest her. Ie was tennis that 
fascinated her. She soon found herself 
trading the bicycle for a tennis racquet. 

Some 12 years later, Kuznetsova 
‘would be crowned champion of the US 
"Open tennis championship. As she 
basked in the glare of the spotlight, 
Kuznetsova couldn't help but remember 
the days at the "salt mine.” 

Said Kuznetsova: “I remember how my 
mom suffered, She was ering during the 
right because was not doing so well." 

Hers was a story of mother and 
daughter struggling together to succeed 
against all odds. 

^I traveled with my mom,” said 
Kuznetsova. “She put so much time into 
me” 

"We have seen fathers looking after 
the athletic career of their children. 
Tiger Woods father Michael Jordan's fa- 
ther. The Wiliams sister’ father. Alvin 
Pasimonios Mang Angel. Lydia de Ve- 
ga's Tatang. Paeng Nepomucenos Mang 
Angel. Mark Paragua's Ric. 

Without Marina Hingi tight guarding 
mother the Miss Swiss would not have 
achieved her enormous succes in tennis. 

‘And didn’t Lourdes, Jennifer Rosales’ 
mother, drop everything justto be by her 
daughter's side wherever she is? 

“Almost always, you find a parent be- 
hind a successful athlete. 

Kuznetsova is no exception. 

“Mom and I always tried looking for 
the right coach,” said Kuznetsova, “We 
changed coaches alot.” 

Kuznetsova eventually sertled in Spain, 
where she found the coach to her liking. 
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“My parents made enormous sacri 
fices," she said, “and 1 hope to repay 
them.” 

‘Although her daughter dropped the 
sport mother had loved since childhood, 
Mom never sulked. S 

"We didn't have much money in 
family because it was all going to ten- 
Tis" said Kuznetsova. “Mom never 
bought anything for herself It is just un- 
believable to remember those things.” 

Kuznetsova’s rise to fame followed 
the earlier heroic exploits this year-of 
wo other Russian women—Anastasi 
‘Myskina, 22, winning the French Open, 
‘and Maria Sharapova, 17, pocketing 
‘Wimbledon. 

Call it a fairy tale and 1 wont dis- 


agree. 
Some decades back, such Russian 
women like Olga Morozova and 
Natasha Zvereva had gained some suc- 
cossintemationally 
Morozova reached the finals twice, at 
Wimbledon in 1968, and the French 
Open in 1974. Each time, she lost. 
‘Zvereva came along to reach the 
French Open finals in 1988. Bur she had 
a Steffi Graf for an opponent—a Graf at 
her best—and lost. 
Russian ladies tennis went into hiatus 


after that. It bounced back only when | 


Boris Yeltsin, a passionate tennis fan, be- 
came Russian president. 

he men triggered the comeback, 
with Yevgeny Kafelnikov spearheading 
it He won the French Open in 1996, the 
Australian Open in 1999 and the 
Olympic gold medal in Sydney in 2000. 

After years of struggle for Russian 
women as personified by Anna 
Koumikova, a rabid competitor whose 
only title worth talking about is her 
whislebait figure and Miss Universe 
smile, comes the invasion by the Russian 
women ofthe tennis world. 

Kuznetsova, only 19, but already the 
winner of $1 million with her victory in 
the US Open, has helped tightened the 
screws. 

If you catch her mom crying at night 
from hereon, no need to guess what 
those tears are for. 


PHILIPPINE | 
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OVER 4,000 runners gather when the 
28th National Milo Marathon goes to 
Mindanao for the final time this season. 
with the staging tomorrow of the the Bu- 
tuan Ciy elimination race. 

“The runners start from the town plaza 
forthe 21-km qualifying run, 5-K fun run, 
EX kiddies age group race held in part- 
nership with Bayview Park Hotel Manila, 
Cebu Pacific, adidas, Globe Handyphone 
and the Department of Tourism. 

Jonard Comonong and Mary Jane 
Cahig, who ruled the Caraga region elim- 
nation leg last year, are again favored to 


SAVING RP SPORTS 


2 By Mare Anthony Reyes 


ei ‘THE TESTED politician who wants to take over the 
Philippine Olympic Committee has grandiose plans, 
7 among them the selling of the historic Rizal Memo- 
rial Sports Complex and the establishment of ana- 
tional training center in Clark Field, Pampanga. 


Ñ 


GRAND, WORKABLE PLAN: Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco looks forward. 


Former Tarlac Rep. José 
“Peping” Cojuangco yesterday 

also belted the problems be- 

setting Philippine sports. 

‘* He said these pale in compar- 
{son to what he's been through 


in politics, 


In his fist public statement 
since announcing his plans to 
run for POC president, Cojoang- 
coundermined the quarrels 
among sports bodies, particular- 
Iy the national sports associa- 


tons. 


“Thave experiences in the 
past, especially in politics when 
parties have differences, which 1 


‘think are far bigger than what 
the NSAs are fighting over,” Co- 
juangcotoldthe een rm. 
not promising miracles in every 
aspect but think true spots- 
men will believe the programs 
that! plan to implement.” 

Ontopof Cojuangeo'sagen- 
da, ifhe wins over incumbent 
POC chief Celso Dayritin 
November isthe establishment 
ofa national training center in 
the former Clark Air Basein 
Pampanga, which he envisions 
tobe thenext headquarters of 
Philippine sports 

He said 200 hectares of land 


Peping offe? 
CD E 


with structures 
fered tohouse 
said itcould re 
year-old Rizal 
Complex, whic] 
asa valuable p 
“tf plans pus 
ask President 
sell the Rizal MI 
some ofthe m 
the training ce 
Juangeo of the 
pects to compl 
fore the Bejing 
“Clark isa heal 
the athletes, frd 
and pollution. 
has grown obs 
Cojuangco: 
togeteach nat 
sponsor fromal 
in business, sp 
to ease the gor 
den of paying i| 


dominate this years field. 

The winners of the 21-K race will re- 
‘ceive trophies, P10,000 cash purse and a 
Globe Handyphone. The top three finish- 
ersin the men’s and women's 21-K races, 
meanwhile, will advance to the national 
finals on Nov. 14 in Metro Manila where 


City Mayor Democrito “Boy Daku” 
Plaza II has been invited to fire the start- 
ing gun at 6 a.m. Also invited to grace the 
awarding ceremonies are Celedonio L. 
Layon Jr, director of DepEd, Luz $. Alme- 
da, assistant director, Superintendent 
Eden C. Omboy of Butuan Ciy and Su- 


Milo qualifying race goes to Butuan Paragı 
twice 1 


FILIPINO Internat 
posted two straight 
and boost his bid. 
the 2nd Alushta too] 


P75,000 await the champion. perintendent Ponciano A. Joven of Agu- Paragua scalped 

A total of P940,000 in purses await san del Norte. à pion IM Orazly An 
winners in the national finals as wellas The28th National Milo Marathon cn, then whipped Rus 
the side events in the 10K, SK, and 3K, in nation races have already gone to Lipa to push his total to 
November City. General Santos, lilo, Metro Manila, The Filipino cin 

‘The Butuan City run will also feature Cagayan de Oro, Olongapo, Cebu, fubedged GM by 
school cheering and team competitions. Tacloban, Naga, Davao and laoag City.” fourrounds. Mal 
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national athletes currently in. 
the roster. 

“If we can present a good 
program, we will not run out of 
people willing to help,” said Co- 
juangco. "These programs will 
Þe a signal to the contributors to 
Tend their support.” 

‘As for the 2005 Southeast 
Asian Games, Cojuangco said 
he is confident the country can 
raise funds for the hosting. 

He even called for trans- 
parency with regard to the gen- 
eration of funds from gove- 
‘ment and the private sector. 

“fwe can present a united 
front--and Ithink I have gained 


u 


werebeingof- enough support ro unite Philip- 
heathletes.He pine sports—we can expect 
þiacethe70. — (government to help,” he said. 
Hemorial Sports... Cojuangco, who had served 

b could besold as president ofthe national 
[xeofpropeny bowling and golf associations 
keen wil and is now the equestrian boss, 
royoifwecan added that winning should not 
femorialand use... bethe end-all goal of'his admin- 
cyto establish istration. Rather itis “character 
er” said Co- building and disciplin 

pian whichheex- The gold medals, he sai, will 
tein 2008, be. surely follow “once we set 
Olympics. things straight.” 

iy placetotrain ` He also defended himself 
'efromthenoise from claims that he may not be 
ai Memorial immediately reachable once he 


gets elected as POC president 
“Thave been a congressman 
five times without losing, Iwas 
a former councilor, vice mayor 
and mayor; said Cojuangco. "If 
sand polities lcantbereached by my con: 
mmenrsbur. stituents, how could have] won. 
Pr the 5000r so e 


hete through the 


Ico bared plans 
[onal athlete a 
hong his friends 


allthose'y 


1a strikes 
or lead 


fonal Master Mark Paragua 
vins to regain solo leadership 
im the Grandmaster title in 
beren in Crimea, Ukraine. 
six-time Turkmenistan cham. 
hageldyev in the ninth round 
jan IM Alexsander Obukhov 
O points. 
ab the norm he needs to bea 
coring 3.5 points in the next 
lon Bernardino, Contributor 


GUIDICELLI 


Tigers 

pin 2nd 
loss on 
Koreans 


THE COCA-COLA Tigers edged the SK 
Knights, 93-90, Thursday night in the 
Philippine Basketball Association-Kore- 
‘an Basketball League goodwill series at 
the Arellano University Gym. 

William Antonio canned two free 
throws and the Tigers defended well in 
the last five seconds to hand the Kore- 
ans their second straight defeat. 

The Sta. Lucia Realtors also beat the 
nights, 106-103, Wednesday 

SK import Leon White, who suited up 
for Purefoods in its successful campaign 
in the 2002 Governors Cup, erupted for 
28 points but the Tigers held their 
‘ground on a well-balanced attack. 

Korean deadshor Cho Song Hyun 
nearly sole the shaw as he made three 
straight triples that brought the Knights 
‘backto life, 9091, in the closing seconds. 

‘The scores 

COCA-COLA S3 oro 15, Antonio 13, Hat- 
det 12, David 12 Juno 11, Warr 10. ands 
30 Atorietos 6 Hugratan kenge) 

‘SK KNIGHTS SE in Chun He 15, Chun 
14, Cho9: Lim B, Lang Pak Lee 2. Lim Jong 

Quarters: 22:22, 31-40.6561,5390 


From page A25 
nity for the country to qualify for the 
2008 Beijing Olympic Games. 

The RP five last played in the 1972 
Munich Olympiad. 

Marcelino said althoug 
rea, Japan and even 2006 Asia 
host Qatar are expected to bid, the BAP 
could persuade ABC officials to give the 
Philippines a chance since these coun- 
tries have taken tums hosting the event 
in the last 20 years 

“f1 were in the BAB Fd convince ABC 
officials to grant usthe hosti 


PBA-BAP team-up 


Traditionally, key ABC officials, led by 
the president, vice president, secretary- 
general and treasurer, choose the host 
country while the rest of the board con- 
firms the decision. 
The bidder should have a good 
sanding as a member of the ABC. In 
1973, everybody was happy with the 
hosting, so | guess we wouldnt be de: 
nied if we try said Martelino 

“Money is not the problem. We could 
generate funds through sponsorships. 
Whats impon: he things that we 
could offer as hosts,” he added, 

At least P6 million will be spent for. 
the weeklong event. 


Guidicelli pulls off 2nd karting sweep 


CEBU CITY—Cebu Racing Group top 
driver Matteo Guidicelli scored a double 
victory last weekend in the seventh leg 
of the 2004 PCSO-Shell Superkarting 
Series at the Kart Zone here. 

Guidicelli, backed up by Penshoppe, 
Oakley and CRG Kans, posted the 
fastest lap time of 26.09 seconds as he 
wowed the hometown crowd with his 
big triumph in the Rotax Max Juniors 
cass over Marty Aguilar of Bosch Ine! 
‘co and third placer Mark Bumgamer of 
M&M Racing. 

Guidicelli then dominated the pre- 


mier Formula Open class over defend. 

ing champion Michelle Bumg: 
ing and third 

andra PCR 

Sharing ho 


Jan Jan Gonzales of 
the CRG la Rotax 
Max sion over Manila bets 
Tim Gosnel, Lee Bumgamer of MEM 
Racing. Tom Stockinger, and Marcel 
Thenu. 

Kk was the second double victory for 
Guidicelli: he achieved ti 
the second leg last Apr 


In the first heat last Saturday, Guidi 
celli suffered a broken steering wheel in 
the 12th lap but came back to top the 
second hat oser Villalon and Uy 
iling for Guidicelli in 
cre he preserved his hold 
sghout the 25 ap race. 
alon of Birel-Fila took fourth 
place in the Formula Open while Mark: 
Bumgamer, Marlon Stockinger of Birel- 
Fila and Blake Go of CRG ended fifth, 
sixth and seventh, respectively 

The other dass winness were Daniel 
(Gea, Roben Buston and Natasha Boson. 
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BMW Series 


Jaguars earn 
another shot 
at UCAA title 


PHILIPPINE School of Business Administ 
tion turned back No. 2 seed La Salle-Dasmari- 
ñas, 69-64, to book a return trip to the finals 
of the 3rd Universities and Colleges Athletics. 
Association (UCAA) basketball tournament at 
the Pasay Sports Complex. 

Bong Sagala topscored for PSBA with 19 

Š points, including eight in the final period as the 
Jaguars overcame a six point deficit. 

“We're thankful we managed to get through)" 


runners-up to ousted champion 
St. Francis of Assisi the past two seasons, meet 
top seeds Emilio Aguinaldo Generals for the tite 
of the eight-school meet backed by Accel, Arena 
swimwear, Shakey’ Pizza, New Balance shoes, 
Villa de Oro Boracay, Molten and Mikasa balls. 

Game 1 of the best-of-three title series is set 
Sept. 28 at the Pasay Sports Complex. 

The scores 

PSBA69— Sagai 19. Pie 17, Mercado 10. Taroras 7, Diaz 
7, Briones, Mara, Vite 

DE Bt Rosas 14, Reges 11, Baguio 9, Maki 6 
Foro Slade 3, Hasaon 2 

Bees 11-12. 30-35, 50-52. 6964. 


LIVE on 
| DREAM GOLF 


Sept. 17-20,2004 


arve 
DREAM Satellite TV Channel 49 
| Sept. 17: 4:00 am-6:00 am 

Sept. 18: 8:05 pm-6:30 am 
Sept. 19: 8:05 pm-6:30 am 
Sept. 20: 11:55 pm-5:50 am 
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Thriller. 


0% interest for 4 years. 


The BMW 3 Series is made to thrill, Nothing excites like its 
sporty styling and dynamic performance. And now you can 
experience pure driving pleasure at the most thrilling conditions; 


25% downpayment and 0% interest for 
4 years on selected BMW 3 Series models“. 


Asan alternative, you can opt for BMW Service Inclusive: 
a 5-year or 60,000km free service package including 
parts and labor from your authorized BMW dealer. Another 
innovative offer, the first of its kind, only from BMW. 

‘See yrs for sis 
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Their Identities Are Potested, 

J-- Their Missions Are Highly Classified, 
d lan ey Survive The Final Assigament? 


Tom Hanks 
Catherine Zeta-Jones 
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From page A15 


an unlimited supply of 
yettobemet neigh- 
bors at Joey's apart- 
ment complex. 

Dra de Matteo 
(The Sopranos?) is in- 
stantlyin gear as Ginaya 
takecharge siser and 
mom (but enough al- 
ready with the breast 
implant jokes). Paulo 
Costanzo ("Road Tip") 
is appealing as a brainy 
naif—a comic counter- 
point to his unde and 
mom. 

After 10 years as 
Joey, series star Matt. 
LeBlanc has the role 
down pat, and it's a 
continuing delight to 
watch him work. 

Joey also gets a 
flash of self insight. 


Adaptable 
“T was happy in New 
York he tels Gina, im- 
ploring her to be a litle 
more adaptable. "T wied 
really hard to keep 
things fum changing. 
Bir, everyone ele got 
mami and had kids 
and moved on. They al 
hanged. So, Im giving 
change a shot. Hoping 
things say the same—it 
dee 
This is a fine mo- 
ment from both the 
af actor and writers, 
wu tHe and clear evidence 
how solidly the series 
is grounded. There's 
nothing revolution- 
ary about “Joey” but 
there's plenty of new 
ground to cover with 
thisoldfriend. AP 
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Katie Melua sings with a maturity that belies her yo 


By Noelani Torre Mieres kun ed pop we don't get. Se successful penned in her album, “Faraway 
world needs more talents like them. or make tons of money; the most Vie," is dedicated to Cassidy 
HERE'S a new pop , Melua splashed into the scene d amazing thing to me would be 10 ` Mcun has oft been compared to 
d just last year when her single people saying that my music has Norah Jones, but their only resem- 
starontherise, and Ji y ` 
he bears absolute- De Closest Thing To Crazy” re- really touched them, rather den Hee, really i in the kind of musie 
she bears absolute- ceived extensive radio airplay ahundred people just buying my they choose to perform. Nora well- 
Jy no resemblance to Brit- and even hit No. Lin the British album for the sake of it." known for her husky pipes, whereas 


mey Spears, Christina chars. Katie has a more gilish voice, with a 


Ge Direct gaze tendency towards sweetness. 

Aguilera, ang all the oth... Debut album Thee ret the sort of sentiments 
er glossy blondes out Her debut album, “Call Off the that most singers can get away with, Sugar overload 
there. This pop starissell- search" (Dramatico/UniversaD, especially Spears and her sisters, but — The songs in “Call Of the Seach” 
ing music, not sex, has proven to be just as success- Melua, with her brisk accent and di- are, of couse, meant to showcase that 
and—wonder of won. ful, knocking Dido off the top à rex gaze, somehow believable. voice, and though theyre all techni- 
ders She sings, and it’s 3pot earlier this year. We're only à Discovered by Mike Batt (The cally glossy some of them are either 

E: just hearing about her in this part E Wombles) when she was only 18 too soft or light and breezy for our 
not bubblegum and cot- ofthe world, however asthe pub- and sil studying at the Brit School taste, a style that, combined with 
ton candy, either. licity behind this rising star is, for \ for Performing Arts, Melua has long that sweet voice, sometimes results in 

Oneofthis newbreed ofsingersis once, notin overdrive, / M had an interest in music (she plays sugar overload. 

19year-old Katie Melua, a Georgian “The fame thing is not my the guitar and the piano). Sil, its an enjoyable album al in 
bom honey-voiced Brit with a yen thing,” she has said in a couple of ‘Other musicians she counts among al, and Melua sings with a maturity 
for jazz andthe blues, This dep. interviews., "To be honest, T ees Ba Ce Bt eee AA 
tion bears more than a lte resem- would just like people to appreci- Fitzgerald, Joni Mitchell, fd Bob Dy- ward to her future releases, where we 
Hance to the ubiquitous Ms Jones ate the masie, lüomtrslyenelt MELUA. Honey-voiced Brie witha yen for jazz and the blues ian. In fact, one of the two songs she hope to hear more of her own songs. 


Kevin Spacey, Jamie Foxx portray Bobby Darin and Ray Charles 
ORONTO—They see, but I'm going to allow him to will rekindle respect for the 
QUEM Ben owes eso 

aa I ond H ingat E “changeculture. He’ goingtobethe have Bobby Darin finally receive 

Charles and Bobby Darin $ person to show people that youcan the credit he deserved,” said Kate 

got to jam together at the break down color barriers, because Bosworth, who plays Dee in “Be- 

Toronto International STN 3 r Teqntseewhatcdoryouare” yond the Sea." “Because Darin 

A : ` 4 q complications during open heart terms of his health, he felt like his 
Jamie Foxx and Kevin Y surgery, Darin has become a for- time was running out. So, he 
Spacey. gotten man next to Charles wanted to do everything quickly. 

Over Be poen pog di- a But like Charles, who blended People could never quite catch up 


gospel, R&B and county inf with what he was doing: 
biopic, “Beyond the Sea, turned ences, Darin scored hisin arange e. a o von 
upat a festival party where Foxx, MR. 4 of styles with "Beyond the Sea," Singing voice 
who plays Charles in "Ray" was "Dream Lover” "Mack the Knife" For "Ray" Hackford never 
doing a rap number atop a piano. i and “IFT Were a Carpenter.” thought about using anyone's 
Foxx hauled Spacey up onstage, Spacey got his early musical singing voice but Charles" for 
and the two actors had a go at education from his fathers exten- most of the tunes. Foxx, a classi- 
Darin’ first hit from the 1950s. : Sive collection, which included cally trained pianist who spent 
So, Bobby Darim and Ray 4 Duke Ellington, frank Sinatra, El- time with Charles to emulate his 
Charles got together and, did fa Fitzgerald and Dari. keyboard siyle, voices à few 
"Splish-Splash, ` Spacey said in e “By the time Twas inmyteens, songs from Ray's early career, 
an interview with the Associated 1 thought Bobby Darin was of all when he sang in a softer style 


Press at the Toronto festival, å , of them the greatest,” Spacey akin to Nat King Cole's. 
where “Beyond the Sea” and BOB Hoskins, Kate Bosworth and Kevin Spacey topbi said. "I considered ‘him the. The bulk of the hits—among 


“Beyond the Sea.” 


“Ray” were playing. in the room.” . them “I Got a Woman,” “What'd I 
ay mere TE acer next I2 years to bring "Beyond the for “Ray” and giving his blessing o. And, say the filmmakers, both "erh? Hea eet MNT 
month; “Beyond the Sea” in De- Sea” to the screen, and “Ray” di- a rough cut of the fima month be- men are long overdue for such Showmanship "Hic rhe Road Jack are Charles 


cember. rector Taylor Hackford struggling fore he died in June. movie tributes. 
am for 15 years to tell Charles story. ` Darin’s wife, Sandra Dee, and “If you believe in God, you 
Similarities Each filmmaker had full backing , theirson supported Spacey'sfilm, know that He took extra time 
"The films bear a number of from the principals. Charles was on ' turning over the original musical when it came to making Ray 
similarities. Both were a long board with Hackford from thestart, arrangements used by Darin, who Charles; Foxx said. "He said, Te 
time coming, Spacey working for. "recording new versions ofhis songs died in 1973 at age 37, for going to take my time, so when 
Spacoy's recreations of thetunes. Ray Charles gets here, he's going four performing Darins songs. that is if you can do it eer But, 
The films present their protag- 10 bea little misunderstood, he's with = big band in December to will you be able to do better than 


OP E NS s EI PTE MBER 291 | ons wars and all—Charles! going to be complex, and he'sgo- = promote the film, which he hopes... Ray Charles?” pe] 


heroin addiction and boundless ing to be interesting, 
womanizing, Dari's neglect of oo i 
his family in his almost fanatical Different JOEY? 


devotion to his career. “Tm not going to allow him to ‘Friends’ spinoff is friendly, 
Ri fun and full of laughs 


NEW YORK--The big countless comedies up where “Friends” left 


mamatk reinvented! SZ news: They didn't about wannabe ac- offlast May. 
ag bu] screw cup. toe’), "home ie Inthe premiere tle- 
showa ZU and anus secre ful af poten: doy Tb am 
ingly Soey picks right ak especially. with rives in Hollywood to 
g pursue his acing career 
ng ou ag 
big sister, Gina, a sexy 
iii ani young 


Spacey, who performed in mu- own boisterous recordings, with 
sicals from his teens into his 20s, Foxx lipsynching. 

sings his own numbers in “Be: “Ray Charles has one of the most 
yondthe Sea,” admirably captur- renowned and recognizable voices 
ing Darims swinging showman- in the world,” said Hackford, "The 
ship. He plans a 13-city concert only reason to do something like 
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SATURDAY special — 
Beatles f£ M. QN. 
scions benefit from ` A "` . ea ES o sc 
exceptional A ee 
musical genes *-—— 
IN NV 4 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


SOS ode, MUS a TANEN: ENE LAND, EE PUREOOLD 
‘TALENT will out, and so will exceptional per- E For Inquiries Call C Interactive Hotline: 3745524 [3734760 
forming genes. Take the Beatles and their 

progeny, many of whom have made names for 
themselves as musicians, just like their el 
ders. 

‘True, none of them has thus far matched 
the Beatles’ achievements, artistry and 
fame—but give them time, some of them are 
only in their 20s. 

"The late George Harrison's musical scion is 
Dhani Harrison. He's 25, and a musician. His 
first name means rich man” in Hindu, 

It should be recalled that George and the 
‘other Beatles were once students of transcen- 
dental meditation and other expressions of 
Eastern mysticism, as taught to them by their 
gun. 


Heirs 

John Lennon, who is similarly no longer 
with us, has left two musical sons and 
heirs—Julian, now 40 years old, and 27-year- 
old Sean, whose mother is Yoko Ono. 

Ringo Starr has two sons, both drummers 
like him—Zak and Jason. Like their famous 
dad, they ve got rhythm! 

Finally, Paul McCartney has a 26-year-old 
son, James, who's also a musician. But, his 
most famous offspring is Stella, an innovative 
fashion designer who counts Gwyneth Pal- 
tow and Madonna among her celebrity 
clients. 

Tt would be great if the Beatles! musically- 
inclined offspring could mount a concert pay- 
ing tribute to their gifted and famous dads, 
whose songs they would interpret. How about 
it, second-generation Beatles? 


Popular entertainers 

On the local entertainment scene, senior 
singers have similarly sired offspring who 
have became popular entertainers in their 
own right: 

Gary V has Paolo and Gabriel Valenciano. 
Haji Alejandro's daughter, Rachel, is an expe- 
rienced singer-actress. Pinky Matquezs 17- 
year-old Karel is busy with TV and live-perfor- 
mance commitments, 

Zsa Zsa Padilla's Karylle has also launched 
a. promising show biz career Rico Punos 
“Tosca has a husky and expressive singing 
voice. Mark Gils son, Gabby Eigenmann, is s 
making a name for himself as a singer-actor. i all iu sin 

‘Second-generation entertainers on thel- Fo" A\YGLOBE 
cal scene may not benefit as much from their a 
stellar parents’ clout as the Beatles’ scions, but musiccentral 


they also derive their talent from a vital gene 


Bool that practically assures their success in @CLUSIVE) 
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McCARTNEY, Innovative fashion 
designer. 
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Great comeback for Chito Rofio 


By Rito P Asilo emancipation from being an awk- 
"ward teenage outcast in Michael 
“Feng Shui” Jackson-era 19871 She reasons: “I 

D: Chito Rofio don't want to be original, I want 

S: Kris Aquino tobecool!” 

‘When Jenna wakes up, she re- | “THE WEST WING." Twelve Emmy nominations. 

When a bagua, a Chinese feng alizes that she has skipped 17 E 
shui miror thats supposed to ` EE 
bring good luck to its owner, falls 2004, and shes the teal, | A ee 
uo Be hands of Soy Uti mahl Siya mag uditions for new 
Aquino), good things start com- Cennifer Garner) of her favorite 
ing her family's way—husband women's magazine! E ` 
GE ~~ eel) aw 1 
Doer etes E: with Maen il hve arian musica 
great deals in her networking : A "grown" ample breasts, and hasa 
business. Suddenly life seems all S stripteasing hockey player for a at CCP 
peachy for Joy. —Well, except for... JENNIFER GARNER AND MARK RUFFALO. Vibrant energy and... boyfriend. And Matt (Mark Ruffa- 

One lingering denouement—In- guileless allure set offa charm offensive. 1o), now a dashing, baby fat-free ^ 
tons increasingly disturbing, photographer whom she hasn't | AT'1 p.m. tomorrow, Sept. 19, ofa series of public service an- 
pahina, thefeetverieallyandsoon.. ^ and generally good performances Seen in si years, is no longera | auditions will be held at the nouncements communicating 

"Joy soon realizesthatthemany Don't look any farther for a (Lotlot de Leon and the kids), the friend! Dream Theater of the Cultural the campaigns? theme on Nick- 
blessings that come her way are, good cinematic scare this week. movie is a welcome albeit scary She soon realizes that her ado- | Center of the Philippines (at elodeon. 
connected to something dark Chito Roho's masterful foray into. surprise—a great comeback for a lescentconcepts ofhappinessand | the Little Theater lobby) fora ‘The campaign culminates on 
er--an evil counterpart. the macabre delivers a good dose good director. Success aren't what shed expect. | new Marian musical Saturday, Oct. 2, as 

She traces her "bizarre" luck to of chills and thrills, by combining 4,4 C. : 2 them v be. When Jenna | writenand directed MONTAGE ‘idler, weeners 
the cursed mirror, which appar- engaging contemporary shock "13 Going On 30’ pleads to Matt not to marry his fi- | by Nestor. U. Torre, and all Nick fans in 
ently brings death and bad luckto techniques and our penchant for D: Gary Winick Zen he dispenses hisconceptof | whose past ac: the Philippines join 
whomever looks into it. But, how superstition to great effect. Jennifer Garner, Mark Ruf- life and contentment: “You dont | claimed musicals include other countries in celebrating 
does she save her family and With impressive production falo always get the dream house, but | “Magnificat,” “Magsimula Ka,” Worldwide Day of Play at the 
friends from the diabolical effects values and straightforward story- you get awfully close." “Katy!” "Nasaan si Hesus?” Adidas Sports Kamp at Bonifa- 
of the mysterious mirror? —Or, telling, Rofio creates the appro- — Twelvegezrold Jenna Rink Yes, the story is thin and pre- | and“Bakhita.” cio Global City. The fun begins 
does she? Is greed stronger than priate’ doom-and-gloom atmo- wants so much to belong to the dictable. Julia Roberts and San- | — Torres new Marian musicalis at2pm. 
goodwill? Sphere that elevates his film popular crowd in school. So, she dra Bullock have mastered simi. | onthemiraculous Blessed Virgin in an unprecedented move, 

The movie weaves a com- above mainstream Asian horror. writes their assignments, and en- lar concepts to perfection, but | of Caysasay, the pride of Taal, from 2 to 4 p.m. on Oct. 2, 
pelling story that traces the histo- schlock flicks. dures humiliating put-downs, Gamers vibrant energy and | Batangas, whose shrine in Nickelodeon will preempt its 
Prof the hered mirror toan an. The fim imt without even ignores her best friend, guilelessallure setoffacharm of- | Caysasayhasdrawn manydevo- regular programming to air 
dent practice, the “lotus feet,” in flaws—not the least of the prob- Matt, just ro spice up her unexcit-_ fensive that will win you over. teesand supplicants through the "play" messages. This move en- 
Communist China, in which girls’ lems is Kris Aquino's too indicat- ing, unremarkable life. ‘She even demonstrates an in- | centuries upto this day. courages kids to switch off 
feet are wrapped in iron to stop ing" performance. She works Ón her 13th birthday aftersur- fectus terpsichorean dexterity | . The musical is being pre- their TV sets, get out of the 
their growth. hard, but her distractingly viving another embarrassing when she persuades a party | ented by the Cultural Center house and play. 

‘The practice led to a curse, to twitchy facial distortions make it brush-off from the popular kids, crowd to dance to Michael Jack. | of the Philippines, the Taal And on-line, a “Lets Just 
bewailand avengeitscruelty. (Al. difficult for us to fully empathize she makes an earnest wish fora son's “Thriller” with her even | CHARM Foundation Inc, Play!” micro site will be 
though, a Chinese friend insists with her character. life that she's always wanted: her boss CLOTRs" Gollum, Andy | Blessed Virgin of Caysasay launched on wwwnick- 
that there is no such thinp-she On the whole, though, with its Freedom, independence, success. Serkis) cant resist! If we wereat | Foundation Inc, and the Taal splat.com/letspaly. It will fea- 
said thar the feet were just theatrically sumptuous lighting, In short, she wants tobe a30- that party, we would have | Heritage Foundation Inc. The tures health and nutrition in- 
‘wrapped in cloth worn to extend an appropriately moody score, year-old grown-up—her idea of grooved along with her. project is being spearheaded formation, fun games and tips 

by Ramon Orlina. on sports 

The production will run 


Treatment from stored blood fm Det ru atte cora Party packages 


Little Theater, after which it at Dreamscape 

SE STREET AA n : SE Ser Galeta oien Cpr 
nG Tn particular, however, the guess. 

with stem cells from umbilical Navasero S to play important roles in the fakes care of the entertain- 

have an opportunity to learn cord blood and preserve stem : d | to call Andy Bais at 780-9210 show, mad science, mascots, 

ries of lectures about this medical stored in deep freeze, stem cells Nickelodeon promotes — "jq the entertainment cen- 


will be taken on tour. A wide ^ The Dreamscape family en- 
IThas been 15 years since doctors range of parts for singers, a tertainment center at Robin’ 
Christmas Party Packages this 
fect the blood and immune sy SMART are welcome. Yuletide season for up to 1,000 
tem, leukemia and cancer. 
To date, over 45 diseases S production is looking for child good concessionaires offer 
have been effectively treated Mandy a 4 Singers from six to 10 years old pary menus, and Dreamscape 
K 
cord blood. A á musical. ment--magicians, jugglers, ac- 
Filipino health workers now can collect their babies’ umbilical \ j ; Interested talents are asked robats,  unicyclists, bubble 
more about stem cell therapy cells, which they can use to fight * 010919 206-5424. Santa Claus—choose your 
from Dr. Teo Cheng Peng, ina se- diseases and injuries. Properly & wild! 
breakthrough. can remain potent for as long as healthy living and play ter has exciting rides like the 
Il 21 years. The Nickelodeon channel is Super Sonic V roller coaster 
Specialist Dr. Teo's series of talks will be- > launching "Lets Just Play!,” a Dream Wheel Ferris wheel, 
A specialist in hemato-oncol- ginon Sept. 24 at the Indo-Pacific nationwide campaign to pro- Speed Bugs bump cars, Grand 
ogy, Dr. Teo isthe medicaldirec- International Congress, from 9 motehealthy livingand theim- Parade Carousel, and Roaring 
tor of StemCord Private Limited a.m. to 12 noon at the University portance of physical activity Rapids. Call 636-2911 or 633-, 
of Singapore, a stem cell bank of Santo Tomas. and play Basketball player 7641,locals193t0200. ` 
where cord blood can be This will be followed by a | Danny Siegleis featured in one 
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Ryan tells young musical artists how to succeed 


By Nestor U. Torre 


THE 2004 Gawad CCP para sa 
Sining awards rites were held two 
Wednesdays ago at the Cultural 
Centers Main Theater. The hall 
was filled with relatives, friends 
and admirers of the 12 individual 
artists and arts organizations giv- 
en the prized honor that 
night—Eddie Eleja, Ryan 
Cayabyab, Cecile ` Guidote-Al- 
varez, Peque Gallaga, Cheche 
Lazaro, the late Santiago Bose, 
Rene ^ Villanueva, Francisco 
Mahosa, the late Doreen Fernan- 
dez, Antonio O. Cojuangco, Bara- 
soain Kalinangan Foundation and 
Mindulani, Inc. 

“After receiving the award, each 
awardee had a heartfelt message 
to impart. The best-received re- 
sponse was made by the Gawad 
CCP awardee for music Ryan 
Cayabyab. 


Template 

We're reproducing his message 
here, because it can serve as a 
template for young artists to use, 
to similarly succeed in the artistic 
field of their choice. Take it from 
the master! 

` Maraming salamat po. Mayroon 
lamang akong nais ibahagi sa in- 
yo: 

‘Ang mga natutunan ko hang- 
gang kahapon bilang isang ma- 
nunulat ng musika— 

1. Walang mangyayari kung 
nakatitig ka lang sa labas ng bi 
tana habang naghihintay ng inspi- 
rasyon. Malimit na io ay hindi du- 
marating. 

2. Kapag mayroon ka nang 
naumpisahan, tapusin mo. 

3. Kapag may pumansin sa ni- 
likha mo, dalawang bagay lang 
ang gagawin mo: una, kung ito ay 
pinuri, ngumiti ka; pangalawa, 
pag itoy binatikos, humalakhak 
ka. Huwag mong pakawalan ang 
iyong bait. Mabuti nga't napansin 
ang likha mo! 

4. Lumikha ka lang ng lumikha. 
Tumigil ka lang pag patay ka na! 

5. Huwag mong lilitin ang 
mga nilikha mo. Minsan, ito ay 
may kapangyarihan na hindi mo 
matalos. 

6. Sa kabilang dako naman, 
huwag ka nang magmalaki. 


CAYABYAB, Best-received response. 


Maraming mas magaling kaysa 
sa iyo-kung hindi ngayon, sa 
mga darating pang panahon! 

7. Hindi sa iyo ang mga nilikha 
mo. Ginagamit ka lang na isang 
daan upang mailarawan mo ang 
kalagayan ng iyong kapanahu- 
nan at kapaligiran. 

8. Magpasalamat ka sa mga 
taong nagpakita saiyo ng daan. 

9. Magpasalamat ka sa bayan 
na iyong kinalakhan. 

10. Magpasalamat ka sa Diyos 
dahil ikaw ay humihinga at ikaw 
ay isang alagad ng sining! 

May pahabol pang isa: Hang- 
gat maaari, huwag ka nang 
magsalita, tugtugin mo na lang! 

Salamat sa aking pam- 
ilya—unang una, sa mga magu- 
lang ko, mga kapatid ko, kay 
Emy, asawa ko; Krina at Toma, 
mga anak ko; mga kamag-anak 
ko, mga guro, mga kaibigan at 
mga kabalikat sa industriya. 

Maraming salamat, Gawad 
CCP para sa Sining. At malaking 
pasasalamat ko sa San Miguel 
Corporation na naniniwala sa ak- 
ing kakayahang maisakatuparan 
at makatulong sa pag-unlad ng 
musikang Pilipino. Magandang 
gabi at mabuhay tayong lahat! 


Quest for enlightenment 


LIFE in this material world is a 
struggle because we are always 
confronted with difficulties. 

Some people believe that, if 
they could migrate to a different 
place, their life would be better 
off, because they could earn and 
buy more material things. 

But, despite this, there are re- 
alities' we can't escape from. In 
every nook and cranny of this 
planet, four miseries exist—birth, 
disease, old age and death. 

Delivering a baby is painful 
regardless of location. People 
er cancer, heart disease and flu 
no matter which continent you 
live on. In old age, aches and 
pains will always be constant 
companions. No matter how 
much you run or jog, debilita- 
tion creeps in like an unwanted 
intruder. First, the intruder 
weakens your physical defens- 
es. Then, he steals everything 
you've got at the time of 
death—and you're thrown into 
awhole different dimension! 


Parents 

Lord Buddha lived in a grand 
palace. His parents purposely 
sheltered him from seeing any 
type of misery. When he grew up 
as a youth, he saw a sick man, an 
old man and a dead man. Each 
time, he asked, "What is that?” 
‘And, when told about the reality 
of diseases, old age and death, he 
inquired: “Is that also going to 
happen to me?” The answer was 


yes. 

Lord Buddha did not reject the 
truth, nor did he run away from 
it. He left his palatial home and 
sought out solutions to the in- 


Treatment . . 


public symposium at 7 p.m. on. 
Sept. 25 at the grand ballroom 
of the Century Park Hotel. Open 
to pregnant women, obstetri- 
clans and gynecologists. Call 
StemCord Philippines at 373- 
3311 to 18 or 373-7359. 


Patients 

‘On Sept. 28, Dr Teo will talk at 
the Women in Media Bulong-Pu- 
lungan at the Westin Philippine 
Plaza, The panel will include Fil- 
ipino physicians Rebecca B. 


Lotus 
PoND 


R. Valencia 
and S. Bismark 


evitable problems of life. 

Unlike Lord Buddha, most peo- 
ple want to build palatial homes 
to live in. They want to forget the 
miseries. Everytime they are con- 
fronted with the harsh realities of 
life, they get frustrated and angry. 
They say, "Don't tell me. 1 don't 
want to know!" For them, igno- 
rance is bliss. 

Wise people want to know the 
truth. There are solutions to the. 
problems of life. Everyone can 
achieve wisdom, real happiness 
and peace. We don't need materi- 
al wealth or intelligence to learn 
the Absolute Truth. 


Age of chaos 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu taught 
that the easiest and simplest way 
to achieve enlightenment in this 
age of chaos is through medita- 
tion onthe holy names of God. By 
doing this, a person achieves 
love. 

Life may be a struggle but it is 
worth living when our life is 
placed in the caring hands of 
God. Under the protection of the 
Supreme, there is no crisis that 
can crush our hearts or ruin our 
lives. 

Email 


lotuspond108@hot- 
mail.com 
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Singson and Lora Tansengco, 
both of whom have started col- 
lecting cord blood from their own 
patients for banking. 

The procedure of banking pos- 
‘es no risk to both mother and ba- 
by, as cord blood is collected only 
after the baby is delivered, and af- 
ter the umbilicial cord has been 
clamped and cut. 


erm mmm 


For particulars, call Phoebe | 


Tsai Te at 0918918-0329. 
Email ` mandynavasero@ya- 
hoo.com 
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Latest album proves 


By Noelani Torre. 


THE CURE has been with us for 
25 years now. For half that time, 
frontman Robert Smith has been 
telling us that this is absolutely. 
the very last record they're going 
to do, folks: that this is the end of 
the Cure, etc. Nobody's fallen for 
that line in years—and it is just a 
line, as has been proven by the re- 
cent release of the band's 13th al- 
bum, “The Cure" (1 Am/Univer- 
sal). 

Still, it seems that Smith was 
seriously considering itfour years 
ago, after they released the delib- 
erately gloomy and disappoint- 
ingly stodgy Dark Trilogy ender, 
"Bloodflowers." 


Adamant 

"When we did the Trilogy 
thing,” says Smith ina VHI inter- 
view, “I thought, Thisis it^ It was 
the end of the 25 years, and | was 
adamant that the next thing 1 
would do would be my solo al- 
bum, and the others were expect- 
ing that, too.” He changed his 
mind, however, when he met pro- 
ducer Ross Robinson (Korn, Slip- 
knot), who turned out to be a 
huge Cure fan. 

“1 knew after that first day of 
talking to him that I wanted to 

rk with him,” Smith recounts. 
“He reawakened the old passion 
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TOMAS. Acting in comedies 
relaxes her. 


By Behn Cervantes 


UPON the declaration of Martial 
Law, student organizations 
were not allowed to operate for 
fear that they would breed ac- 
tivists. | reorganized the UP 
Repertory Company on the pre- 
text that the group could spon- 
sor productions of theater 
courses in acting, directing and 
theater history. Readily ap- 
proved by student affairs dean 
Armando Malay, it was the first 
student organization at UP after 
Sept. 21, 1972. 


Enthusiastic 

1 had a very enthusiastic 
group of students. They decid- 
ed to stage excerpts from plays 
dealing with the evils of dieta- 
torship and related topics of 
political suppression. The as- 
sorted dramatic statements 
were culled for a show called 
"Bato Bato sa Langit...(Ang 
Matamaan, Huwag Magalit)” 
‘The revived UP Rep soon had 


BAND'S latest album represents all the stylistic turns the group has 


taken through the years. 


for The Cure that was dormant in 
me; he reminded me why people 
love what we do so much.” 

"he band had never worked 
with a producer before, and fans 
were nervous about what sort of 
wrench Robinson would throw 
into the distinctive, if not always 
well-oiled Cure machine. They 
needn't have worried—Robinson, 
as "The Cure" will prove, is a 


more than capable producer, and 
he has succeeded in making the 
Cure sound refreshed and sincere. 
Once more. 

Though we're not what you'd 
consider faithful fans, were nev- 
ertheless familiar ‘with the 
group's multi-directional oeuvre, 
and "The Cure,” believe it or not, 
actually manages to represent all 
the stylistic turns that the band 


The Cure is here to stay 


has taken through the years. 

Hence, youll find doom and 
gloom in such tracks as the 10- 
minute long “The Promise,” rage 
in “Us or Them,” and frothy pop 
in the catchy first single, “The 
End of the World.” 


Innovation 

There isn't much innovation 
to be found here. Most of the 
songs will no doubt remind you 
of their earlier works (they 
have always been their own 
biggest competitors), but as a 
reminder of all things good 
about the Cure (and there are a 
lot), it works. 

“The Cure” is a nicely calculat- 
ed move on Smith's part, given 
the renewed attention that the 
Cure has been getting recently. A 
number of critically respected 
young bands (The Rapture, The 
Deftones, Interpol, Sparta, AFD) 
have been singing the pioneering 
band's praises to their own 
fans—and Smith and company 
have found themselves in fashion 
again. 

‘Of course, they could have just 
released a greatest hits CD, as 
older bands are wont to do, but it 
wouldn't have been as satisfying 
as this. "The Cure" shows us that 
the band that fathered goth has 
no plans of giving up its throne to 
the next generation. 


Tessie Tomas prefers 


sitcoms over ‘telenovelas 


By Remy Umerez 


TESSIE Tomas makes her small- 
screen comeback on GMAs 
newest sitcom, "Bahay Mo Ba 
"o?" 

She explains why she signed up 
with GMA: 

“After reviewing my options 
with the other network, I decided 
to do a sitcom with GMA because 
comedy is what | enjoy doing 
most. ABS-CBN wanted to cast 
me in another soap. Ayoko na. 
How can 1 preserve my beauty 
kung ihuhulog ako sa bangin o 
kung babrilin ako? 


Onceaweek 
don't want to stress myself too 
much. The sitcom requires me to 


ardent followers. 

Cast in an excerpt of 
“Caligula” was one wild-haired 
morena with an outgoing per- 
sonality. Elizabeth Orteza 
quickly became a fixture in UP 
Rep productions. She was of- 
ten outwitting the men and 
noisily gossiping with the 
women. She had name recall 
because “Elizabeth” brought la 
Oropesa to mind. Besides, like 
her namesake, Bibeth was 
frontally advantaged! 


Writing 

Her interest in theater includ- 
ed writing, but because she had 
experience in Christian youth 
Sen Bibeth was organized, 
and was a good follower. Before 
long, she became a popular 
leader 

But, she didn't blossom into a 
comedienne until she worked 
for lyca Benitez, in whose 
moming show she created her 
Bisaya character. 

"here was more to come in 


tape only once a week. Comedy 
relaxes me,” she explains. 


Extended families 

Tessie's new show, “Bahay Mo 
Ba "To?,” is about extended fa 
lies. In it, she plays Baby Muling- 
tapang-Benoir, the better-off sib- 
ling who owns half the ancestral 
house. 

Her character is proud, vain 
andtightfisted. Baby is married 
to an Italian-French guy, who 
sends her a monthly allowance. 
She makes sure that her side of 
the house looks better than the 
side tended by her poorer 
brother, Nene. (Ronaldo 
Valdez) 

Tessie enjoys the company 
of GMA talents (Dino Guevar- 


Bibeth and Madz, theater professionals | 


the horizon. While appearing in 
Rep plays like “Beatas” and 
“Larawan,” she became a televi- 
sion personality and a writer of 
prize-winning screenplays, 
working tirelessly because she 
was selflessly sending siblings 
to school—including a brother 
to medical school! 


Projects 

"Today, she ventures into con- 
jugal cinematic projects with di- 
rector-husband Carlitos Siguion 
Reyna. 

Coming after Bibeth at UP 
Rep was another conscientious 
young lady from Quezon. 
Madeleine Nicolas was Madz to 
everyone. Since all Rep mem- 
bers were active in organiza- 
tional work, Mads effectively 
employed her Gil Scout experi- 
ence and work ethic in Rep pro- 
“jects. 

But, her real interest was in 
acting, so she participated in 
most productions, be they 
comedy, drama or proletarian 


H 


ra, Chynna Ortaleza, 
Starstruck kids Gabriel and 
Bea, Wendell Ramos, Sherilyn 
Reyes). 


Jargon 

~T learn from them in terms 
of the jargon used by the text 
generation. As a comedienne, 
ayokong napag-iiwanan ako 
"ig panahon, “ahe states 

‘Whenever she has time, Tessie 
visits comedy bars to check out 
the kind of comedy these estab- 
lishments offer. 

Tessie dispels the rumors 
that she and husband Roger 
Pullin are migrating. She in- 
sists that their trips are merely 
vacations they have. long 
planned for. 


drama. 

She was adept at all three, 
but she was especially memo- 
Table in “Panahon ni Cristy: 
where she performed with guest 
actors Cris Vertido, Tommy 
Abuel and Nanding Josef. 


Office job 

Mer college, she continued 
her theater aspirations, working 
first in the staff of the Metropoli- 
tan Theater before she trans- 
ferred to the Perforn Arts de- 
partment ofthe Cultural Center 
Of the Philippines. Like many 
other serious actors, she com- 
bined acting with an office job. 

Like Bibeth, Madz has ex- 
panded her interest by delving 
In scriptwriting, where she ap- 
plies herself with the same 
dedication, focus and sinceri- 
ty She is regularly seen in tele- 
vision dramas and critically- 
acclaimed films megged by di- 
recors who are familiar with 
her impressive theater creden- 
tials. 


‘CARNIVALE’ 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2004 


Intriguing fusion 
of religion and the occult 


ByRito P Asilo 


WE flew to Singapore 
last week to interview 
Daniel Knauf, cre- 
ator/executive produc- 
er, and Clancy Brown 
C Shawshank Redemp- 
tion”), lead star, of the 
highly-anticipated Em- 
my-nominated HBO 
original series, “Cari 
vale,” which will pre- 


miere on Oct. 10, Sun- STAHLAND BROWN. Lead cast of HBO's 
day,at8 p.m. groundbreaking series. 


HBO, known for its 
groundbreaking shows like “Sex 
and the City” and "Six Feet Under; 
is leaving no stone unturned to 
drum up interest in its latest series. 

During our stay in Singapore, 
we also previewed the first two 
episodes of the first season, and 
we were quite impressed with the 
scope and topnotch production 
values of the new show. 


Unpredictable 
‘Quirky and consistently unpre- 
able, “Carnivale,” whose cast 
includes Nick Stahl ("Terminator 
3") and Clea Duvall, resonates 
‘with its intriguing fusion of reli 
gious fanaticism, spirituality and 
the occult—think David Lynch 
and David Cronenberg collabo- 

rating on a project. 

Set in the "30s, a time deemed 
as the “last great age of magic” 
before the evils of Nazism en- 
gulfed the world’s consciousness, 
“Carnivale” follows a traveling 
carnival full of colorful charac- 
ters: the midget carnival boss 
(Michael Anderson), a lizard 
man, a blind mentalist, a tarot 
card’ reader and her catatonic 
mother, etc. These people act as 
pawns in a smoldering war be- 
tween good and evil. 

“Initially, wanted a post-apoc- 
alyptic show that would mirror 
the universal experience. | wrote 
the first draft in 1991. But, knew 


that 1 was biting off more than 1 
could chew. The first act was al- 
ready 180 pages long, and was 
equivalent to a five-hour moviel,” 
explains Knauf. 

“1 soon realized that the experi- 
ences of the characters we ex- 
plored in the series would be more 
relevant to the social climate of the 
"30s. Thats when the story devel- 
‘opment took great strides.” 


Thematic devices. 

Beneath the intriguing story 
and the quirky characters in the 
series, what message does he 
want to impart to his TV audi- 
cence? Knauf answers, "Tm not a 
big fan of messages. I used no 
overt thematic devices. | just 
wanted to tell a ripping good Sto- 
xy." Based on the number of Em- 
my nominations it recently 
copped, it looks like Knauf is do: 
ing just that. 

For his part, the 45-year-old 
theater-trained actor, Clancy 
Brown, best known for his Ku 
gan character in "Highlander; 
who plays Brother Justin in "Ca 
nivale,” says that he was drawn to 
how complex his character was 
written: “Brother Justin is imma- 
ture—he is a man in crisis. was. 
attracted to his psychological 
dilemma, his confusion, and his 
struggle for his place inlife.” (To 
be concluded) 


Reality TV tells unvarnished truth 


By Nestor U. Torre 


MY cable service doesn't carry the 
Reality TV channel, so it was only 
ina hotel in Bicol that 1 was final- 
ly able to get acquainted with the 
channel. It was a good albeit be- 
lated introduction, and before 1 
knew it, I was viewing Reality TV 
for hours on end. 

In the process, | discovered 
that many of the so-called “reali- 
1y” shows we see on other chan- 
neis are either incorrectly named, 
or half-baked versions of the real 
real stuff. 


Authentic 

As the Reality TV channels sta- 
tion promo puts it, its programs 
are authentic because they have 
no script, no direction, no ac- 
tors--nothing but the real event 
itself, involving people who play 
themselves, 

So, what viewers get is the un- 
varnished truth, which makes it 
possible for them to experience the 
veracity and power of the old say- 
ing, “Fact is stranger than fiction.” 

—And, not just stranger, but 
also more striking, truthful, reve- 
latory of human nature, or the 
power of the natural forces that 
God has put in awesome and per- 
fect motion in His Creation. 

Contrast it with the half-baked 
versions on other channels, 
which are overly dramatized and 
produced for "greater" impact 
Ironically, the interfering hand 
soon betrays its intrusion, and 
the effect is thus less convincing 
and insightful than the shows on 
the Reality TV channel. 

—Which goes to show what 
happens when some people can't 
leave well enough alone! 

From this observed contrast, I 
learned that, for Reality TV to re- 


main true to its strengths and in- 
tentions, its shows suffers 
should be documentarists, not 
from the world of entertainment 
television. 

The two fields are very differ 
ent in attitude, intent and work 
ethic—which explains why some 
local reality programs look so 
tainted by manipulation: They 
are produced by “entertainment” 
people, who can't change their 
approach, and stil try to "en: 
hance" the reality content of their 
shows. 

On the other hand, the pro- 
grams we watched on the Reality 
“TV channel in our hotel room in 
Legazpi were scrupulous about 
presenting fact as fact, with no 
distracting or compromising ele: 
ment of fiction or fancy 


Concentration 

Sure, the shows were pro 
duced, edited and focused, but 
there were no artificial sweeten- 
ers or cliffhangers, and the con- 
centration was on letting, the 
events and protagonists speak for 
themselves. 

A wide range of experiences 
was tackled by the programs we 
saw, but the best were those med- 
ical "miracles," and on the inspir- 
ing lives of “ordinary” people 
who had surmounted great chal- 
lenges and tragedies. 

"Those shows were particularly 
affecting because they were unem- 
belished, so you got the bad with 
the good, the harsh downers as 
well as the triumphs. 

“This non-manipulative but still 
inspiring view of life is what 
makes the Reality TV channels 
offerings so special, and if our ca 
ble service doesn't add it to its list 
of channels soon, we're changing 
our supplier! 
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JOVOVICH. Leads cast of zombie sequel. 


‘Resident Evil: 
Apocalypse’ captures 
box-office crown 


10s ANGE- 
LES Resident Evil: 
Apocalypse" climbed 
aver a pile of zombie 
bodies and came out 
on top of the box of- 
fice with $23 million. 
The cell-phone 
thriller, . “Cellular,” 
debuted at No. 2, 
with $10.1 million. 


Top 10 

The top 10 movies 
at North American 
theaters Friday 
through Sunday, fol- 
lowed by distribution 
studio, gross, total 
ross and number of 
Weeks in release, as 
compiled Monday by 
Exhibitor Relations 
Co. Inc. and Nielsen MU. 
EDI Ine. are: 

1. "Resident Evil 
Apocalypse,” Screen 
Gems, $23,036,273, 
$23,036,273, one 
week. 

2. “Cellular” New 
Line, 510100571, 
$10,100,571, “one 
week. 

3, "Without a Pad- 
dle," Paramount, 
$4,512,552, 
$45,518,563, 
weeks 

4. “Hero,” Mira- 
max, 54,420,702, 
$41,652,507, three 
weeks. 
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5. "The Princess MIO HUNTERS 


Diaries 2: Royal En- E 
gagement,” Disney, MN: 
$2,932,938, s89, 
259,246, five weeks. 

6. "Anacondas: The 
Hunt For the Blood 
Orchid,” Sereen 
Gems, $2,807,475, 
$27,578,480, 
weeks, 

7. “Paparazzi,” 
Fox, 52,771,056, 
$12,005,971, two 
weeks. 

8. — "Collateral" 
DreamWorks, — $2, 
718073, $92, 
691,776, six weeks. 
‘9. "Vanity Fair,” Fo- 
cus Features, $2, 
613777, $11,096, 
102, two weeks. 

10. "Napoleon Dy- 
namite,” Fox Search- a 
light, ` $2,516,879, 
$30,294,397, 14 
weeks. AP 
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Symposium on 
Human 
Genetics 

A scientific sympo- 
sium on Human Ge- 
netics will be held at 
2 pm. on Sept. 23 at 
the UP Manila Uni- 
versity Library Con- 
ference Hall. 

In addition, the li- NM: 
braries of Philippine iz 
Human Genetics pio: NM. 
neers Dr. Flora M. 
Pascasioand Dr. Tere- H 
sita K. Briones willbe Mis 
tured overtothe UP NH, 
Manila University Li- 
brary. Call 924-0865. 

Speakers at the 
symposium: Cather- 
ine Lynn Silao on 
“Biomarkers for Can- 
cen” with reactors Ge- Ml: 
miliano D. Aligui and 
Beatriz J, Tiangco. Lil- 
lian V Lee and Sonia 
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ST SATURDAY Special .. |. masara 
Pacino draws Oscar buzz in compelling ‘Merchant of Venice” 


TORONTO-—William Shakespeare may have car potential for Pacino's tortured rendering popular plays, yet until now it never made it and heaving Venice, a mine of distrust, tom be- 
shuffled off this mortal coil 400 years ago, but. of Shylock, the money lender—and its North to the big screen, though Orson Welles had tween extreme Christianity and Ju 
his take on fundamentalism has warnings for American release was set for late this year to hoped to film it. Co-star Jeremy Irons said the film, which 
today, in a new movie version of "The Mer- meet Academy Award 2005 requirements. had a North American premiere at the Toron- 
chant of Venice," starring Al Pacino. "The Merchant of Venice,” a tale of ro- Battle of vengeance to Intemational Film Festival, shows “what 
‘The film is already drawing whispers of Os- mance and revenge, is one of the3Bard's most English director Michael Radford sets the happens if you take fundamentalism to the 
battle of vengeance between Shylock, the mon- nth degree. We seem to be living in a world 
eylendes, and the merchant Antonio in a dark. that is more and more fundamentalist, people 


are polarizing tem. 
Selves more and 
OPENS SEPT. 29 more,” 

The play still res- 
onates in a modern 
world plagued by 
radicalism and mis- 
understandings be- 
^ tween religions: "ris 
ILLA Ng Oovovi BA about two cultures 

á that dont under. 
stand each other" 
Radford said. 


Accusations 
Productions of 
“The Merchant of 
Venice" often spark 
accusations of anti- 
Semitism, as Shy. 
lock, as demonized 
by his enemies, is a 
: \ sereoype of a vin 
— CHE i * EX dive and greedy 
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hier ` EV ESRD Tel d : 8 : NI the eter of the aw 
v x E o on a bond which of- 
fers him a pound of 
Antonio's flesh, once 
EE che : ec 4 es to Ge mas 
Run e ri apt : mm ; Chants forfeited, 
Kell SE Bu, Shakespeare 
Ee d MY also portrays Shylock 
vu EIST REINA ns Pata Pat Fh , SEMEL au, 1] ad He iiba as un 
NL — —— N dE 
"EE N SEH | the famous "if you 
PAA 3 : : s prick us, do we not 
bleed" speech. 
Pacino, kept from 
Toronto by filming 
SE S commitments, offers 
| ——— req ere 
broken and humiliat- 
cd at the end of the 
a movie, which dis- 
NG DWO VHS conto pon. Joen [= v: penses with much of 
Apan E TERI eA : d the unfathomable 
E : d ET 
Bee t Se 
[x E Shakespeare 
Zë aha MM i enthusiast 
Re Eeer Best known for his 
RE : roles in “Scarface” 
Misi ae Vent poches may EURO ri c guod and "The Godfather" 
LEE aen Pacino is à lifelong 
IG Shakespeare enthusi- 
8 BA GE A aE EE ast and once made 
RK al I ANG SM RA SC FW “Looking for 
a OEE ER WE SI RE SO AR A a Hate Set the 
Sem SS TT coming soon” See 7 P koplo don't want 
to do Shakespeare, 
they are afraid,” Paci- 
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when we don't un- 
derstand something. 


| " 
| Mandy Moore 4 it we were made to 


feel more open and 
Jena Macaulay Patrick Peeps 
kin Fugit more.” 
Malone Cul 9 Even with Pacino 
on board, the "Mer- 
chant of Venice" was 
a hard sell to Holly 
wood financers, said 
co-producer Cary 

Brokaw. 


Anti-Semitic 
aspect 
MEET THE STUDENTS OF A.E.C. HIGH. ee 


skepticism about do- 

HEAVEN HELP US. ing this movie, large- 
ly because of the an- 
tiSemitic aspect to 
it” he said. 

Playing opposite 
Pacino, Trons draws 
on a rich career on 
the English stage for 
his portrayal of Anto- 
nio, imbuing his 
speeches with. the 
rhythm of modem 
conversation. 

Joseph Fiennes 
plays Bassanio, locked 
with Antonio in a 
16th-cenrury love tri- 
angle with Portia, a 
beautiful, maiden he 
woos with the help of 
the Dëst loan An: 
tonio secured from 
Shylock. 

The movie intro- 
duces Texas-born 
novice Lynn Collins, 
who as a teenager, 
once attended a 
Shakespeare master. 
class at Oxford Uni- 
versity. AFP 


Back... 
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wearing all our hats. 
And Iwas trying to do 
so many things,” she 
said. 

"At a certain point, 
people just said to me, 
Sou need to choose 
one or the other. You 
cant serve that many 
masters? 1 didt so 
much make a decision 
as I sated to look at 
what was in front of 
e and try to ride the 
tide, and that tide was 
about family" 

Her new album hits 
storesthisweek. AP 


Auditions 


From page A25 


R, Sarcia will give tes- 
timonials. And Marita 
VT Reyes will give the. 
welcome remarks, 
while Emy M. Pasca- 
sio will give the clos- 
ing remarks. 


YPNET calls 
for volunteers 
‘On Sept. 18 and 
19, “Clean Up the 
World” weekend, the 
Young Professionals 
Network for Earth- 
Friendly Action (¥P- 
NET) is launching its 
“Linis Barangayan: 
Tayo nang Mag-seg- 
regate" campaign. 
"This campaign is a 
long-term activity, so 
YPNET needs volun- 
teers to make the 
rounds of Mero 
Manila barangays. 
Volunteers are 
asked to call 0916- 
5833890 or get in 
touch with yp- 
net@pacific.net.ph. 


The Emmys on 
Studio 23 

‘On Sept 20, the ex- 
clusive Phillippines ive 
satellite coverage of 
the 56th Annual Em- 
my (TV) Awards will 
be telecast on Studio 
23, staring at 8 am. 
with the red carpet ar- 
rival of TV stars. Re- 
play isat 7:30 pm. 

Studio 23's shows 
have clinched 55 Em- 
my nominations 
"The West Wing 
leads with 12, “Alias” 
and “24” have eight 
each, "CSI" has four, 
“will & Grace" has 
nine, "Survivor" has 
five, "The Amazing 
Race" has four, and 
"Two and a Half 
Men" hasthree. 


Vieux Chalet 
Enjoy good food, 
music and ambience 
as Vieux Chalet Swiss 
Restaurant in Antipo- 
Jo brings back its din- 
mer buffet, dubbed 
“Jam the Night Away” 
on Sept. 18. 
Guests can feaston 
an assortment of five 
pizzas, three pastas, 
salads, desserts, and 
bottomless — lemon 
grass cooler. Per. 
forming nostalgic 
songs are singer Dol- 
ly Vergara and pianist 
Jess Hanopol. Call 
697-0396. 


Movies on TV 
‘On HBO, Sept. 18 
at 10:45 am, "The 
Sum of Al Fears.” 
Sept. 19 at 11:10 
p.m, “Sense and Sen- 
sibility” Sept. 20 at 
10:30 pm. “Virtuosi 
ty" Sept. 21 at 10:30 
pm. "The Lord of the 
Rings: The Two Tow- 
ers? Sept. 22 at 9:45 
iam, "Glory" Sept. 23 
at 11:20 pm, “I Am 
Sam.” Sept. 24 at 8:15 
‘am, "Litle Nikita.” 
‘On Cinemax, Sept. 
18 at 3:34 p.m., "The. 
‘Age of Innocence.” 
Sept. 19 at 11:30 
am, “Cinema Se- 
crets: This Means 
Wan” Sept. 20 at 9 
pm, “Sugartime.” 
Sept. 21 at 9:15 a.m., 
"The Prince of Tides,” 
Sept. 22 at 9 pm, 
“City by the Sea.” 
Sept. 23 at 6:45 pm, 
Dolores Claiborne.” 
Sept. 24 at 9 am, 
“Charade.” 
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Now, you can be a ka-Buddy at Greenwich! For only 
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enjoy a FREE Greenwich meal plus lots of 
downloads"! 
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Vivien Leigh, compleat - 


By Nestor U. Torre 


WHEN people ask me who my favorite movie 
actress of all time is, theyre invariably disap- 
pointed at or miffed by my answer: Vivien 
Leigh. 

Younger interrogators dont even know 
who the late, lamented lady is. Older people 
think she's an odd choice, since she didn't re- 
ally win many thespic honors in the course of 
her theater and movie career (from 1935 to 
1965). 

(Her awards: 1939, best actress, Academy 
Award, "Gone with the Wind.” 1951, best ac- 
tress, Academy Award, A Streetcar Named De- 
sire.” 1957, Knight's Cross of the Legion d' Hon- 
neur, Etoile Crystal, French, "Ship of Fools?) 


Filmography 

So, where does that leave Ms. Leigh—or, 
more properly, me? 

‘Well if you ask me, in a very good place. 
Because; if you look through Leigh's theater 
credits and filmography, in addition to her de- 
servedly honored performances as Scarlett 
O'Hara in "Gone with the Wind,” Blanche 
Dubois in "A Streetcar Named Desire" and in 
"Ship of Fools,” Leigh chalked up many awe- 


LEIGH and Laurence Olivier in “Antony and 
Cleopatra." 
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Up Close & Personal 
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VIVIEN, above, asa child; at right, with Marlon Brando in “A Streetcar Named Desire.” 


some thespic achievements that most other 
actresses can only dream of matching: 
In the theater, she acted in more than her 
share of Shakespeare's plays Richard 1," 
A 


and Cleopatra," “Twelfth Night" “Macbeth,” 
"Titus Anáronicus'—as well as the master- 
works of other playwrights like Shaw, Sheri- 
dan, Wilder, Williams, Coward, Giradoux and 
Chekhov. 

Her other films included “Gentleman's 
Agreement,” “Fire Over England,” “Dark 
Journey” ^St Martin's Lane,” "Waterloo 
Bridge,” “Lady Hamilton,” “Caesar and 
Cleopatra,” "Anna Karenina,” "The Deep Blue 
Sea” and “The Roman Spring of Mrs. Stone." 


Tormented 

What made Vivien such a unique per- 
former? A contemporary describes her as 
“one of the most beautiful, talented and tor- 
mented actresses who ever captured the pub: 
licimagination.” 

Her talent was characterized by intensity, in- 
sight, vitality, depth and range. Her torment 
came partly from her having fallen madly and 
“dangerously” in love with Laurence Olivier, re- 
garded by many as the best actor in the world. 

Olivier was a married man, so Leigh was 
branded as a homewrecker. She lost the baby 
she was carrying, and this further plunged 
her into depression. 

One night, everything came to a head. She 
began to pace like a caged lioness who had 
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just had her cub taken from her, and she 
lashed out verbally and physically at Olivier. 
She became hysterical and paranoid--por- 
tents of worse mood swings to come. 

Later, Leigh married Olivier, but her tor- 
ments remained. Its fair to say that their in- 
tensity informed her performances, and made 
them especially vital and urgent. 


Realization 

In addition, she admitted that her other 
emotional struggle was her incapacitating 
alization that Oliviers greatness would al- 
ways exceed her own. She loved him, but she 
begrudged him his thespic supremacy—a con- 
tradictory psychological stance that made her 
a compellingly complex performer, and per- 
son. 

Tadmired Leigh's memorable performances 
throughout her thespi life, but mostly on the 
screen, Towards the end of her career, howev- 
er, I was able to catch her in one of her last 
plays in Manchester, England, so was given a 
chance to appreciate her talent in the flesh, as 
itwere. 

it wasn't a very good show (in fact, the play 
“died” in Manchester, and didn't even make it 
to London's West End), but Vivien was amaz- 
ing in it. Practically ali by herself, she saved 
the defective production from total disaster, 
and 1 marveled at her talent, professionalism 
and generosity as a performer. E 

Thanks for the generosity, Vivien—anc 
Scarlett, Blanche and all your other thespie iñ- 
carnations. You really are the best! 


BAKER. Sultry new. 
collection of songs. =. 


Back : 
in the 
limelight 
BOSTON—Anita 7 
Baker is back in the 
limelight with a sul- 


try new collection of 
songs and a second 


bite of the apple. 
| The Grammy 
Award ` winning 


singer, whose hits in- 
clude “Sweet Love" 
and “Giving You the 
Best That I Got,” has 


is already a hit on ur- 
ban adult contempo- 
rary tations. 

"Tm tired, but ina 


good way" Baker, 
who wrote or co- 
wrote nine of the al- 
bum's 10 tracks, told 
The Boston Sunday 


Level 3 Greenbelt 3, Ayala Center, Makai Giy Globe. "The anem. 
tion the song has re- 
ceived has shocked 

SEPTEMBER 27 4 28, 2004 me. its lke Tm 


dreaming right now.” 


First son 

In the mid-1990s, 
Baker stopped making 
music when her par- 
‘ents feil il, she had her 
fist son and she felt 
she wasn't spending , 
enough time with her ` 


Special Reserved Seats at P2,000.00 


husband, 
"Living life is about 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


HE NEW comedy film, 
| "White Chicks" is generating 
especially good buzz in the 
States because of its unique plot 
premise: It's about two black FBI 
agents (Shawn and Marlon 
Wayans) who go deep undercover 


SHAWN AND MARLON WAYANS. As undercover cops (left) and high society debutantes 


(right) in "White Chicks.” 
as high society white debutantes in 
the exclusive Hamptons. 


Wild caper 

Why would they go on such a wild caper? 
To investigate a kidnapping ring in order to 
boost their flagging careers as criminal inves- 
tigators. Their most recent bust was a huge 
failure, and they are hanging on to their jobs 


“HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS. 


TAN 
i 


4^ SM am 
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ton 


with their fingernails, 

és a most unusual concept, which makes 
the film unique in the perception of jaded 
moviegoers. But, how to convincingly trans- 
form two black actors into lily-white high-so- 
ciety princesses? 

That turned out to be a major challenge in- 
volving hours upon hours of make-up, pros- 
theties, and all sorts of visual magic that has 
to make a vivid impact on viewers without re- 
sorting to special or digital effects. 


New films enlivened by unique plot premises | 


For its part, Zhang Yimou's martial arts ac- 
tion-drama, “House of Flying Daggers,” 
weaves its own special kind of visual magic on 
viewers with its combination of action, ad- 
venture and tragic romance. 

The film transports audiences to a world of 
love and deception, as an unexpected attrac- 
tion between two sworn enemies leads to un- 
foreseen love--and damnation. 


House & lot package for as low as P800,000 
or monthly amortization of P7,500 


PAG-IBIG FINANCING AVAILABLE 


OPEN HOUSE on SEPT. 19 For inquiries, call: 772-2745 - 850-1582 
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Secure, fast, convenient money 
remittance from the U.S. to the 
Philippines 


Receive your remittance via FOREX 
and enjoy the following convenient $ 
features: 1 


+ Instant access to cash 24/7 "? 
through Banco De Oro, ` 
Expressnet & Megalink ATMs ` 
all over the Philippines. 


Over-the-counter withdrawal at the 
Banco De Oro branch of your choice. 
Selected branches are open up to 7:00 p.m., 
and some branches at SM Malls are open 
on Sundays. 


Available within 24 hours, in cash or 
SM gift cheques. 
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Princesses of the silver screen 


FROM Tina Santillan: “I love watching 
movies about princes and princesses. Can 

i you suggest films in this genre I can look 
for in video shops?" 


Tina, here are some suggestions: Audrey 
Hepburn made her Oscar-winning Hollywood 
debut as the runaway Princess Anya, who 
stole reporter Gregory Pecks heart in the 
timeless "Roman Holiday" 

Rob Reiners "The 


L——— ——— Princess Bride” (1987) 
i introduced Sean. 
i Geh Biz pens faure wife, 
H Robin Wright, to 
t movie audiences. She 
z 1 portrayed the princess 
Rito P Asilo bride, Buttercup, op- 
posite Cary Elwes 
Ewashbuckling West- 
ley and Chris Sarandon's Prince 
‘Humperdinck. 


` The US-German co-production, “The Ice 
“princess,” starred figure skating champion 
Katarina Wittas Princess Ella, in a Cinderella- 
on-ice variation of the well-loved fairy tale. 


Popular novel 
Based on Judith Krantz’ popular novel, 

“Princess Daisy" had Merete Van Kamp play- 
Í ing the lovely daughter of a Russian prince 

and an American movie star. After her parents 
are killed, the protagonist is thrown into one 
heartbreaking adventure after another. The 
cast included Rupert Everett, Robert Urich 
and—hold your breath!—Ringo Stam, as a 
gay fashion designer! 

‘Anne Hathaway is an expert at playing 
princesses. She played the title role in “Ella 
Enchanted.” In “Princess Diaries,” she por- 
trayed the awkward 15-year-old American 
nerd, Mia, who later finds out about her royal 
roots. In the still-showing sequel, she falls in 
love with a prince who wants to get the 
throne away from her. 

Based on a true story, Michael Austin's 
"Princess Caraboo” features Phoebe Cates asa 
strange but beautiful damsel who is tried for 
the crime of begging in 19th-century Eng- 
land, Her weird language is soon translated 
bya professor (Stephen Rea), who learns that 
sheis really a princess from a faraway land. 


Mighty warrior 
In "Xena," Lucy Lawless is a princess and a 
mighty warrior in medieval Greece. In the 


HEPBURN. Her Hol 
heran Oscar. 


“Shrek franchise, Cameron Diaz provides the 
voice of Princess Fiona, wife of the reclusive 
green ogre. In “Ever After.” another “Cinderel- 
ia” send-up, Drew Barrymore stars opposite 
Dougray Scott's Prince Henry. 

R&B singer Brandy makes a unique “Cin- 
derella” in the Whitney Houston-produced 
‘TV musical. The eritically-acclaimed produc- 
tion boasts of a multiracial cast, which in- 
cludes Houston, Whoopi Goldberg and our 
very own Paolo Montalban as the prince. 

in the Japanese animation, “Princess 
Mononoke,” Prince Ashitaka (voiced by Billy 
Crudup) has to find a cure for a curse. Then, 
he meets Princess Mononoke (voiced by 
Claire Danes). 

German Franka Potente is Princess Sissi in 
“The Princess and the Warrior" David Irving's 
“Sleeping Beauty" had Tahnee Welch portray- 
ingPrincess Rosebud. 


Munting Prinsesa.” 


In Alfonso Cuaron's delighful film adapta 
tion of Frances Burnetts “A Little Princess 
Liesel Matthews plays Sara Crew, a young girl 
relegated to servitude at a boarding school af- 
ter her father, Prince Crewe (Liam Cunning- 
ham), is presumed dead after he's declared 
missing inaction at wartime. 

‘Adaptation 

Star Cinema shot a successful local adapta- 
tion of that film—“Sara, Ang Munting Prins- 
esa,” starring Camille Prats. 

Zhang Ziyi portrays Princess Bu-yong in the 
Korean-Chinese co-production, “Musa The 
Warrior Princess" (2001), whichis setin 1375 
China, during the war between the Yuan and 
Ming dynaties. 

And, of course, there's Carrie Fisher, 
who played the beautiful Princess Leia 
Organa in George Lucas’ "Star Wars." 


Playwright Development Initiative bolsters 
new writers’ sense of artistic worth 


ByNestor U. Torre 


OR months now, we've been 
trying to help our play- 
wrights develop their skills 

through our Playwright Develop- 
ment Initiative (PDI). This initia- 
tive doesn't stop at conducting 
scripting workshops, but goes onto 
staging some writers’ scripts in 
front of an audience. 

The playwrights are required to attend re- 
hearsals and interact with the director and ac- 
tors, who give them constant feedback on 
their scripts strengths and weaknesses. 

When the plays are performed, the mem- 
bers of the audience are also encouraged to 
react to the scripts. The playwrights say that 
they learn a lot from this process, and im- 
prove on their scripts in future stagings. 


Time and talent 

They also appreciate the time and talent 
that the director and actors “donate” to them. 
‘This bolsters their sense of artistic worth, and 
‘motivates them to keep improving as writers. 

We have embarked on this modest movement 
because we rue the cavalier treatment that new 
scriptwriters get in this country As a result, many 
of them lose heart and stop writing—a terrible 
loss of artistic capital that we can't afford. 

‘The Playwright Development Initiative 
seeks to counteract this negative treatment, 
and give our talented playwrights the show- 
case and encouragement they deserve. But 


New films enlivened by unique ... 


Story: Near the end of the Tang Dynasty, 
police deputies Jin (Takeshi Kaneshiro) and 
Leo (Andy Lau) tangle with Mei (Zhang Ziyi), 
a dancer suspected of having ties to a revolu- 
tionary faction known as the House of Flying. 
Daggers. 

Enraptured by her, the deputies concoct a 
plan to save her from capture, and Jin leads 
her north in what becomes a perilous journey 
into the unknown, 


Bigscreen 

A different kind of action is provided in 
“the Punisher” Jonathan Hensleigh's film 
starring John Travolta, Thomas Jane and Re- 
becca Romjin. The movie brings the pages ofa 


i MaS 
PALANCA winner Jeanne Li 
delos Reyes. 


we must admit that it's been an uphill fight to 
convince people to support this movement. 

That's why we appreciate the positive de- 
velopments that have happened. First, the 
board of trustees of the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines heard about the good things hap- 
pening with PDI, and asked us to hold a sum- 
mer playwriting workshop. 

Next, Lou Veloso made the Santa Ana Arts 
Center available to PDI for rehearsals, work- 
shops and performances. 


Upbeat 

The most recent upbeat development is the 
good showing of two of our PDI playwrights 
at the 2004 Palanca Awards: Jeanne Lim's 
“Gulong,” which was written during our CCP 
summer workshop, won second place in the 
Full-Length Tagalog Play division, and Abi- 


LADDER 49." Dramatizes the herolc. 
exploits of firefighters. 


(center) with actor Yul Servo (ef) and di 


Es 


tor Maryo]. 


gael Malonzo's script won second place in the 
Screenplay division 

Even bette, Jeanne's “Gulong” was chosen. 
asthe play that was staged during the awards 
night, with Maryo delos Reyes directing a cast 
made up of Jiro Manio, Liza Lorena, Angelica 
Jones, Lou Veloso, Yul Servo and Lollie Mara. 

Best of all, Maryo says he might turn "Gu- 
Jong” into a fulllengih film, since it is an in- 
spiring work in the vein of “Magnifico.” 


Movement 

These positive developments bolster our 
resolve to keep helping more new writers 
with the Playwright Development Initiative. 
But we wish that other people could help usin 
this movement by inviting the PDI plays to be 
performed in their homes, schools or offices. 
Ifyou would like to help, call 589-0206, 
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popular comic book to the big screen. 

Tn the film, Frank Castle gets over the death 
of his family and turns into the Punisher. Re- 
becca plays Joan, a recovering drug addict 
who's trying to get her life back together 
again. She, Spacker Dave and Bumpo sort of 
become a surrogate family for Frank. 

Finally, “Ladder 49” dramatizes the heroic 
exploits of firefighters. If focuses on one em- 
blematic fireman's story—from his deter- 
mined drive to join the brotherhood of fire- 
men, the harrowing shifts that keep him from 
home, the conflicting emotions that grip him 
as he starts a family, to the bold rescues that 
are the job's greatest reward. Lead players in- 
clude Joaquin Phoenix and John Travolta. 
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Another evening 
of stimulating theater 
with Mr. Pagsi 


By Lorna Kalaw-Tirol 


| AT exactly six on this Saturday 


evening, the iron gate to Tang- 
halang Onofre R. Pagsanghan 
at the Ateneo High School is 
opened by a man of slight 
build, wearing a barong with 
the sleeves rolled up, large 
darkrimmed glasses and a 
happy smile. 

He is Onofre Pagsanghan 
himself — Mr. Pagsi to all who 
know him — and he is here to 
usher people into yet another 
evening of stimulating theater 
with his band of Sibolistas, as 
the boys of his drama group 
Dulaang Sibol are called. 

Tonight, Dulaang Sibol is 
staging two plays, and for the 
man who wrote them them it 
‘will bea sentimental joumey. 

Almost 40 years ago Paul 
Dumol was a freshman sitting 
in Mr. Pagsis literature class. 
Two years later, when the Ate- 
neo High School launched a 
playwriting contest, Dumol en- 
tered “ang Puting Tima- 
manukin," and the following 
year, “Ang Paglilitis ni Mang 


Dumol is now the academic 
vice resident ofthe University 
of Asia and the Pacific. 


Debut production 

When "Ang Puting Tima- 
manukin” opened in 1967 as 
Dulaang Sibol's debut produc- 
tion, Mr. Pagsi invited select 
members of the press. The 
Manila Times's Alfredo Roces, 
noting that "the heart of the- 
ater is language,” called the 
play "the first important break- 
through for the national lan- 


Josefina D. Constantino, nowa 
Carmelite nun, wrote: “This 
presentation is truly a must. 
Without exaggeration, it was 
great. The play is profound." 

Since that first night, Du- 
mols two plays, particularly 
"Ang Paglilitis,” have been 
staged again and again by vari- 
ous theater groups around the 
county. 

"Tonight, the playwright is in 
the audience, along with two 
special guests from the Ateneo 
community — university presi- 
dent Fr. Bienvenido Nebresand 
well-loved theologian Fr. 
Catalino Arevalo. “Pagsi 
popped upin my office one day 
and invited me to come and 
watch,” Dumol whispers be- 
fore curtain time. His presence, 
Mz Pagsi announces, is making 
"the guys" nervous. 


Prayer 

Every Dulaang Sibol presen- 
tation begins with a prayer. 

The opening prayer is mot 
theonly thing that makes a Du- 
Jaang Sibol production unique. 
For Mr. Pagsi, still dynamic and 
passionate on his 53rd year as 
a teacher as on his first, the 
theater is yet another class- 
room. 

For these twin productions ~ 
a joint venture, Mr. Pagsi says, 
with the Ateneo High School's 
Filipino and Religion depart- 
mens — he comes prepared 
with a study guide to each of 
the two plays. These study 
guides were particularly useful 
to the freshmen and juniors 
who watched the plays earlier. 

Mz. Pagsi has not been rec- 
ognized as an outstanding 
teacher by the Metrobank 
Foundation and other organi- 
zations for nothing. He is an 
excellent teacher first and fore- 
most, and it is a role he relish- 
es. Tonight is no exception. 

"The two plays are compan- 


-ion pieces, Mr. Pagsi begins, 


but while “Timamanukin" is 
“very lyrical and poetic, parang 
haplos sa balikat,” "Paglilitis" is 
“parang suntok sa baba, may 
pagka-bastos nang kaunti.” 
Introducing "Ang Puting 
Timamanukin,” whose lead 
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PAGSANGHAN. Gentle and 
self-effacing. 


character is a paralytic who 
never utters a word, he ex- 
plains that it is “about ideal- 
ism, about dreaming dreams 
bigger than you are. When you 
are young, you dream impossi- 
ble dreams, you reach out for 
thestars.” 


Sparkle 
‘But: “Some people grow old 


“very soon, their stars fade too 


soon. Fortunately, some other 

people never seem to grow old, 

never seem to lose the sparkle 

in their eyes.” And so: "Why 

thedifference? Howdo dreams , 
die? Who kills dreams? And if | 
dreams last, how do you make + 
them last?” 

"When the first play is over, 
Mr. Pagsi reappears from back- 
stage. This time he in- 
vites—no, challenges—the au- 
dience to ask questions, ex- 
pressing delight when students 
raise their hands, and exhilara- 
tion when their queries reveal 
probing and reflective minds. 

When all the questions have 
been answered, he shares his 
‘own insights on the play, about 
the price one pays for one's 
dreams, about idealism. He 
talks about his many years in 
the classroom, his involve- 
ments outside the classroom 
(This morning we were invit- 
ed to sing for the 21st anniver- 
sary of Ninoy... You pay for 
your dreams”), his readings- 
(Scott Peck in "The Road Less 
‘Traveled’ starts with a pithy 
saying, ‘Life is tough! Only 
when we've accepted that can 
life be beautiful, be meaning- 
ful”) 


Idealism 

‘And then the punchline: “If 
we dont teach idealism, where. 
will our boys learn it? If you 
dont leam it when youre 
young, when will you leam? 
‘And if idealism is truly dead, if 
there are no more Men of La 
Mancha—pardon the expres- 
sion— well be in deep s_ t” 
"The audience sits in rapt atten- 
tion, 

Mr. Pagsi follows the same 
format before and after the 
start of “Pagliltis”--an intro- 
duction, guide questions, a dis- 
cussion, and finally a reflec- 
tion. His conclusion inevitably 
leads up to a parallelism with 
Jesus Christ's passion and cru- 
EE 

“The play says something 
about this time in our lives, at 
this moment in our history,” 
Mr. Pagsi says, and there is a 
hintof sadness in his voice. 

"Tonight he has also invited 
the poet Benilda Santos, chair 
of the Ateneo University’s De- 
parment of Filipino, in the 
hope that she can spread the 
word about the plays among 
college students. "If you can 
encourage young people to see 
the show...” Mr, Pagsi says. 

Not for him, emphasizes this 
gentle, self-effacing man. And 
yet the beauty of a Dulaang Si- 
bol production is that you get 
to watch a first-class play and 
to listen toa great teacher, too. 

Dulaang Sibol invites schools 
to book performances of “Ang 
Puting Timamanukin" and ‘Ang 
Paglilitis ni Mang Serapio" on 
the remaining Saturdays of 
September. Please contact Mr 
‘Onofre Pagsanghan at the Ate- 
neo High School, tel. no. 426- 
6001. 


What is your favorite 
comics strip? Why? 
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Watch out for Olympus' most exciting gush of discounts and freebies! With Olympus digital cameras, you will have the power 
to shoot pictures under the rain and even underwater! Plus with the higher memory capacity and extra battery life, memories 
won't drain away with the rain! 
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KING * NINA * NYOY VOLANTE e BITUIN ESCALANTE 
MASCULADOS e Viva Hotbabes KRISTINE JAKA + ANNA LEAH 
JENNIFER LEE * Star In a Million Finalists OJ + MICHAEL 
‘ANGELIKA DELA CRUZ « TUESDAY VARGAS « BAYANI AGBAYANI 
and your favorite WRR Dis 


my sreca cues 
VHONG NAVARRO « JHONG HILARIO » DANILO BARRIOS + SOLD GOLD 
D' POINT + JASOOM TWINS * MIB TV IDOLS + KEAKAYS 

‘Showps JENNY MILLER MICHELLE BAYLE + CHERRY LOU 


"d (ERR a) voor" ett uo moysproy cker Jo 


Td 2509 saBessou Se "peo 0051 ave 
spit) Bupa soassa EN ECH, 


(SESS GR RT Ss 
| 3284/6 QUY 40 PUGH pr Luv exa pue 
[furta ns wuesen yt gnda uo par (Lagos a. 


Leon uoc) op ae sabay qu) prag oanp Ame pagtunog, 


FO TT OTA TY — — — —À —À— 


WE 


Í OL e 1xai 


PMID 33d aoro ay 
YUM WOH? PIN LoNvZWS 
amok uy aru Guyana 


pro ends vows ques qmi 


OM 


Mysore eaea 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2004 


Emap buinesd@ngurercomgh Keep the 
anan ITA AASA 


clean 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo Ebe 


gie 
Assistant Editor Corrie S, Narisma am 
: io 


“Text us your feedbacks inquirer blz nameltyimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 feet — L 


Gov't to push bill capping public debt 


CURRENCIES AWARE that the government needs to discipline itself PT MMMM over the years because of the na- 
from resorting to too much borrowings, the department of tional governments and state- 

PESO-DOLLAR RATE , Budget and Management will push for a bill putting a cap. owned firms' budget deficits, or 
on public debt. the gap between higher expendi- 


ture and lower revenue each yea 

Budget Secretary Emilia Bon- Ae of end-2003, the consoli oranie vice mada wl Ru 

un odin said the DBM was prepar. dated public sector debt stood at the budget deficits over the past 

951.209. ing a debtreduetion schedule for P5.9 trillion, or 137.5 percent of years, which has blown the public 
the medium term, in which the GDB Consolidated pul 


oy 3 Sector debt 10 1375 percent of 
M 10942 GS 1 country's public sector debt debt is the combined liabilities DP as of end-2063 rom only 


na Kg would be reduced to only 90 per- of the national government, lo- 110 percent in 1997. 

al | Lë Dä. centof gross domestic product by cal government units (LGUs) The national governments 
LEET ^ “GOLD:$403.90-404.40° 2010. 2 and state-owned corporations. budget deficit alone stood at 
mes SP veer ie Theschedule will be used asa. Of the three, only LGUs have P202 billion in 2002 and P199.9 


basis m determining the debt been posting surpluses from billion last year, It is hoping to 
caps. This means that with the their budgets and have there. BS slightly trim it down to P197.8 
Srocx MARKET target of reducing public sector fore kept themselves from the HONCODIN billionths year, and to gradually 
Shares end down debt to 90 percent of GDP in need to borrow. reduce it over the next five to six 
2010, the debt-cap proposal, if The plan to put a cap on debt quire that for every proposed years until it goes down to zero 

approved by Congress for legisla- will be embodied in the fiscal re- program or project, which will by 2009 to 2010. 
tion, would require the govern. sponsibility bill, a draft of which definitely require funding, pro- — Part of the fiscal measures of 
ment to have limited its accumu- is being prepared by the DBM for ponents should also state where the Arroyo administration is the 
ated amount of borrowings only submission to Congress. Or how they will raise the re- cutting of expenditure by stream- 
tothat amount. Aside from capping debt, the quired money. Without having a lining the bureaucracy and the 
“We have to do this so that we fiscal responsibility bill also new revenue source, then anew imposition of revenue-enhance- 
can discipline ourselves,” Bon- calls for prudence in expendi- expenditure should mot push ment proposals, such as new tax- 

codin said, ture, Specifically the bill will re- through, according to the idea es. 
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ZE Lose RP far from Argentina-type crisis, says US firm 


Friday's decline brings the total index loss to 4.4 percent since Tues- 


day aftr 9 straight days of gains totaling 11 percent di ee — d 
governments and 2015 bonds demonstrated maturing in 2025, ora total of S1. still confident in the Philippines. 

Re a noe A ares lad, Ga FOG, Be era recent sovereign bond issue, from that... press comments compar- billion. The government sold the... The bulk of the proceeds of the 
Zeie ER which it raised 51 billion, wasan ing the Philippines to Argentina bonds at prices of 98 percent for bond issue, or $750 million, will 
a lee part ofa technical correction,” sald POC indication the country is far from are grossly exaggerated,” said the 2015 bonds, and 106.25 per- be used to complete the financing 
wee i a fiscal crisis because it can still Bear Stearns in a paper on the cent for the 2025 bonds. requirement of state-owned Na- 
p HE a DIE AE a a ete 


te, down 1.9 percent at 52 centavos, and Ayala Corp, down 1.6 percent A 
als Se là This was the assessment made crisisa few years ago whenitlostin through which the government payment of its liabilities to inde- 
R, galn-hurting helped ithe makata fal, as severairecontde- by Intemational investment bank vestor confidence due to is mount- initially intended to raise only pendent power producers, 


AA ing interest, Low-cost housing concern Bear, Stearns and Co. Inc, which ing political and economic problems... 5750 million, was oversubscribed According to Bear, Stearns, the 


a Lon pereen at A centavos while DMCI Holdings ^ — sad the strong appetite of the Negative perception on Argentina by more than six times. Although... governments move to sell twice 
rose 019 percent at P2.16. market forthe bonds issued by the closed all its access to credit, “cheap” pricing ofthe bonds were as much 2025 bonds compared 

‘San Miguel was up 2.2 percent at P70. The country's largest food and government reflected confidence Last Sept. 9, the Philippine gov- said to bethe reasonforthe warm with the 2015 bonds was a sensi- 
drink group announced earller this week that it stands to save some Ofereditorsin the Philippines. ernment sold $300 million worth acceptance of the market, the ble one, because it extended its 
$300 milion as it embarks on a program that will increase its reliance “The success of the recent re- of bonds maturing in 2015 and DOF said the strong appetite was overall sovereign portfolio. lt 
on locally produced raw material in liu of imports ‘AP ` opening of the Philippine 2025 $700 million worth of debt paper also also because the market was [2] 
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By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE FOREIGN creditors of 
Maynilad Water Services Inc. 
(MWSD are demanding the im- 
mediate payment of some P50 
million in administrative fees. 

Banks led by Citicorp, who 
recently extended the $120- 
million performance bond, are 
seeking payment of issuance 
fees amid pending court reha- 
bilitation. 

"This would cover our ad- 
ministrative costs and should 
not be made part of Maynilad's 
other liabilities which we are 


MY FONDEST wish right now is 
that your stomach is not full 
Please forgive me. I am going to 
talk about something, dirty. les 
one of those Senate blue ribbon 
committee hearings. 

Recently, the committee held 
some more hearings to beat the 
deadest horse in town called the 
“poll automation project" of the 
Commission on Elections (Com- 
eleo). 

“Thats the computerized count- 
ing of the votes, as actually man- 
dated by a real live republic acta 
LAW! Not surprisingly, what the 
Jaw required did not happen at all. 

The committee conducted the 
hearings, you see, only some three 
months after the votes have al- 
ready been counted. Supposedly! 
AS YOU know, the counting was 
done manually And to top ital, the 
Comelec already paid for the (un- 
used) counting machines, albeit just 
partially with our tax money. 

"Thus certain senators seemed to 
be interested in finding out whether 
or not the Comelec had been 
duped. The machines was said to 
have been.... well, OVERPRICED! 

Inthe hearing, certain senators 
tried to pry from Comelec offi 
cials the price ofthe counting ma- 
chines per unit. The Comelec offi- 
cials did not know. 

So why did the Comelec not 

yank the figure out of the mouths 
Of the executives of the project 
contractor, a consortium called 
Mega Pacific? 
._ Aha, up to this day, when all the 
Votes have been counted, suppos- 
edly, the Comelec still would not 
reveal the secret price! Ergo, the 
damned thing was overpriced. 

After all, any businessman 
would rather be caught in bed 
with a live tuna, before they 
would divulge trade secrets. 
Prices, Le. puhunan, are only the 
biggest trade secret! 

Its asif some of our senators are 
avid followers of the country's high- 
est authority in the hi-tech field of 
computerization, which we mortals 
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settling in this court,” said the 
banks’ lawyer Oliver Pantaleon 
in a recent hearing at the Que- 
zon City Regional Trial Court 
Branch 90. 

However, Maynilad lawyers 
contested the banks’ court peti- 
tion. MWST lead counsel Virginia 
Calo argued that the fees should 
Ze made part of the company li- 
abilities, the settlement of which 
was stil being negotiated in 
court. 

‘The government counsel led by 
Manuel A.J. Teehankee, former 
Justice Undersecretary, support- 
‘ed Calo's court arguments. 


“The amounts involved are 
substantial, and it would be bet- 
ter to include it within the settle- 
ment of Maynilad's other liabili 
ties," said Teehankee, 

The government-led 
Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System (MWSS) is at 
the top of Maynilad's list of credi- 
tors, The other creditors, with a 
total of PB billion in exposures 
are Credit Agricole, Indosuez 
Merchant Bank Asia Ltd, 
Citibank NA, Barclays Bank PLC, 
BNP Paribas, Equitable PCI Bank, 
Rizal Commercial Banking Corp., 
and state-owned Development 


Bank of the Philippines 

In the new rehabilitation plan, 
the banks are again offered debt- 
to-equity conversion schemes. 
‘The court has given them until 
Monday next week to comment 
on the new rehabilitation plan 
presented in court. 

According to a new rehabi 
tation plan filed on Friday with 
Regional Trial Court Branch 90, 
Maynilad's performance bond 
of 5120 million would have to 
be paid to regulator Metropoli- 
tan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System, Teehankee told the In- 
QUIRER, 


Null and avoid 
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mow as the Supreme Court. 

“Overpriced,” was also one of 

the suspicions of the Supreme 
Court, when it ruled to declare 
the Comelec contract with Mega 
Pacific null and void. 
BETWEEN us girls, lest the sena- 
tors hear about it, when any gov- 
ernment office holds any bidding 
for any contract, it normally pro- 
vides aceiling. 

‘The government office also us- 
es tons of paper in the process of 
determining the ceiling, needing 
all sorts of studies, doing all the 
so-called “staff work." 

In the case of the Comele, it sat 
down with representatives of the 

independent" Namirel, together 
with “captains of the IT industry 
for endless meetings on the project. 

‘Together, the Comelec and the 
private sector arrived at a con- 
tract ceiling price of P900 million 
for the machines, plus P400 mil- 
lion for the software to run them. 

All the bids therefore should 
stay below the ceiling, or else the. 
Comelec would throw them out 
right away without looking. All 
the bids conformed. 

‘And so, after the bidding had 

been done and one group had 
won, meaning, the others had 
LOST, some loudmouths sudden- 
lycame out with the sweeping ac- 
cusation of “overpriced,” As usu- 
al, ofcourse! 
STILL, during the blue ribbon 
hearings, Comelec officials tried 
to explain the difference between 
the winning bid and the second 
closest losing bid. 

The winner, as | said, was 
Mega Pacific. Its closest rival was 
the Total Information Manage- 
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ment, or TIM. 

Comelec Commissioner Resur- 
reccion Borra explained that the 
difference between their bids was 
actually P4.3 billion. In other 
‘words, the difference was not a 
joke. 

Actually Mega Pacifit asked 
for P1.248 billion for the con- 
tractor below the c 
the Comelec and its "advisers" 
from Namfrel and the IT industry 
“experts.” 

The second closest bid, at 
P1.297 billion from TIM, was also 
below the ceiling. 

Borra noted that the TIM of- 
fered to count only the votes in 
Mindanao and Metro Manila, 
while Mega Pacific would cover 
the entire country 

Ifthat was the case, if Comelec 
could automate the counting in 
Metro Manila and Mindanao, the 
project would not have served its 
purpose, 

Look, where did all the much 
talked about bigtime cheating in 
the last elections take place? 
Well, in places which the TIM 
proposal did not covert 

Somebody actually overcame 
the huge leads ofthe opposition, 
mainly through the magnificent 
turnouts in Cebu and Western 
Visayas, where that somebody 
got most of the votes. Not in 
Metro Manila and Mindanao! 
ANYWAY, using simple arith- 
metic, Borra arrived at a figure of 
P4.43 billion as the actual differ- 
ence between the lowest and the. 
second lowest bids. 

Under the TIM offer, the Com- 
elec could use the machines to 
count only about 15 million 
votes. The Comelec needed a sys- 
tem for 40 million votes. 

‘The bid of TIM would put the 
cost ofthe counting at P88.30 per 
vote. Multiply this with the num- 
ber of votes in the country, and 
you get P5.7 billion as total cost. 

The Mega Pacific consortium 
offered to count all 40 million 
votes, at a price of P31.22 per 


pa BOl-listed firms 
=) urged to sell 
shares to public 


ByElizabeth L. Sanchez 


vote, foratotalof P1.3 billion. 

And so if you were the Com- 
elec, which of the two would you 
have chosen? Borra said it chose 
the Mega Pacific bid, because the 
government could have saved 
P4.4 billion. 

Now Idorrt know if that isa big 
amount for this bankrupt cute ad- 
ministration, but to me, it means 1 
can already buy some lobbyists’ 
private jet to attend weddings in 
Brunel, 

ALL right, the thinking of some 
senators was that, if the Comelec 
‘would buy the machines directly 
from the makers in South Korea, it 
would not cost Comelec all of the 
P900 million, or the ceiling set for 
the computers under the contract 

Ergo, the machines were over- 
priced! 

But then again, buying the ma- 
chines directly from the manufac- 
turer in South Korea, and then 
making the machines to fit local 
conditions, also entail costs 

For one, as everybody in the IT 
business knows, you cannot just 
use any computer, if you have 
specific needs. You have to modi- 
fythem somehow. 

The machines were actually 
tried and tested in elections in 
South Korea. It did not mean that 
they would ‘automatically serve 
the unique election system in this 
country. 

Also, you have to make them 
adaptto the rough conditions ina 
tropical climate like the Phil 
pines, or else they conk out easily. 
And every techie knows that! 

Tmean, come on, all this noise 
about a project which never was, 
only serves to remind every in- 
vestor today that, in this country, 
“contracts” do not mean any- 
thing, because somebody can al- 
ways question them, and the 
meddlesome Supreme Court will 
cancel them, not to mention the 
ceaseless congressional hearings. 

Sowhy will they even bother to 
take a look? They will just avoid 
us! 


THÉ PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange (PSE) is 
calling on registered companies of the Board 
of Investments (BOI) to hand over a portion 
of the ownership of their companies to the 
public by listing on the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change (PSE). 

“Ies payback time,” declared newly installed 
PSE president Francis Lim during yesterday's, 
press conference. “Fair is fair. For these compa- 
nies availing of government incentives, they 
should give their fair share to investors.” 

‘The Omnibus Investment Code or Execu- 
tive Order 226, enacted in 1987, requires that 
10 percent of registered companies under the 
BOI be held by the public within ten years 
from registration. To date, about 5,000 firms 
are listed with the BOL. 

Lim has been on the job for only two days. He 
said was keen on implementing the creation of 
‘a market integrity board (MIB) which he hoped 
to putin place before the end of the month. 

"The MIB, which has yet to be approved by 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC), will replace PSE's governance commit- 
tee, the body composed of independent direc- 
tors and brokers that monitors compliance of 
brokers and listed firms to securities and 
stock exchange rules. 

Lim said former Supreme Court Justice 
Jose Vitug, former SEC commissioner Monico 
‘Jacob and PSE director Peter Favila have ac- 
cepted their memberships to the MIB. 

Lim as PSE president will be part of the 
board, butas a non-voting member. He willbe 
tasked to implement the actions of the MIB. 

Twas suggested that the MIB must concur with 
the decisions or actions taken by the new Compli- 
ance and Surveillance Group which would be 
called the Market Regulatory Office (MRO). 

‘The MIB would also oversee the activities 
of the MRO. It would also initiate studies to 
enhance rules on audit, compliance and 
surveillance. 


(Uso September 17,2008) 
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DISCLOSURES, 


PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone Co. disclosed the sale by one of 
its officers, Eriberto Gesalta, first vice president, of his 1,000 shares in 
the company for P1,305 each. 

MABUHAY Vinyl Corp. announced the resignation of Angel Umali as di- 
rector, treasurer and chair of the company’s executive committee effec- 
tive Oct. 15. 

ABOITIZ Equity Ventures inc. bought 16,314 of its own shares at P3.35 
each. 

BI Yong Chungunco resigned as corporate secretary, compllance officer 
and corporate information officer of Fortune Cement Corp. Ma. Ruby 
Sarah Nitorreda was elected to serve the unexpired term of Chungunco. 
THE BOARD of Makati Finance Corp. approved the write-off of P21.8 
million in bad loans out of the company’s loss provisions.  Compllad by 
Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 
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Landbank 


forms 3 
SPVs for PREMIUM VS. FUNCTIONAL 


asset sale 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


"— Pil BASIC VS. MAGNIFICENT 


pines has created three specia! purpose ve 

cles for the unloading of at least P17 billion 
rth of non-performing assets by October. 
Landbank vice president for assets recov- 

ery group Omar Salvo said in a briefing the 

bank had decided to incorporate thr 

with the Securities and 


ga | COMFORT VS. STYLE 


‘The creation of multiple SPVs means that 
Tandbank and its financial adviser, Ernst & 
Young, may choose to sell the assets in various 


interest in Si 


offered by the SPV law, howe 
to pre-register and capital 
to be used prior to the Sept. 18 
statuto 

The planned transaction structure will con- 

fan outright purchase of a 95-percent in- 
terest in the non-performing asset pools by 
the winning bidders while Landbank plans to 
retain a 5-percent. 

Of ui to be bid out, Salvo said P14 
billion consisted of non-performing loans 
while P3 billion were real and other proper- 
ties owned and act 

Salvo said the due-diligence audit by the 
pre-qualified bidders started la 

date is last week of Oc- 
s have registered for 
the due diligence 

Asked how c 
ing the assets through the SPV 
Salv We have worked ha: 
come up with a good portfolio and I 
havea good set of assets to be bid out 

The transaction portfolio offered by the 
bank consists of about 100 accounts, whi 
are a combination of large corporate non-p 
forming loans and foreclosed assets. There 

ral and settled asset 

Financial adviser E&Y, on behalf of Land- 
bank, has solicited the support of multilateral 
len lopment Bank and I 
national Finance Corp. to lower the cost for 

gh a third party acquis 


and IFC's private sector lending windoy 
ided to the s 
10 half of what the 


the sale or transfer of assets. The law waived 
the documentary stamp tax, ca 

and e-VAT (expanded value-added ta 
likewise reduced the registration 


's third biggest bank 
in terms of assets, posted a net income of 
P1.35 billion from January to July this year 
compared to the P1.24 billion posted during 
the same period last year 
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added that the timing of the issuance of more 
2025 bonds was good because interest rates 


mang HAVEITALL. 


ty to raise mone} 
from the capital markets, it also warned that 
e budger deficit was a cause for 

Stearns said the country's 

domestic product ratio of 


managing its debt difficult. 8 
The n .mments bul 
ood at P199.9 billion last year and 


tobe reduced slightly to PIS7.8 billion this yar. 
Bear, Stearns also said the Arroyo adminis 
vie proposed 
measures, which are ai 
billion in addition 
ce difficulty of being e 
"While the Arroyo government has 
lated ambitious list of new economic re 
Philip 
e Presiden 13 to 9 majority 
fe more apparent than reai 
yut to be just as difficult as it wa 
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PCCI 
erh seem POCI 
 MU-GPEEDS DOGSHOWS 
ALEJANDRO ROCES 
SCIENCE AND. 
TECHNOLOGY 
HIGH SCHOOL 
A ROCES AVE, 
‘Quezon city 
SEPT, 182 19,2004 
UNDER INTL JUDGES 
Mrs. Liz Gunter 
(Australia) 

Mr. Miles Gunter 
(Australia) 
STRICTLY NO 
‘ADDENDUM 
Waiting for Hanlers 
During PCCI 
Iso Langer 


‘SHOW SCHEDULL 
‘SATURDAY 


Sept. 15,2004 


Judging of Sporting 
S Terier Group 


THORESEN & CO., (BANGKOK) LTD. 


Thoresen isa Bangkok based shipping group, quoted onthe stock exchange of Thailand, and 
involved in ship owning. operating, agency, brokering, stevedoring, forwarding and port 
‘operations. Our growing leet consists of 43 bulkers and tween deckers in the 15-52,000 dwt size 
‘ange. For more information about the group, please visit our website at 

For our Maritime Operations Division in Bangkok, we are seeking appicatons from 
Philippine nationals forthe following postions: 


MARINE AND ENGINEER SUPERINTENDENTS 
(1 Posmo Each) 


Objective — to achieve technically sound, professionally competent, safe, clean and 
competitive vessel operation, providing the best cargo care every single day 
of the year. 

The position wit involve the standard superintendency role in handing 8-10 vessels with 

Philippine crew saling in regional and iner trades as well as worldwide dry buik trades. 

The successful candidate wil be a minimum of 30 years old with relevant superintendent 

experience and wil be enthusiastic about working in Thailand on a singe posting status. 

Salary Beneli Package wil be commensurate with experience and qualifications. 

For further detalls please contact: 

Mr. Clinton De Souza 

E-Mail ades@thoresen.com 

‘Send application with CV and recent 

photograph t 

Thoresen & Co., (Bangkok) Ld. 

Attn: Mr. Pongsak Kanchanakpan 

General Manager, Group Personnel and 

Administration 

GPO Box 1587, Bangkok 10501, Thailand 

Tot «66 2 250-0569 Fax: 466 2 655-3906 


Manila Representative Office: 
Norteam Shipping Services, ic. 

‘Sule 201 ITG Bldg. 337 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave., 
Makati iy 1200. 

POEA LIC No. 192-58-090804-R 

Phn: (632) 8999445 / 8907746 

Fax: (632) 8969004 / 6969006 


1250 PM 1:00PM 
Registration & 
Judging of Hound Group! 
Toy Group 

Sunday, Sept 19,2004 
20 AM-T200 PM 
Stan Jing of 
Non-Sporting Grp de 
Herding Grp 
12:30 PM 5:00 PM. 
Registration & Judging of 
Working Group 
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Inquire at any of the ft. Pryce - Call Centers at Tel. Nos. 


For Manpower Pooling Only 
No Fees to be collected 


GUARANTEED! 
HIGHEST COMMISSION ON 
EDUCATION / PENSION PLANS 
IF YOU WANT TO EARN MORE 


THIS IS FOR YOU! 
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PA = | Marketing Assistant, Philippines 
Se The Intemational! Broadcasting Bureau (BB). | 
[6l ww: lC 
SE Ve in Manila to | 
Perform a wide variety of routine marketing 
Felsted aves Te BB ineludesthe Voce | 
eegen | of America radio and television service. one of 
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the largest newsgathering organizations inthe | 
world and a leader in providing news and 
‘entertainment programs around the globe. | 


Applicant MUST have an in-depth knowledge | 
of the media environment in the Philippines: 3 | 
years experience working for a broadcast 
Station; excellent interpersonal and negotiation 
skills: be able to travel occasionally: be fluent 
in spoken and written English; be able to work 
independently with litle supervision. 

‘Applicant must be mature, resourceful, have 


Responsibilities: Assist Regional Marketing 
Director (RMO) in Bangkok: Maintain close 
‘contacts with regiona/US. IBB offices: 
Update IBB affiliate database; Monitor and 
research media developments in the 
Philippines; monitor VOA broadcast on 
various stations in the Philippines: arrange for 
‘equipment installation; write weekly reports; 
negotiate rebroadcast agreements & perform 
other duties as assigned. 


Doc THANER core taa 


mmm 


Fax your detailed resume and letter to Joyce 
Ngoh at 66-2-205-5707, send by email to 
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PMAP pushes HR agenda for nation building 


THE Personnel Management Association of the Philip- 
pines (PMAP), a 1,000-strong organization of human 
resource professionals, will finalize a stirring HR agenda 
for nation building during its 41" annual conference at 
Camp John Hay in Baguio City on September 29 to Octo- 
ber 1, 2004, 

Grace A. Zata, conference chairperson, said that PMAP 
raised the bar for its advocacy efforts when it decided to 
forge an integrated agenda for nation building. With 
people as our most valuable asset it is only fitting to focus 
on an HR agenda that can propel our nation forward in 
the face of intense global competition, she explained. 

Zata cited the Philippines’ discouraging performance 
in the latest World Competitiveness Report. Ina field of 
60, the country ranked 41 in the area of management 
practices, and 44 in the area of attitudes and values. The 


PMAP conference is a call to action, she declared. The 
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AUS. Non-Membership Warehouse 
Club Concept will be opening soon! 


We will be holding a JOB FAIR 
on Monday Sept. 20 thru Friday Sept. 24 “04 8:00am - 5:00pm 
for the following positions: 


> Stand-up Forklift Operator ` 
> Merchandisers / Stockers 

> Cashiers 

> Accounts Payable Clerks 

> Accounts Receivable Clerks 


All applicants must apply in person. On the spot interviews. 
(Bring resume, 2x2 photo) 


84E. Rodriguez Jr., Ave., Libis (C-5), Quezon City (Beside Red Ribbon) 


A Makati based law firm is in need of: 


LAWYERS 


who have at least 3 years experience in 
general law practice 


Fax comprehensive resume to 815-4469 


AssET MANAGEMENT GROUP. 
We manage for best value. 


PUBLIC AUCTION 
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early discussions of the HR agenda included topics such as 
migration, labor laws, education, leadership, employment, 
globalization, and best practices in the workplace 

In addition to presenting an HR agenda for nation build- 
ing, the PMAP conference will tackle the values and 
mindsets of successful individuals and exceptional organiza- 
tions in both business and government. Professor Randy 
David of UP will join speakers from the academe, media, 
family ministry, and government in a collaborative discus- 
sion about value formation. 

Oscar L. Contreras, PMAP president, stressed the impor- 
tance of illuminating and confidence-building stories that will 
be shared during the annual conference. The stories will show 
how we can be faster, do things better, be happier in what we 
do, and produce goods “md services at a lower cost, he said. 

Interested parties may call the PMAP Secretariat at 726- 
1581 or 726-1588 for conference details. 
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Hammer tata 


{WANTED SUPPLIER | 
For Ladies and Children's Sleep 
| Wear and Subcon also 


Call: 5241363 * 5243423 © 
Lu 8379874 (8:00 am to 6:00 pm) 
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A COMMERCIAL LAUNDRY 
15 IN NEED OF THE FF. 
300-400 bs. Washer & Dryer 

3 Rollers Flat Work erer 
GOOD WORKING CONDITION 
10 10 yrs. old 0917-5241414 724-2504 
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INVITATION TO BID “AS IS WHERE IS” 
Damaged Motor Vehicles 
2001 Mitsubishi Lancer GLX MIT XBT-168 
2002 Toyota Carola LE MIT XG-286 
2002 Ford Lynx LSI MIT XJG-531 
2004 Toyota Revo V240 MIT CS#AD-0577 
For particulars call Philam Ins, Co, Inc/ 
Dick Cariño Tel.#878-54-57 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID FOR THE BENGUET PINE 
LOGS WITH APPROXIMATE VOLUME OF 6,000 CU.M. IN VARIOUS LOG GRADES 
‘union ess cop iei 
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BUKIDNON FORESTS INCORPORATED 
say of the Natural Resources Development Corporation) 
"Assisted by the New Zealand Government 


mal : buk. phicom com. 
KO cort cnet Bono. 5 | 
16 September 2004 
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Thailand Campus 


[Learn from the world's foremost authority in gemology 
704 year history of excellence in education 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide 


Gain professionalism with gems 
From the world’s foremost authority 


Colored Stones Diploma Program 
Starts November 15, 2004 


GIA Thailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-12" Fir, 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 
"Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 


giathai@ksc.th.com www.giathailand.com 


NOTICE 


MECO MANNING AND CREWING 
SERVICES, INC. 


has moved to its new business address 
effective September 15, 2004 at: 


Suites 310 and 311 Vareb Mansion 
1679 A. Mabini St., Malate, Manila 
Tel. (632) 5267855; 5255757 
Fax (632) 5264021 


All communications and other related 
business matters will be entertained 
on the above address. 


dr Taguig M.M. 


‘Thi concerts a charity proect for Don Bosco Technical 
Brought fo you by: 


VW 
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PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
ost Avenue, Quezon City 
is now accepting applications for 
"Academie Year 2005 


FELLOWSHIP (with specific requirements) 


|. Pediatric Cardiology 
> 3 years Residency in General Pediatrie accredited by PPS 
> at least passed written examination for Diplomate in Pediatrics by 
the PPS 


Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery 

5 yr sidney in Gener Super acceded by PCS 
"mist have pasted certifying examination given by the PBS (Board 
“ibleiplomate) 
at Teast qualified to take PBS certifying examination and the 
Submission of satisfactory results of the inservice raining 

Anesthesiology 

> 3 yeus Residency in General Anesthesia accredited by PBA (Board 
E 

> pre-fellowship (excep for graduntes of the Philippine Heart Center 
Anesthesia Residency Program) 


RESIDENCY (QUERT not required) Dat application at DOH for 
matching (for Medical Board Passers) 
Radiology 
Nuclear Medicine 
Biological and Clinical Laboratory (Pathology) 
“Deadline for submission of application is on September 15, 2004 
* Academic Year 2008 staris om January 1, 2005 
General Requirements for Application for Fellowship & Residency: 
1. Medical Diploma 
Transcript of Records with the Weighted General Average 
Vente Board Rating 
‘Three (3) Leters of Recommendation (coming from different 
Doctors specifically the Training Officer or Director of the 
previous taining programs) 
Four (4) pes, 2'92" picture colored 
Gent of Residency in required specialy 
Specialty Board Certificate in required specialty 
Please address your communications o: 


JOSE A. YULDE, M.D. 
‘Assistant Director 
Office of Education and Research 

Philippine Heart Center 

East Avenue, Quezon City 
For further inquiries, please contact Ms. Carmela M. Ocasion 
(epi 0919-2885303) or Ms. Cleopatra Q. Palencia (cpf 0916-3021735) 
with Tel, Nos. 925-2401 locals 3234, 3238, 3236 & 3237 and Telefax 926- 
9622, or you can email to oer@phcgor ph 
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CHE] NOTICE TO ALL BUSINESS 
NAME REGISTRANTS 


PURSUANT TO SECTION 12 (A) OF DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 
15 SERIES OF 109, THE CEPARTHENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY THROUGH THE 
BUREAU OF TRADE REGULATION AND CONSUMER PROTECTION. CANCELS FROM 
THE RECORD ALL BUSINESS NAVE REGISTRATIONS WHICH EXPIRED AS OF MARCH 
N, 2004 EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2008, 

UNDER THE BUSINESS NAME LAW (ACT NO $885, AS AMENDED. OWNERS OR 
PROPRIETORS SHOULO RENEW THEIR BUSINESS NANE REGISTRATION UPON 
EXPIRATION THEREOF. 

THIS ANNOUNCEMENT SERVES AS A FORMAL NOTICE TO ALL CONCERNED, 

FOR STRICT COMPLIANCE, 


(Sod) ASST. DIR. JAME LASARO L OLMOS 


EE (Carta BTACP 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Civil Service Commission (CSC} needs the services of a licensed and 
qualfied Heath Maintenance Organization (HMO) duy registered wilh tho 
Government Electronic Procurement System (G-EPS) and wih CSC. The 
winning Foie shall provide basic information on the company’s stability. 
alate hospital and institutions, accredited health professionals and val- 
uod clients, Strengths and key competences of tha company may be high- 
eet 


D 


Name and Sentier 
oth Projet 


AYALING OF SERVICES OF A 
HEALTH MAINTENANCE 
ORGANZATON 


‘Approved Budget For | Source ot Funds. 


the Contract (ABC) 


P518237747 9 per year 
ovar tha nert 5 years 


Centennial Hel 
Caro Fund 


Application or Eligbiity shall be evaluated using "PASSIFAIL criteria and 
only Eligible Bidders shall bo allowed to bid. Al bids equal to or lower than 
The ABC shall be evaluated based on the responsiveness of the convactor's 
offer Yo tho Project undar bidding subject 1o Post-qualiicaion before an 
award is made. Bid prices submitted higher han the ABC shall be rejected 
and returned outright. 

Eligibility documents will be avallable for Issuance on Octobor 4 
to 18, 2004 at the Bids and Awards Committee(BAC) Secretariat, 
Basement, CSC Building, Diliman, Quezon City, upon payment of 
a non-relundable amount of Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00) with 
an approved Order of Payment 1o the CSC collecting Officer found 
at the Mamamayan Muna in Action Center , Ground floor, CSC 
Building 

Deadiine for submission of duly accomplished Application for Ela, 
it, Forms, documents and statements shal ba on or before October 
1$, 2004; 5 P.M. and shall be submitted al the BAC Secretariat, c/o 
Ms. Moonyeon T. Alegro, General Services Division, Basement. CSC, 
Diliman, Quezon City. Late submission andor incomplete application 
shall not be accepted. 

To facliata eligibility cheek/sereening of prospective bidders, Sup- 
pliers or contractors ace requested to register with the BAC Sacre 
tariat by submitting the basic requirements, onumaratad under Sec. 
23.6 23.10 of IRR-A, RA 9184, duly notarized under oath that each 
‘of the said documents submited Is an authentic and original copy, 
ora true and faithful reproduction or copy of the original, complete, 
and that all statements and Information provided therein are true 
ang correct. The samo should be maintained current and update 
atleast once a yaar, A Certificate of Registration will bo Issued to 
contractors/suppllars upon approval 

‘Schedule ol Bidding Activites: 


"eer T 
Thai b Dasara 


DATETIME T VENUE 
Zones ZE | BAC Secraans GSD 
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id oor 
“5: Opening ol ghi] 
Beguiremenis and Bids 


Cole? 3,2053 P11 
October 20, 2004:3 PN 


CSC Funcion Roo 


7. CSC reserves the righ lo reject any application for eligiblity, or al bids 
without offering any reasons, waive and required formally hare, and 10 
‘make an award lo the bidder whose proposal is most advantageous to the 
government 


3. Addona information shall bo furnished upon request, AN communications 
should be addressed to the undersigned at tha alorementoned address. 


Asst. Commissioner ELMER R. BARTOLATA 
Chairman Bids and Awards Center 


24 September 2004. 8:00 P.M. 
gtt Manpower Sila and Training Center 


Ticket Price: VIP P2,000 Patron P1,000 


For ticket reservations call 
‘Aims, 889-3427 / 889-4573 or email: In 
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Where you find the best. 


Read it every Sunday with the 


Philippine Daily Inquirer. 
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*Mommy, we love you so much, 
we'll miss you but we will never forget you” 


CO SIOK HIAN LAO 


(Wife of the late Luis Co Chi Kiat) 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
on September 14, 2004 at the age of 81. 


Her bereaved children: Andy (1) & Helen, William & Bethy Syhau, William & Belen Wong, 
Luis Jr. & Tessie, Lucio & Susan, Lino (1) & Melinda, Alex & Benita Chua, Lorenzo & Fe; 

grandchildren: Jennifer, Edgar, Sherwin, Sheryll, Cinderella & Patrick, Hudson, Joyce & 
Dickson, Mark, Aimee, Aline, Neil, Vincent, Pamela, Camille, Katrina, Beverly, Charmaine, 

Nikki, Robin, Edward (1), Benedick, Kenneth, Share, Michelle, Lino Jr., Gemalin; 
greatgrandchild: Chris Daniel; 
brother, in-laws, nephews, nieces, other relatives and friends, 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Chapel 2 (new bldg.), La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 


Interment will be at the Chinese Cemetery on Monday, September 20 at 8:00 a.m. 


In lieu of flowers, donations to Luis Co Chi Kiat Foundation 
will be greatly appreciated. 


The Members of the Board of Trustees ee SI 
of FRD-GREENBELT STO. NINO DE 


PAZ FOUNDATION, 


+ 
The Administrator, Staff, Servant Leaders G Antonio Gacuma Dabao, Sr, * 
and Members of the Greenbelt Chapel Community | op 
Extend their deepest sympathies and express their | ofiing" 
deep sorrows and grief to the family of July 17, 1923 - September 13, 2004 


ÉELENA F. FAJARDO ena 


A Mother of Fr Pericles F. Fajardo, Chaplain) His wife, Maring (1); bereaved children and in-laws Sony 
who peacefully joined her Creator on Dabao-Salvador, Gingging & Jimmy General, Tonette, 
* September 16, 2004 Vincent, Marty & Camille (nee Salazar), Lufie & Lena 


S 2 3 ‘nee Pido), and a special family friend Rei Bancil: 
"Her body lies in state at the National Shrine of the Pesci ca Bartle A Frank Lack, Lote MIRA 


«, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Dao St., Makati City Cayo, Rafa, Iya, Ponso, Mayen, Oliver, baby Ant 

`> Burial Mass at the Shrine is on Yana and baby Aneesa; great grandchild Santino. 
September 21, 2:00 P.M. | 
Cremation follows at 4:00 P.M., Loyola Memorial, His body lies in state at the Celedonia Locsin Sanson 
Guadalupe, Makati. Memorial Chapel at St. Anne Parish, M.H. del Pilar Street, 


Your prayers for the eternal repose of her soul Molo, Iloilo City from September 15-18, 2004 and at Our 
is heartily appreciated. Lady of Beautiful Love Parish, Merville Subdivision, 
: Parafiaque, Metro Manila on September 19-21, 2004. 


A Memorial Mass will be held at St. Anne Parish on 
gie An obituary with a picture can be a fitting tribute September 18, 2004 at 7:00 PM before departure to Manila. 
y to your departed loved one. 


Cremation at the Holy Trinity, Sucat, Parafiaque, Metro 


Always caring. WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS œ Manila, September 22, 2004. 
INQUIRER OBITUARIES and bank-to-bank payments 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: © Copy of Death Coen: © Any identification document (LD) 


É Ena aon 


* DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT - MESSAGE OF THANKS * 
* DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS + 
* FREE OBIT DESIGN * [ "absent from the body to be present with the Lord" 2 Corinthians 5:8 
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DOF on P1-B loss: It's how market works 


By Michelle V. Remo 


TT IS just how the market works, and 
nothing more. 

‘The Department of Finance (DOF) 
yesterday rejected insinuations that the 
government allowed the loss of P1 bil- 
lion in the latest sovereign bond issue 
by selling ROP (Republic of the Philip- 
pines) debt papers ata high discount. 

‘The DOF explained that the movement 
of bond prices was market determined. 

Finance Undersecretary Eric Recto, 
the man in charge of foreign borrow- 
ings, said that on Sept. 7, the govern- 
ment made the announcement to the in- 
ternational bond market that the Philip- 
pines would be issuing bonds. That day, 
price for the bonds maturing in 2015 
was at 99.375 percent, while bonds ma- 
turing in 2025 was at 108.5 percent. 

Recto said that it was only on Sept. 8, 
the day after the announcement of the 
bond issue, that the pricing of the bonds 
were made. On Sept., the cost ofborrow- 


Duty Free 
marks 
rebound 
in sales 


DUTY Free Philippines 
tumed from a losing 
venture to a profitable 
conem under the 
‘watch of Michael Kho, 
DFP general manager 
since 2001. 

The DFP is an at- 
tached agency of the 
Philippine Tourism 
Authority, the unit 
implementing the 
projects of the De- 
partment of Tourism. 

in an atcomplish- 
ment report for the 
years 2001-2004, Kho 
showed that the DFP 
posted net incomes of 
P4035 million in 
2001, P528 million in 
2002 and P503 mil- 
lion ast year. 

‘The figures repre- 
sented a full 
tumaround — from 
losses of P535 mil- 
lon incurred in 
1997, P1.151 billion. 
in 1958, P205 million. 
in 1999 and P212 
million in 2000. 

The percent sales 
increase in 2002, the 
first since 1995, was 
the result of continu- 
ing reform aimed at 
reducing cos, im- 
proving profitability, 
improving store lay- 
outs, and introduc- 
tion of new products 
and marketing focus. 

Their efforts paid 
off, Kho said, when 
Raven Fox Publica- 
tions recognized 
them as the Best 
Travel Retail (Duty 
Free) Operator Oper- 
ating in a Single 
County during, the 
2002 Tax Free World 
Exposition Congress 
held in Singapore. 

Kho said they had 
to restructure their 
debt burden with ma- 
jor creditors, sending 
high interest bearing 
loans to reduce their 
debt from PA 4 billion 
n 2001 toP3 billion in 
June 2004. 

Interest. charges 
were likewise lowered 
from P243 million in 
2001 to some P120 
million in 2004. 

Prompt payment to 
suppliers and contrac 
tors resulted in re- 
bates and discounts of 
P192 milion in 2002, 
P205 million last year 
and P368 million in 
the frst half of this 
year, Kho said. 

Kho said they had 
redirected their mar- 
keting elforts toward 
the Filipino traveler 
with his changing 
shopping habits. The 
DOT and DEP also 
spearheaded the pass- 
ing of Republic Act 
No. 9174 or the New 
Balikbayan. Law, 
which amended the 
balikbayan's duty free 
privileges in Novem 
ber 2002. This Christ 
mas, Filipino travelers 
will have a month to 
do their pasalubong 


shopping, 


ings have become more expensive at 98.28 
for bonds maturing in 2015, and 107.125 
for debt papers maturing in 2025. 

On Sept. 9, a day after the bonds were 
priced, the government was able to sell 
$300 million worth of bonds maturing in 
2015, and $700 million worth of bonds 
‘maturing in 2025, for a total of $1 billion. 

‘The government was able to sell the 
bonds at a more expensive rate of 98 
percent for the 2015 bonds and 106.25 
percent for the 2025 bonds, or as much 
asa percentage point discount. 

“It is a normal market reaction that 
borrowings become more expensive af- 
ter an announcement of a bond issue is 
‘made because you are giving them new 
supply,” Recto explained. 

He added that the discount given by 
the government in the latest bond issue 
should not be singled out because it has 
been giving the same amount of dis- 
‘counts in its past bond issues. 

Recto also compared the latest 2015 
bond issue with the one held last March. 


He said the 2015 bonds fetched a yield 
rate of 9 percent in March, and a rate of 
9.17 inthe bond issue overa weekago. He 
said that the 17-basispoint deterioration 
was sight compared with the S0-basis- 
point increase in US interest rates that 
happened between March and September 

“The Senate committee on finance, in 
a budget hedring the other day, ques- 
tioned finance officials on the pricing of 
the bonds, saying that the country al- 
ready has one of the most expensive 
cost of borrowing inthe region. 

Legislators raised the concern that 
banks might prefer investing in attrac- 
tively priced ROP bonds, rather than 
engage in lending to businesses. Legis- 
lators said that this, in effect, would re- 
duce the available money for lending 
and hamper economic activity. 

‘The banks already hold a substantial 
number of bonds. 

Recto, who was not present during 
the budget hearing, said he was willing 
to face the Senate and answer any 


query about the latest bond issue, 
which was earmarked for the state- 
owned National Power Corp. 

Of the $1 billion generated from the 
bond issue, $750 million would be used 
to pay Napocor’ liabilities to inde 
dent power producers. The remai 
$250 million would be used by the na- 
tional government for its own financing 
requirement next year. 

Reacting to comments that the gov- 
ernment should have waited until bond 
Prices become cheaper before making 
the issue, Recto said the government 
had to sell the bonds immediately to 
avoid competition and an expected in 
crease in US interest rates. 

He said countries like Brazil, Turkey, 
China and Korea, among others, are al- 
so set to make a bond issue this month 
and in October. He added that the US 
Federal Reserve is expected to raise its 
interest rates by another 25 basis points 
‘when the Federal Open Market Com- 
mittee meets on Sept. 22. 
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Coco oil export seen to double in '04 


By Christine Gaylican 


THE COUNTRYS export of virgin co- 
comut oil may be more than double 
this year due to the growing demand 
for the product in the United States. 

According to Paolo P Mamangun 
J, president of the Virgin Coconut 
Oi Producers and Traders Associa- 
tion of the Philippines, the country 
exported a total of 100,000 liters of 
the product in 2003. He said that as of 
July this year, exports of virgin co- 
‘conut oil already passed the 200,000- 
liter mark. 

‘There are now 23 virgin coconut 


the producers and consumers would 
soon be put in place. 

"This would send a message that the 
industry is serious in seeking accept- 
able standards to ensure that bad 
(practices) are weeded out,” said Coro- 
macion. “This step will ensure that 
Philippine virgin coconut oil is safe." 

He added that fixed quality stan- 
dards would also prevent manufac- 
turers from taking short cuts in their 
processes and do away with product 
tampering. 

“We have seen that happen with 
our nata de coco products before and 
the potentials of the industry were 


consultations with the private sector 
and the PCA. 

Aside from the US market, the coun- 
try currently delivers virgin coconut oil 
to Singapore, Japan and Korea. 

Extracted from fresh mature co- 
conut meat or its derivative (coconut 
milk and coconut milk residue, or 
what is known as “sapal” in the ver- 
macular) by mechanical or natural 
means, with or without the applica- 
tionof heat, Mamangun claimed that 
the virgin oil contained medicinal 
properties. 

‘The oil contains no fats and choles- 
terol, he said. 


oil producers and manufacturers in never realized because of poor manu- Mamangun also said that the virgin 
the country The Philippine Coconut facturing standards," PCA Deputy Ad- oil could be taken in as food or di- 
Authority (PCA) recently decided to ministrator Carlos CArpio said. etary supplement like liquid vitam 


establish quality standards for the 
manufacturers to bolster their accep- 
tance worldwide. 

PCA Administrator Danilo Corona- 
cion said that interim standards that 
would serve as working reference for 


The Department of Science and 
Technology, the Science departments 
of the University of the Philippines in 
Diliman and Los Baños, and the Bu- 
reau of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Product Standards, are holding joint 


Te could also be used as cooking oil, 
food ingredient, or food seasoning. 

He added virgin oil could also be 
used to heal insect bites and wounds, 
skin allergies and viral or fungal in- 
fections. 


‘And nobody else has this but us. 


Vertical clearance: 20 ft. high 

lé world’s tallest man is listed as more than 9 ft. tall—a physical marvel thar's 
Lite common for the Watusis of Africa. Impressive as it may seem, we didnt design 
lofts for very tall people. 


rally lofty for you to have limitless room for ideas on how you 
lI do your own interiors. Being bare, each loft will become your statement— 
lur own huge canvas. 


Creativity can't be boxed. 
your only chance ro unleash the repressed artist in you. No other 
arise has lofts that can give'you as much freedom for self-expression, 
ary room, every alcove, every nook and cranny can be your mural, 
sur pastiche, your tryptiche or your atelier. 


d space is abundant for productive minds. There's nothing here 
cramp your style, And your changing moods. 

Creativity must be nurtured. 

hd that’s why we take care of the headaches. We give you a departure 
bm the standard Burbs. Rockwell is a little city thats contained. 
affic is not sanctioned here. Security runs 24-hours daily. 
ha time of anxiety attacks, that's one less worry. 


Jo 


* Cigarette 
maker 
backs 
specific 
excise tax 


PHILIP Morris Philip- 
pines Inc. yesterday 
insisted that an addi- 
tional specific excise 
tax on cigarettes was 
a better way to raise 
additional govern- 
ment revenue from 
the industry rather 
than returning to the 
ad valorem system of 
taxation. 
$ PMPMI managing 
director Chris Nelson 
said ina statement that 
the specific excise tax 
system, on the one 
hand, would be easier 
to administer and 
would provide a sable 
and predicable. in- 
come for the govern- 
ment. On the other 
hand, he added, thead 
valorem tax system 
had been “wantonly 
abused by certain 
‘manufacturers to avoid 


even for a human skyscraper. 


Bulgarian Giane 
Arsen Iname Ge 2 
paying correct tanes 
Siaja abad "he official said 
to er to iral rm his company was 
supporting fair and 
moderate increases 
in the excise tax on 
cigarettes, which 
would address the 
concerns of both the 
` government and en- 
ai fire tobacco industry 
Also, Nelson coun- 
tered charges "that 
PMPMI's tax propos- 
al would effectively 
kill low and medium 

priced brands, 
"Why would we do 
3 that?" he said. "We 
equally have a stake 
in (that) market seg- 

pag ME ment." 

PMPMI last year 
bought for about P1 
billion Sterling To- 
bacco Corp, maker 


Despite the peace, we rock. There is always something a-buzz like surprising structures 
that change the skyline every now and then.. Not to mention bargain haunts as well 


as designer shops, traditional and quirky buys, mainstream and transitional events plus of the low-priced 
a global choice of restaurants and bars for a diverse lifestyle. brands Bowling 
M Gold, Bowling Green, 

‘The muses rule here. Miller and Stork. 


The firm also in- 
vested to produce the 
mid-priced L&M, a 
brand under Philip 
Morris International. 

Forty-six floors up, you can detox in our skylounge or "The Wind". Ar the garden + PMPMI is propos. 

encased gym, 3 badminton courts, organic spa, children's playground, sundecks, inga Pl per pack hike 
roof gardens and 25-meter swimming pool, you can burn fat or angst. And be phat! in taxes “for all 


‘The choice is yours—from 1 to 2 bedroom units for the lofts. Or look into our 
towers yin-yang interiors, hardwood floors, ventilated kitchens, floor to ceiling windows 
and walk-in closers. (Fashionistas, dress yourselves to the nines. In sixes and sevens too.) 


brands, which is ex- 
pected to raise P4.5 
billion for the gov- 
ernment. 

But Fortune Tobac- 
co Corp. and Associat 
ed Anglo American To 
Lon Corp—makere 
of low and medium 
priced brands— said 
on Thursday that 
PMPMI's proposal 
would result na 250 
percent increase in the 
taxes for their brands 
and only 18 percent 
increase for their rivals 
high priced brands. 

Dave Gomez, PMP- 
MI public affairs and 
communications 
manager said increas- 
ing the rates by per 
centages would result 
in huge increases in 
ihe tiers because of 
ihe higher tax base. 

Ronnel W. Domingo 


No reason for you to “hit the roof”. 
Even parking is abundant—5 levels of secured space. With all these 
going for you, you can live your dreams and never fear that the sky will k 
drop on your head. 


Even if you are a Watusi. 


Joya Lofts and Tower Units 
Only for the chosen few and only a few left. 
To inquire, please call 890-6888/ 756-5022 or fax 896-2251 or drop by 
at the Rockwell Information Center, Rockwell Drive, cor. Estrella St., Makati. 
Visit our model unit at the Power Plant Mall, With easy payment terms 
and up to 4 years to pay, available units are running out fast. - 


‘Text and photo by Charles E. Buban 


R. DAYAN Decampong- 

Sangcopan has never 

seen a doctor in her 
hometown of Bayang, a far- 
flung municipality on the 
southern shore of Lanao Lake 
in Lanao del Sur. 

“If someone was sick, dying or has a 
disease, that person had to go to the next 
town of Binidayan where there is a dis- 
trict hospital or, better still, to Marawi 
City but its on the opposite side of the 
lake and several hours drive away" the 
31-year-old doctor recalled. 

‘This depressing situation inspired Sang- 
copan to take up medicine. And she has re- 
cently volunteered for assignment to 
Bayang after the municipality was includ- 
ed inthe lst where the Leaders for Health 
project (LHP) would be assigning a doctor. 

‘The LHP program is a partnership of 
the Department of Health, the Ateneo 
Graduate School of Business and Pfizer 
Philippines Foundation. It is aimed at de- 
veloping a corps of dedicated doctors 
and committed community leaders who 
will help address healthcare problems in. 
the poor (fifth- and sixth-class) munici- 
palities of the country. 

"The doctor-volunteers are required to 
identify a critical health problem in their 
respective areas and the corresponding so- 
lutions, with the help of the townsfolk, the 
municipal and/or local government unit 


FIVE months ago, the Associ- 
ated Press wrote about the 
discovery of Johanna Fanto- 
va's diary Fantova, who died 
two decades ago, had been a 
librarian at Princeton, al- 
though she will be best re- 
membered for her relation- 
ship with Albert Einstein 
the last years of his fe. 
One of the more interest- 


Massie 


ing passages deals with the Santos Ballon 


fact that for his 75th birth- 

day Einstein received a depressed parrot 
that he named Bibo. While itis not clear 
why someone would want to give Ein- 
stein a depressed parrot, much less 
whether or not the bird really was un- 
happy to begin with, Fantova says Ein- 
stein decided to cheer up Bibo by telling 
him, and 1 quote the AP story, “bad 
jokes.” 

Fantova says Bibo did get better (and 
hopefully more cheerful) with the atten- 
tion, and in turn thanked his new owner 
by getting him sick. 

It seems that Bibo never appears in the 
diary again, which leaves us wondering 
if there might be an ancient parrot out 
there somewhere telling bad jokes in a 
German accent. 

Parrots and mynas are like humans in 


Up close - 
and personal 


‘THE BAND-Aid and Q-tips were born out of 
frustration; the safety razor was conceived 
by a traveling salesman who wanted to 


"Sc 


Discover 


After four years on the job, the doctors 
will receive a masters degree in health 
care management from the Ateneo for 
free. 

During the recent Salubungan sa 
Marawi City 2004 program where the 
newest batch of doctor-volunteers were 
formally welcomed by their community 
representatives, Health Secretary 
Manuel Dayrit praised the physicians 
who have decided to work in the barrios 
despite lucrative offers to work abroad. 

Dayrit also thanked the Ateneo and 
Pfizer for giving the doctor-volunteers a 
good reason to stay in the country. 


‘Common vision of health 

Since its launch in 2002, the LHP 
program has enabled 20 doctor-volun- 
teers, 20 mayors and 42 community 
leaders in previously doctorless towns 
to work together and create a common 
vision of health. 

The doctors were deployed in 20 
towns in Surigao del Norte, Western 
Samar, Biliran and Camarines Sur 
Provinces. Last August, they received 
their master's degree from the Ateneo. 

For the second batch, LHP will be de- 
ploying 29 doctor-volunteers to munici- 
palities in Agusan del Norte, Albay, Bili- 
ran, Bohol, Camarines Sur, Cebu, Lanao 
del Sur, Negros Oriental, Northern Samar, 
Surigao del Norte, Surigao del Sur, West- 
em Samar and Zamboanga del Sur. 

Dayrit said that of 115 doctoriess mu- 
nicipalities, only 35 remain unfilled. 
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Doctors who look 
forward to rural wor 


“We are nearing our target. Combin- 
ing the number of doctor-volunteers 
from the LHP program and the depart- 
mentis classic program, the Doctors to 
the Barrios, has brought down the deficit 
significantly" Dayrit said. 


Homecoming 

Sangcopan her medical studies 
in 1997 at the University of the Visayas- 
Gallas College of Medicine in Cebu. She 
said that more than getting a master's de- 
gree, the LHP program will give her an op- 
Portunity to serve her hometown. 

“It’s a sort of homecoming for me, 
too," Sangcopan said. 

Doctor-volunteer Sadaila Kapampan- 
gan-Raki-in chose to be assigned in the 
town of Bacolod-Kalawi, a medically un- 
derserved municipality located on the 
eastern shore of Lanao Lake. 

"The town I wili be assigned to has 
the same problems as most of the mu- 
nicipalities around the lake: lack of ad- 
equate health, water and sanitation in- 
frastructure, malnutrition, widespread 

diarrhea, 


cases “of skin diseases, 
mosquito-borne diseases [malaria and 
dengue] and flack of] maternal and 


prenatal care,” said Raki-in. 

‘The 36-year-old Mindanao State Uni- 
versity College of Medicine graduate 
said the situation was aggravated by the 
fact that only a handful of doctors would 
want to be assigned in the province be- 
cause of security concerns. 

“News on warring families, Muslim 
separatist rebels and military deploy- 


‘Sangcopan. 


ments...would [not] attract doctors to 
stay here,” Raki-in noted. 

Rak-in, who is pregnant with her sec- 
ond child, has asked her parents in 
Marawi City to take care of her 7-year-old 
son whom she will be visiting once a week 
‘when she starts work in Bacolod-Kalawi. 

Sangcopan, on the other hand, will be 
bringing her two children, aged 2 and 1, 
with her because her husband is abroad, 
working. 


$800,000 grant 

Pfizer president and country manager 
Gerry Bacaro said the LHP is Pfizer 
Philippines Foundation’s flagship corpo- 
rate social responsibilty project. It is fund- 
'ed by an $800,000 grant from the mother 
firm, Pfizer Foundation, New York. 

The DOH, Pfizer and the Ateneo also 
organized a donors forum last year which 
resulted in pledges of support from vari- 
ous foreign and local organizations. 

Dr. Alfredo Bengzon, dean of the Ate- 
neo Graduate School of Business, said 
‘an important component of the pro- 


Parroting humans? 


that respect: their speech pat- 
terns and vocal intonations 
are defined by their environ- 
ments. For example, one of 
my friends has deaf parents, 
so growing up, he copied the 
speech patterns he heard on 
‘TV. For reasons I have never 
quite figured out, he spent a 
lot of time watching BBC tele- 
vision shows, and his accent 
during his first days at school 
were apparently confusing to 
his classmates. 


Changing noises 

Ina study which appears in the Sept. 7 
issue of Current Biology, researchars from 
the Indiana School of Medicine led by bi 
ologist Gabriel Beckers (who is now at the 
Institute of Biology at Leiden University in 
the Netherlands) prove that parrots, like 
humans, can change the noises they make 
by moving their tongues. 

Above the trachea of a human sits a 
two-inch box called the larynx, which is 
right below the vocal cords. When people 
speak, air is forced up from the lungs 
through the larynx to create noise that is 
then shaped by the teeth, tongue and lips. 

Birds, on the other hand, make sounds 
using a syrinx, which is located at the 


base of the trachea just above the lungs. 
‘The syrinx has several chambers whose 
membranes vibrate when air passes 
through them, thus generating noise. 
Beckers was not the first to suggest that 
a parrot can use its tongue to alter the 
noise into something recognizable, much 
the same way humans take the sounds 
produced by the larynx and shape them 
using their tongues to speak. This theory, 
however, had not been tested until Beck- 
ersand his colleagues came along. 


South American parrots 

Beckers et al. used feral Monk para- 
kent cl parrots from South Ameri- 
ca. captured by a pest control agency in 
Florida for their experiments. The birds 


were euthanized and their syrinxes re- 
moved and replaced by small speakers 
that generated noise levels of varying 
frequency pitch and volume. 

Beckers et al. moved each parakeet’ 
tongue throughout the experiments to 
see what effect repositioning of the 
tongue would have on the sounds pro- 
duced 

What they found was that reposition- 
ing the tongue by even as much asa mil- 
limeter was enough to alter the sounds 
emerging from each parakeers throat. 

“By analogy its larger than the differ- 
ence between an A and an O in human 
speech,” Beckers said in the press state- 
ment released by Indiana University. 

"They also found that certain tongue 
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gram isthe involvement of local govern- 
ment executives 

“Healthcare should be treated as a 
community concern and not just of the 
doctor-volunteer. More than [the doc- 
tors] idealism and willingness to sacri- 
fice, the LHP program also requires the 
commitment and involvement of the 
mayors and the rest of the officials,” said 
Bengzon. 

This is why the LHP program includes 
a capacity enhancement workshop given 
by the Ateneo for officials of local gov- 
ernment units, nongovernment organi- 
zations and people's organizations. 

So far, four capacity enhancement 
workshops aimed at providing basic 
knowledge, attitudes and skills neces- 
sary to build and strengthen the delivery 
of healthcare systems in communities 
have been conducted. 

Through these workshops, all the 
stakeholders—the doctors, the mayors 
and the community leaders—identify and 
prioritize their health problems and gen- 
erate municipal strategic health plans. 


positions generated sounds within spe- 
cific frequencies that they called for- 
manis. In humans, formants are respon- 
sible for the characteristic vowel sounds 
each person makes. In fact, formants are 
what make each person's voice unique. 


Live parrots next time 

"This is the first direct evidence that 
parrots are able to use their large 
tongues to change the acoustic proper- 
ties of their vocalizations,” said neurobi- 
ologist Roderick Suthers, one of the 
study's co-authors. 

Beckers et al. plan to continue their 
studies, this time using live animals to see 
how other factors would affect each par- 
rots individual voice. The movements of 
the throat and beak vary from bird to 
bird, as does the length of the trachea, 
and none ofthese factors were taken into 
account during the previous experiments 

Inthe meantime, we are left to ponder 
whether or not a parror' ability to shape 
sounds means it might not just be mim- 
icking what it hears. Does a pet parrot 
“parrot” back what it hears, or is it actu 
ally holding a conversation with its own: 
er? If there's an easy answer to that one, 
let me know. 

Email the 
massie.com. 


author at 


massie@ 


geta chance 
to wina 


© 


Sony Ericsson 


make it big by inventing something dispos- T230 
able. Getto know the pioneers ofyour--and — mobile phone 
your parent’—bathroom cabinet staples. anda 
Match the product on the left withthename premium 
ofits inventor on the right. De pack! 
Dianne M. Villafuerte 
Product Inventor 
4. tampon a) Maurice Levy 
2. contactlens b) Eugen Fick 
3. disposable c) Washington W. 
diapers Shefteld 
4. Band-Ald d King Camp Gite 
5. toothpastetube ` e) Mary Donovan 
6. us 1) Eugene Schueller 
7. safely razor. O) Wiliam Addis 
8. sunscreen M) Dr. Fare Haas 
9. suntanlotion ` i) Benjamin Green 
10. toothbrush j) Earle Dickson 


k) Leo Gerstenzang 
LAST week's answers: 1-d, 2-k, 3-0. 4-1, 5-a, 


Text for daily puzzles 


TEXT messages are ubiquitous today. They 
bind people together, providing comfort (par- 
ents demand their children text them if they 
will be late), contact (teenagers master SMS 
lingo to send their thoughts quickly), and mo- 
bilization (remember Edsa I?) 

But justas spam clogs our e-mail, it also has 
become unavoidable on our cell phones. Ring 
tones, logos, gossip assault airwaves and in- 
boxes. We are indeed a nation obsessed with 
entertainment (use your cell to chat with 
movie stars and download the latest celebrity 
goings-on) and superficiality (get the latest 
Screen savers and box-office hit tunes). Any- 
way, we have one of the lowest text rates in 
the world, and who are we to deny ourselves 
‘momentary “coolness”? (We also have a hor- 
rible unemployment rate, which leads 10 per- 
cent of our population to work beyond our 
shores, often in hostile conditions.) 


Puzzles in mobile phones 

A few months ago, my friends Dobbin and 
Eliza Tan approached me to make puzzles 
available through text. Together with their 
sister Eleanor, they run Information Gateway, 
a company which provides content for telcos. 
Puzzles are a favorite staple in this column 
(teachers, students and parents ask for brain- 
teasers, and our annual puzzle contest at- 
tracts hundreds of entries). Doing puzzles 


jump-starts the mind, promotes critical think- 


ing and rigor, and indeed, has been shown to 
stave off Alzheimer's disease. Most of all, they 
are funt 
My puzzles range from simple logic anc 
word problems to general information on lo- 
cal and international facts. They are suitable 


Eureka! 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua 


for all ages (my 6-year-old son can tackle 
many of them). 

Here are.sample puzzles which have al- 
ready appeared: 

* What is the next letter in this sequence: 
CHLO? 

Your first answer may be Q. The alphabet is 
moved five letters, then four, then three, etc. 
But E is also acceptable, to spell out a nice 

jrs name. 
2T Ga which coindo two people appear? 

The 10-peso coin, of course. By the way, it 
also has two colors. We often take everyday 
things for granted. Now do you know which 
two people are on that coin? 

“Which of the following is a prime num- 
ber: 36,47 or 51? 

A prime number cannot be divided into any 
other number (except 1 and itself). 47 is 
prime. Prime numbers are used in code-mak- 
ing (the fancy word is eryptography), includ- 
ing hi-tech security systems today. 

* When flying, many insects make a 
sound. Howis the sound produced? 

By vibrating their wings. In fight, insects 
beat their wings at between four and 1,000 
beats per second. The beating produces 
sound waves, which reach our ears. 

* Yesterday I turned off the light and 


managed to get into bed before it became 
dark. The light switch and the bed are three 
meters apart. How did 1 do that? (Remem- 
ber that the speed of light is 300,000 kilo- 
meters per second). 

Twent to bed during the day. 


Fastest runner 

* Now for a joke: Who was the fastest. 
runner in history? 

Adam. He came first in the human race. 

* Who was the president who was NOT a 
bar topnotcher: Marcos, Macapagal, Quirino? 

Quirino. 

` Jose lives alone in a house, with no vis- 
itors. Food and other supplies are deliv- 
ered. One dark and stormy night he forgot 
‘what he was supposed to do, turned off all 
the lights, and went to bed. The next day he 
found out that 10 people died because of 
what he did. What happened? 

Jose was a lighthouse keeper. When he 
turned off all the lights that night, several 
ships met accidents 

* Who does not belong in this group: 
Mozart, Beethoven, Fonteyn, Strauss? 

Margot Fonteyn was a dancer. The others 
are all musical composers. 

"To subscribe, text "puzzle" to Globe at 
2346. (This service is only available on 
Globe for now.) You will get two messages: 
one with the solution to yesterday's puzzle, 
and the other containing today's teaser. 
‘The right answer is not instantly given, be- 
cause | want you to think about the puzzle 
for a while. Each bundle of messages costs 
P2.50, the same charge for other down- 
loads. Meet you on text! 


A ` 
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Thanks to rabbits, ED 
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Erectile dysfunction 
patients find life 
less enjoyable 


no longer a problem 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


EN with erectile 
dysfunction (ED) 
owe a lot to rab- 


bits. 

Dr Erwin Bischoff, pharmaceu- 
tical chief research scientist of 
Bayer Healthcare, says the effica- 
y and safety of their erection 
drug Levitra was fist tested on 
rabbits. 

Bischoff says the rabbit was the 
animal of choice because its 
anatomy and erection physiology. 
was similar to that in humans. 

“In rabbits you can see the pe- 
nis when itis erect. You can mea- 
sure the length of the erection, 
and how strong tis. These obser- 
vations enabled us to test and 
compare alot of compounds, and 
that is important when you're 
looking for the best choice,” 
Bischoff says. 

Bischoff and his team tested 
more than 4,000 molecules on 
dozens of rabbits before deciding. 
‘on the most effective molecule. 

“Later on, the studies with hu- 
mans reflected the same efficacy 
of the compounds,” Bischoff says 

‘The German doctor smiles and 
says the rabbits didnt seem to 
mind getting frequent erections. 
It surely beats being dissected, 
which, he assures animal lovers, 
the rabbits were not subjected to 
after the experiment. 


during sexual stimulation. 

“We injected that into the ani- 
mal together with the drug, and 
the animal gets an erection. They 
were nice and helpful little rab- 
bits Bischoff says with a grin. 

He was in the country recently to 
speak ata SWIM (sexual wellness in 
men) Foundation promotional tour 


Important sexual organ 

Bischoff says that contrary to 
what many people think, the 
most important sexual organ of 
the man is not the penis 

“ts the brain,” he says. “If 
there's no stimulation [in the 
brain), if you do not feel anything, 
why should something happen?” 

He explains that the brain 
sends a signal to the penile tissue 
whenever it receives a sexual 
stimulus. The blood vessels in the 
penis dilate and the penis be- 
Comes engorged with blood, 
which we see as an erection. 

He says the difference between. 


‘Stimulating rabbits 

While rabbits, like humans, 
sometimes have erection prob- 
lems, those used in Bischoff's 
study were “normal” ones. 

But because Levitra does not 
induce erection without sexual 
stimulation, Bischoff had to first 
“stimulate” the male rabbits by 
introducing nitric oxide into their 
system. Nitric oxide is a com- 
pound that induces relaxation 
and is produced in penile tissue 


Cord blood banking expert 
to hold lectures in Manila 


FILIPINO health workers and 
specialists, as well as patients 
and their families, will have an 
opportunity to leam more 
about stem cell therapy from 
no less than a world-renowned 
expert, Dr. Teo Cheng Peng, 
who will conduct a series of 
lectures about recent develop- 
ments in this field. 

Dr. Teo, a specialist in hema- 
to-oncology, is the medical 
rector of StemCord Private 
Limited of Singapore, a stem 
cell bank where cord blood can 
be stored for future treatment. 
"Through this facility, families 
can collect their babies’ umbili- 
cal cord blood and preserve 
their stem cells, which they can. 
use, when needed, to fight vari- 
ous diseases and injuries. Prop- 
erly stored in deep freeze, stem 
cells can remain potent for as 
long as 21 years. 


(On Sept. 25, at 7 p.m. he will 
hold a public symposium on 
‘umbilical cord blood banking at 
the Century Park Hotel in 
Malate, Manila. The sympo- 
sium is free of charge. It is spon- 
sored by Tan Yan Kee Founda- 
tion Inc. a foundation ofthe Lu- 
cio C. Tan Group of Companies 
and the Association of Asia 
Brewery Medical Scholars 

‘The talk will center on what 
expecting parents should know 
about banking their baby's um- 
bilical cord blood. For free tick- 
ets call StemCord Philippines 
21373-3311 to 18 or 373-7359 
or Phoebe Tsai Te at 0918- 
9180329. 

On Sept. 28, Dr. Teo will be 
the guest resource person at 
the Women in Media Bulong 
Pulungan at 12 noon at the 
Westin Philippine Plaza. The 
panel will include Filipino doc- 
tors Rebecca B. Singson of the 
Asian Hospital and Medical 
Center and Makati Medical 
Center and Lora Tansengco of 
the Philippine General Hospi- 
tal and Asian Hospital, both of | 
whom have starred collecting 
cord blood for banking from 
their own patients. 


Speaking engagements 
Di. Teo will lecture before 
500 international delegates at 
the Indo Pacific International 
Congress on Sept. 24, from 9 
am. m 12 noon, at the 
Medicine Auditorium of the 
University of Santo Tomas. 


Workshop on environment, 
wastewater laws set Sept. 22-23 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Environ- 
ment and Natural and Resources- 
Environmental Management Bu- 
reau Region 3, in partnership 
with the Water Environment As 
sociation of the Philippines Inc., 
will conduct a seminar-workshop 
‘on "Wastewater Treatment Tech- 
nologies and Updates on Rele- 
vant Water/Wastewater Environ- 
ment Regulations" on Sept. 22-23 
at the Central Park Hotel, Hacien- 
da Luisita, San Miguel, Tarlac 
Ciy. 

Regional director Lormelyn 
Claudio said the workshop aims 
to appraise environmental ma 
agers or pollution control off 
cers, particularly those in the live- 
stock industry, on the latest envi 
Tonmental ^ water/wastewater 
laws and treatment technologies 5203/6 or Joy Macasaya of WEAP 
and updates on DENR policies. a1371-97900r 410-1119. 


* ^» 


and programs. 

The Seminarworkshop also 
aims to make farm owners and 
managers understand and appre- 
ciate the necessity of utilizing ef- 
ficient and effective wastewater 
treatment facilities in compliance 
with the law and as part of their 
social responsibility in environ- 
ment protection and proper man- 
agement. Experts in the field will 
exchange information and share 
experiences and best practices. 

This is the fourth activity of 
WEAP jn its commitment to pre- 
serve a clean water environment, 
said president Dr Pag-asa 
Gaspillo. For details, queries and 
reservations, please call Hershey 
Vasallo or Reese Rubiano of 
DENR-EMB Reg. 3 at (045) 961- 


and air is sucked out of the cham- 
ber. When vacuum is created, 
blood is drawn tothe penis, creat- 
ing an artificial erection. To main- 
tain the erection when the pump 
is removed, a rubber band is fas- 
tened at the base of the penis to 
keep the blood in, and it stays 
there until the man has had inter- 


course. 


Levitra and other ED drugs was 
that the former is a very potent 
PDES inhibitor. One only needs a 
very small amount ofthe drug for 
itto be effective. 

Levitra, which has gained pop- 
ularity alongside other erection 
drugs as Pfizer's Viagra and Eli 
y's Cialis, gets its advantage 
from its fast-acting effect (10 to 
20 minutes after taking the pil). 


Wide range of choices 

Urologist Dennis R Serrano of. 
the Philippine General Hospital 
says the advent of PDE S inhibitor 
drugs has made life a lot easier 
for ED patients. 

“You just have to pop a pill. 
And that can even be very sponta- 
neous. Partners dont need to 
know about it,” he says 

in the "70s and "B05, Serrano 
says, doctors had to use vacuum 
pumps to create artificial erection 
in their patients. The penis of the 
patient is put inside the pump 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


A FEW months ago, 1 had the privilege of 
meeting a living icon of the broadcast indus- 
try Dely Magpayo, more popularly known as 
Tiya Dely. In the late 1950s, I remember our 
family gathering close to our radio as her pro- 
gm theme song started and her 


There was also the so-called 
“eternal erection” 
tained through asilicone prosthe- 
sis in the penis. Problem was, 
even ifthe patient had no use for 
an erection, the penis would still 
be up, and this could be an em- 

“barrassing sight. 

Serrano says, “You can just 
imagine how many complica- 
tions, infections and implant fail- 
ures had developed then.” 


Injections 

‘Another altemative was for 
doctors to train their patients to 
inject drugs directly to their 
penises using fine needles. 

“They were halfway out of the 
room before you could even ex- 
plain the whole procedure,” he 
Says. “It was a very artificial thing. 
Imagine, youre in an intimate 
sexual encounter then you would 
excuse yourself to go to the bath 
room and inject your penis to get 
an immediate erection.” 

ED patients today are thus 
lucky to have a wide range of 
choices of drugs. 

“Thisisthe beauty of having sev- 
era different molecules belonging 
to one class of drugs,” he says. 

“Our role as physicians is to 
first determine that the drug the 
patient will get is safe [given] the 
other co-morbidities or other ill- 
nesses he has. Then, whatever 
side effects or untoward reaction 
he experiences will be managed 
or controlled. And then, if he is 
not satisfied with the efficacy of 
the drug, our role is to give him 


Growing old 


with their partner 


hich was at- 


Manila. 


ED drug Cialis. 


ment because 


FILIPINO males with erectile 
dysfunction (ED), the consistent 
inability to maintain an erection 
sufficient for satisfactory sexual 
intercourse, feel less masculine 
and have less enjoyment in life. 
In addition, they are missing out 
allot on their sex life, particular 
ly their romantic relationship 


Dr. Lester Garcia, head of 
the Urology Department of the 
East Avenue Medical Center in 
Quezon City, says these were 
the sentiments of his ED pa- 
tients, and they were similar to 
those expressed by the respon- 
dents of an ED survey in Metro 


The ED survey was conduct 
ed from June9 to July 15 by Eli 
Lilly (Philippines) Inc. on 50 
men with ED to determine 
their sexual attitudes and 
needs and to assess the emo- 
tional impact of the disease on 
them and their partners. 

Eli Lilly manufactures the 


"Like the survey respon- 
dents, my ED patients were at 
first [hesitant] to consult a 
doctor or seek medical treat- 
they were 
ashamed to admit that they 
have ED,” Garcia says. 

However, with the informa- 
tion and awareness campaigns 
of medical associations and 
pharmaceutical companies that 
Produce ED medications, Gar- 
Ga says ED patients are now 
more open in their attitude to- 
‘ward the condition, 

Most of Garcia's patients are 
from Metro Manila and belong 
to the middle and upper class- 


es. 
"Perhaps it's because they are 

the ones who could afford to 

buy ED medications,” he says. 


Disappointed partners 
Garci says his patiens have 

been suffering from ED for six 

months before they consulted 


like the survey respondents, 
lis patients complained that 
their sex life had suffered a lot 
and that they would feel more 
masculine if they were able to 
obtain and maintain an erection. 
Others had complained that their 
partners were disappointed and 
that they would enjoy life more if 
they didn't have ED. 

Although they were taking 
ED medication, the patients 
complained that the medica- 
tion was controlling their sex 
life, 

“They were] looking for an. 
ED medication that could re- 
verse their ED so they could re- 
turn to normal sexual function. 
and bring back intimacy into 
their lives. They also wanted 
an ED medication that had less 
side effects like headache and 
dizziness, the most common 
side effects of the ED medica- 
tions available in the market,” 
Garcia said. 


Different medications 

Garcia tells his patients that 
all the oral ED medications 
available in the market are ef- 
fective. 

However, Garcia says, it is 
also important for the patient 
to know that there are differ- 
ences between the drugs: some 
remain effective for up to 36 
hours while others work up to 
only four hours only, some are 
affected by what a person eats 
ordrinks. 

ED occurs when blood flow 
to the penis is diminished. Ex- 
perts believe that many ED cas- 
es may be due to both physical 
and psychological factors. 
High blood pressure, diabetes, 
cardiovascular diseases and 
certain medications are associ- 
ated witha large number of ED 
cases. 

Other risk factors include 
nerve damage, kidney or liver 
disease, other vascular condi 
tions, cigarette smoking and ex- 
cessive alcohol consumption. 


quality of sleep and one's sense of well-being. 
Many studies have shown that exercise 
contributes to a longer life span, even for 
couch potatoes who become 
slightly more active. 


familiar spiel was heard: “Ang iny- 

ong..Tiya Dely. * MEDICAL ` Fitness anes 
Now at 84, she still hosts her three approaches in the elderly to 

long-running program at dzRH, FiLES improve fitness: lifestyle modifica- 

and with her trim figure and the tion, resistance training and aero- 

spring in her steps, He Ds i bic exercise. 

years younger than her biological age. 4 SS 
Een, Lifestyle modification 


self fir and healthy, she has a simple formula: 
she sleeps eight hours a day, eats healthy food 
and remains active by exercising regularly. 

Growing old gracefully is every senior citi- 
zen's goal. Avoiding a sedentary lifestyle is a 
key factor in remaining fit during one's gold- 
en years. Those who feel that their body starts 
1o shut down at dusk because of aches and 
pains are doing themselves a big disservice by 
thinking that exercise might worsen their 
arthritis or other body ailments. 

Even those who had been previously active 
tend to be more sedentary as they push be- 
yond 60. 

A sedentary lifestyle is a risk factor at any 
age and the American Heart Association has 
added lack of physical activity to its list of pre- 
ventable risk factors for coronary heart dis- 
ease, which remains the No. 1 killer of people 
over 65 years old. 

Medical literature teems with scientific evi- 
dence suggesting that exercise, at any age, 
builds muscle and bones, reduces high blood 


‘An elderly person must find every opportu- 
nity to stay active within his usual daily rou- 
line. Walking to the bus station, using the 
stairs instead of the elevator, doing household 
chores, parking the car yourself and walking 
tothe building instead of availing of valet ser- 
Vice are examples of what are called "surro- 
gate exercises.” 

Medical experts say sedentary people who 
wish to become more physically active need 
only 30 minutes of moderately intensive 
physical activity during the course of each 
da 

ne does not need 30 minutes of pro- 
grammed exercise if he is too busy for it. The 
30 minutes can be made up ofthese surrogate. 
exercises, and one can already become a 
physically active person. Consistency, howey- 
er, is important. 


Resistance training 
The objective of this fitness regimen is to 
increase muscle strength over time by pro- 


gracefully 


pressure and the incidence of heart disease, 
diabetes and colon cancer, and alleviates the 
pain of arthritis and depression. 

Its short-term benefits include improving the 


gressively increasing the resistance against 
Which a muscle generates force, This can be 
done by lifting weights and progressively in- 
creasing the amount of weight over several 
days, Two sessions of 20 to 30 minutes per 
week are recommended. 

Research have shown substantial increases 
ih physical functioning in very elderly peo- 
ple—those over 90 years old—who had resis- 
tance training, 

‘Muscle atrophy and bone loss can be pre- 
vented. Lower extremity resistance training 
increases strength, balance and bone mass. 
This provides excellent protection against 
falls and hip fracture. 


Aerobic exercise 

This activity increases the heart rate for an 
extended period of time. The target heart rate. 
for aerobic exercise is anywhere between 50 
and 70 percent of one's maximum predicted 
heart rate, which is calculated by subtracting 
one's age from 220. 

For an 80-year-old, the maximum predict- 
ed heart rate is 220 - 80 = 140, The target 
heart rate would be 50 to 70 percent of 140, 
Or between 70 and 98. 

Aerobie exercise includes jogging, swim- 
ming, jumping rope, brisk walking, bicycling 
and dancing. 

Tes always best to see one's doctor first be- 
fore starting any exercise regimen as there 
are some heart conditions that may preclude 
‘one's capacity to exercise. This is especially 
true fone has suffered a heart attack, has any 
condition that might cause heart failure, is 
taking medicine for high blood pressure or for 
heart condition, isover S0 and is notused to 
regular vigorous exercise. 


Air-cleaning solution proven to be effective 


IT IS the air in our homes, 
schools, workplaces and other in- 
door environments that has the 
most severe impact on our respi- 
ratory systems. To begin with, in- 
door air is several times un- 
healthier than outdoor air, ac- 
cording to the US Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

The reason indoor air pollu- 
tion is more severe than outdoor 
pollution is that nature's most 
powerful aircicansing agens 

ave a chance to break down pol- 
lution outside. Unfortunately, our 
airtight, energy-efficient homes 


block out these natural air clean- 
ers, while trapping and recireu- 
lating airborne pollutants inside. 
Air purifiers 

As indoor air quality grows 
worse, air purifiers become more 
popular. However, most air clean- 
rs on the marker are simply inad- 
equate, and very few actually 
makea difference. 

Despite the fact that most air 
cleaners în rhe market are unable 
fo do the 
most are filter-based, itis vital to 
ave some means of removing as 


possib! 


ture does. 


ib adequately, since 


much particulate from the air as 


‘There is one air-cleaning solu- 
tion though that has proven to be 
effective. Goodsphere Air Revi- 
talizer System purifies air like no 
other product in the market to- 
day. These portable machines do 
not use filters, chalk cartridges or 
chemical additives, but instead 
purify the air the same way na- 


Goodsphere only uses botani- 
cal essences that contain antibac- or 
terial and antifungal properties 
that bind unpleasant odors and 


pollutants while purifying the air 
With active ingredients. 

‘One such essence is eucalyprus 
which has been proven to effec- 
tively prevent and ease attacks of 
asthma. 

One of the most enduring med- 
ical uses for eucalyptus--and not 
surprisingly, one of the best, sub- 
stantiated—is its power to ease 
nasal congestion and quel 


cough. 
For details, call 373-7396 1097 
3737399, e-mail good. 
sphere@izjcorp.com or visi 
wowwajcorp.com. 
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US consumer prices up 0.176 


WASHINGTON—Consumer _ prices 
barely budged in August, suggesting 
that inflation isa't currently a prob- 
lem for the economy and Federal Re- 
serve policy-makers can stick with a 
gradual approach to raising interest 
rates. 

"The governments closely watched 
inflation barometer, the Consumer 
Price Index, rose by just 0.1 percent in 
August from the previous month, the 
Labor Department reported Thursday. 

Falling prices for clothes, cars and 
airfares helped to temper rising prices 
for medical care, education and some 
food items. 

The tiny rise came after consumer 
prices dipped 0.1 percent in July. 

Excluding energy and food prices, 
which can swing widely from month 
To month, “core” pricesalso inched up 
by 0.1 percent in August for the third 
month ina row. 

That suggested that most other 
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prices are remaining well behaved, 
analysts said. 

From an economic point of view, 
the inflation picture was slightly better 
than some analysts were expecting. 

They were forecasting a 0.2 per- 
cent rise in both the overall CPI and 
for core prices. 

Aslowing in economic growth in the 
second quarter, analysts said, made it 
harder for some companies to raise 
prices and induced others to cut them, 
thus improving the inflation climate. 

As "the economy perks up, pricing 
power may reappear, but, for now, the 
outlook in the near term is benign." 
said Steve Stanley, chief economist at 
RBS Greenwich Capital. 

‘Analysts said the CPI report bodes 
well for the Fed maintaining a mea- 
sured approach to raising short-term 
interest rates. 

The Fed is widely expected next 
week to boost a key rate to 1.75 per- 
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cent, from 1.50 percent, which would 
beits third rate increase this year 

Analysts say rates are still low by 
historial standards and need to go 
up to help prevent inflation from be- 
coming a problem in the future. 

The latest picture of prices comes 
less than two months before Election. 
Day. President George W. Bush has a 
markedly more positive view than his 
Democratic rival John Kerry of how 
the economy and the nation's job 
marketare doing. 

Federal Reserve Chair Alan 
Greenspan says the economy hit a bit 
ofa rough patch in the late spring and 
summer, but now appears to be gain- 
ing ground. 

Meanwhile, new claims for unem- 
ployment benefits rose last week by a 
seasonally adjusted 16000 to 
333,000, the Labor Department said. 
The pace of layoffs, however, has 
slowed over the last year. AP 
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Opec to raise quotas 


VIENNA--Opec's decision to raise its quo- 
tas to better reflec ts real oil output has 
left the markets unmoved and looks a 
failed bid to bring down soaring prices, an- 
alysts said on Thursday. 

The Organization of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries declared here 
Wednesday that it was lifting its official 
production ceiling by one million barrels 
daily to 27 million barrels per day (mbd) 
from Nov. 1. 

“As long as the price is still high we 
would like to give the signal, a psychologi- 
cal signal, that we want the price down," 
Opec president Purnomo Yusgiantoro 


‘The move was welcomed by consumers 
asa goodwill gesture on the part of the 11- 
member cartel that pumps about 30 per- 
cent of the world's oil 

‘Opec took “the best possible decision 
given its limited room to maneuver,” said 
Claude Mandil, the director of the Interna- 
tional Energy Agency (IEA) who is attend- 


inganoilseminarat the Opec headquarters 


the cartel had taken a "purely 
psychological decision but one that shows 
that it is intent on trying keep up relatively 
high production levels not only now, but in. 
‘months to come." 

Opec had few options when it gathered. 
here for its 132nd ministerial meeting on 
Wednesday. 

Since its members are almost producing 
at full capacity the only way of sending a 
soothing message to the market was to 
bring the quotas closer to its real output. 
which was raised in July and Augustin re- 
sponse to record prices. 

Frederic Lasserre, an analyst at Soci- 
o Générale, said the game between the 
cartel and the market had become 
“something of a public relations exer- 
cise.” 

The quota hike “shows Opec’s willing- 
ness to do whatever it can to ease the price 
of ola little,” he said. AFP 
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Singapore may post 
hefty growth in '04 


SINGAPORE Singapore 


post double-digit 


growth this year, above the offi- 
ial forecast of 8-9 percent, Man- 
power Minister Ng Eng Hen said 


Friday. 


It was the first time a Cabinet 
minister has publicly said the 
economy, which has rebounded 
sharply from the impact ofthe Se- 
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) crisis last year, could 
grow ina double-digit range. 
“The good news is that Singa- 
pore's economy is recovering, 
Ng said in a speech to a telecom- 


munications union. 
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“Singapore may even register 
double-digit economic gr 
this year. More new jobs 


ime Singapore's gross 
domestic product enjoyed dou- 
ble-digit growth was in 1993 and 


GDP contracted in 1998 due to 
the Asian financial crisis and in 
2001 following a recession. 
Despite SARS, the economy 
managed to chalk up 1.1 percent 


Sony defends MGM bid 


TOKYO-Sony Corp. 
Kunitake Ando defended 
Japanese electronics and enter- 
tainment giants decision to buy 
Metro-Golówyn-Mayer Inc. as fi- 
nancially sound, but acknowl- 
edged he was relieved Time Wam- 
er dropped out ofthe bidding. 

“We had decided on a limit, 
and we were definitely not going 
to push beyond that if it went 
above that,” he told a group of re- 
porters Thursday on the sidelines 
ofa Tokyo marketing convention. 
“To be honest, we were relieved 
Time Warner withdrew first.” 

On Monday, Sony announced 
an agreement for a Sony-led con- 
sorium to buy the Hollywood 
studio in a $3 billion (euro 2.47 
billion) deal that would add more 
than 4,100 movies, including the 
James Bond series and “Rocky.” 


‘Time Warner had initially been 
seen as the front-runner to ac- 
quire MGM, but Sony raised its 
offer, setting off a bidding war 
that Time Warner concluded it 


MGM said its management will 
recommend the proposed merger 
to its board by Sept. 27. The sale is 
also subject to regulatory approval 


may 
economic 


growth in 2003. 
A median forecast of private 
economists surveyed last month 
by the Monetary Authority of Sin- 
gapore, the ciyatates central 
bank, said the economy should 
grow 84 percent this year and 
slow down to 5 percent in 2005. 

Singapore's elder statesmen 
Lee Kuan Yew has said the econo- 
my could post a sustainable annu- 
al growth rate of 4-6 percent in 
the next decade, lifted by the giant 
‘economies of China and India. 

Ng in his speech Friday urged 
workers to continue learning new 
skills to keep pace with the re- 
structuring of the economy in a 
bid to maintain its competitive. 
edge. 

“You all know that the wages of 
a factory worker in China are a 
fraction of those in Singapore,” 
hesaid. 

"We have no choice but to look 
for growth in value-added indus- 
tries, for example the biomedical 
and creative industries, in order 
to propel our economy forward.” 


wth, 
ill be 


president 
the 


‘Ando refused to give further de- 
tails until a final deal is reached. 

Analysts have questioned the 
ability of Sony to cash in on the 
movie deal to boost its core elec- 
tronics business ata time when the 
“Tokyo-based company is struggling 
to ward off cheaper rivals amid in- 
tensifying global competition in 
audio and digital products, 

Ando said the value of possess- 
ing entertainment content is 
growing because of booming 
DVD sales around the world, the 
popularity of digital movies as 
well as multi-channel cable TV in 
the United States 

"The importance of expanding 
our film business and library in 
the long term is something we 
have been thinking about for a 
long time,” he said. 

Also Thursday, Sony said it was 
beefing up marketing through the 
end of the year to grab 30 percent 
‘of the audiovisual market in Japan, 
including flat-panel TVs, digital 
cameras, portable music players, 
camcorders and other gadgets 

Last year, when Sony was criti- 
cized as having fallen behind ri- 
vals in flat-panel TVs and DVD 
recorders, it had about 25 per: 
cent of the Japanese market. AP 


inced Friday that it is issuing two 


newly designed 5-cent coins (nickels) in 2005 with anew image of 
President Thomas Jefferson on the obverse (heads side) of both 
nickels in Washington, DC. The reverse (tails side) of the first nickel 
shown here will bean American bison design that is reminiscent of 
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L Editor Aries Espinosa 
Cocopea endorses Abad 


appointment 


DR. JUANITO Acanto, president of the 
Coordinating Council of Private Edu- 
cational Associations (Cocopea), re- 
cently endorsed the appointment of 
Florencio Abad as Secretary of the De- 
partment of Education, 

CCocopea is an umbrella organiza- 
tion composed of the four major edu- 
cational associations in the Philip 
pines, accounting for some 3000 edu- 
cational institutions all over the coun- 
try with a population ofsome9 million. 
students and 100,000 teachers. These 
associations are: the Catholic Educa- 
tional Associations of the Philippines, 
the Philippine Association of Colleges 
and Universities (Pacu), the Associa- 
tion of Christian Schools, Colleges and 


private. 
ernment 
nation 


degree! 


ified for the position of education se 
retary. Acanto pointed out that Abad's 
credentials and his track record in the 


knowledge of academic matters and 
an efficient executive with technical 
expertise in various facets of business 
management. Abod holds a Masters 


he pursued as a Ford Foundation and 
Asia Foundation scholar at the John E 
Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University from 1993 to 1994, 
He also finished Bachelor of Science, 
major in Business Administration, and 
Bachelor ofLawsat the Ateneo College 


as DepEd Secretary 


‘Arts and Sciences, and as research di- 
rector of the Ateneo Center for Social 
Policy and Public Affairs. 

The Cocopea president likewise 
pointed out that Abad's executive ca- 
pabilities that were honed over a peri- 
od of 18 years or three terms as the 
elected Representative of the lone dis- 
trict of Batanes Islands will serve him 
in good stead in managing the opera- 
tions of DepEd, the country’s largest 
bureaucracy consisting of over 
600,000 teachers, officials and rank- 
and-fle personnel. 

Acanto said that by and large, Abad 
would bring to his job a fine record of 
competence and integrity, coupled 
with the brilliance of a legal mind that 


education sector and in gov- 
it have made him a rare combi- 
of a scholarwith hands-on 


in Public Administration, which 
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AB FOOD! 
Associated British Food and Beverages Philippines 
Inc (AB Foods) recently formalized an agreement 
with Scan Products Holding Co, Lt to distribute Oval- 
tingin the Republic of Sri Lanka. Signing the agree- 
mentare (seated, from let: Vivek Chandra, presi- 
dent and GEO of AB Foods; WT. Ellawala chair of the 


S NOW EXPORTS OVALTINE TO SRI LANKA 


ma 


ager of Scan Products; and Marivic Mabuti, finance 
director of AB Foods. Witnessing the event are kay 
members of the AB Foods and Beverages Phils inc 
management team: Regina Pineda, marketing man- 


ager; Nestor Nuguid, operations director, Avelina. 
CChiguilo, purchasing and export director; and Celso 


Universities (Acseu), and the Philip- of avg thelatterasa Presidents Schol- could empower him to infuse new oad of Scan Products; Nha Perera, general man- Avena, materials planning and logistics director. 
pine Association of Private Schools, arfrom 1980 to 1985. ideas and fresh insights into the educa- 5 
Colleges and Universities Papscu). Acanto cited Abad'sexperenceasa tional system, thus effecting urgently CC FMüferey REWARDS OF A MONTEREY FRANCHISE 
‘According to Acanto, the Cocopea lecturer at the Ateneo School of Gov. needed reforms and making a differ- BURR i products | Entepreneuraltypes who tende the Phiippine mera: 
administrators of member schools are ernment, the Ateneo Graduate School ence in the staid world of the zo "7 arcnow j| Be apo 2004 a Pipina- hose inter ara 
convinced that Abad iseminentlyqual- of Business and the Ateneo College of academe. ML available | franchise conference and expo, recognized the strong prot 
3 Fc “Satine” | potenta offrancrising a Monterey Neighborhood Meatshop. 

The county leading meat retailer, Monterey Foods Cop, 

oduciFILES A miya predam shared er onors ot Tade 


Center. Monterey has introduced many innovations in meat- 
retailing and recent inaugurated its first modem meatshop- 
convenience store in Marcelo Green Vilage, Parañiaque Cily- 
Existing Monterey Neighborhood Meatshops and new tran- 


AGENT LOCATION IN GREECE 
Western Union Financial Services Inc, presl- 
dent Christina Gold (second from left is joined 
by Olympic medal winners Hrysoplyi Devetzi 
(lett) and Ilias ladis (second from right) at the 
ribbon cutting of the 200,000th Western Union 
agent location in Athens, Greece. Christopher 
C. Varvias (fat right), who operates nearly 600 
locations throughout Greece, helps to celebrate 
this significant business mil 


VAN DER HORST NAMES INSURER, 
Van Der Horst Technologies Phils inc, a multina- 
tional company providing engineering services, 
appoints AsianL fe and General Assurance Corp. 
(AslanLife & General), as its insurer in providing. 
lie insurance benefits for its executives and em- 
ployees and Goluaco del Rosario & Associates 
(GRAY as its insurance consultant. In photo are 


MUNTINLUPA LIONS CLU! 

Photo shows the turnover ceremony held at the 
residence of Incoming president of Muntinlupa 
Lons Club 2004-2005 Lion Leonora 'Norie Suva 
last July 10, With her Is incoming secretary Lion 


New color 
print film 


launched 
PHOTOLINE, one of 
the leading 
providers of quality 
photo services, has 
introduced its own 
professional quality 
color print flm in 
the market. Available in 24 and 36 exposures, the Photolin film is 
enjoying wide acceptance from both amateur and professional pho- 
tographers due to its superior color quality and reasonable rice. 
Aside from the color print films, Photoline also recently launched its 
own brand of picture frames and photo albums. Photoline's services 
Tange from one-hour developing and studio shots to the latest digi- 
tal cameras and accessories. This year, Photoline plans to open 
more branches to better serv ts growing clientele who want quality 
products and services at everyday low prices. 
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POLARWM 
SERIES LAUNCH 
Polar recently launched. 
its Weight Management 
Series through an event 
dubbed "The Polar 
Weight Management 
Challenge held at 
Gold's Gym Galleria. 
The new Polar Weight 
Management Series is 
the latest innovative 
product from Polarot ` 

Finland, which is designed to cover both nutrition 
and exercise habits of users, giving them personal 
recommendations for daily calorie intake and 
‘weekly exercise. At the launch were Polar product 
supervisor Marne Escotido (2nd from left) and 
Gold's Gym Galleria spinning class instructor 


chisees are expected to adapt to the new look. 


David Chua (2nd from right) with the winners of 
the challenge. The new Polar Weight Management 
Series, exclusively distributed in the Philippines by 
Sports Resources Inc is now available at Toby's 
Sports and Hobbies, The Fitness Shop, and Gold's 
Gym Body Shop. For inquiries, cali 671-1565. 


CONSULTANT 
(from lett) GRA vice president Precie Banes, 
AsianLife & General EVP Bobby Alfonso, AsianLite 
'& General president and CEO Eulogio Mendoza, 
Van Der Horst general manager John Ferrier, GRA 
Tet EVP and COO Arthur Panganiban, Van Dar 


Horst finance and admin manager Mely Bilolo, and 


Van Der Horst HR manager Russel Gabanes, 


R CEREMONY 


Belinda Domingo and incoming treasurer Lion Er- 


linda Deocales, outgoing president Lion Valeta 
Reyes, Lion Rose Mendoza and outgoing secre: 
tary Aldam Galser. 
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Photo 


seminar 
LEARN tho basics of con- 


‘seminar package in three ful-days 
{or tree consecutive weeks. Seminar venues and 
schedules: 1) Paseo Center (1st Floor) Paseo de 
Roxas Avenue, Makati City - Sept. 18, Sept. 25, Oct. 
2/9am.to5p.m;2) Cyber Mall Eastwood City, 
Libis, Quezon City - Sept. 19, Sept. 26, Ot. 3,/9 
‘am. to 5 p.m. For inquiries, call Enelyn at 687-6770 
1074, 687-5070 or Irma at 718- 1536/724-2131 


New Balance Badminton Cup 
ON Oct 16 and 17, ali roads lad to Ciub 650 Bad- 
minton Center in Libis, Quezon Ciy for badminton 
‘enthusiasts, to vie for the coveted award for the first 
"Ns For Fi New Blanca Badminton Challenge.” 
Participants wit undergo pre-event games on 
Sept 18, 19, 23 and Ont. 2 at Club 650 to determine 
the level of each participating pair. The two-day 
event wii be capped off by a 20 percent otf on all 
New Balance products at Planet sports Rockwall, 
New Balance Glorietta and Festival Mall from Sept. 
unti the day of the tournament. For inquies, cal 
10-4309; 0917-7961345 or 0917-841-9835. 


Women's Lifestyle Exhibit 

IN TRIBUTE to the Filipino woman’ femininity and 
in support to Filipino women's advocacy, Diere 
Exhibits is presenting "Al About Her, A Women's 
Lifestyle Exhibtion and Bazar" on Sept. 18 t0 19 
at The Forum, PICC, CCP Complex, Pasay Ciy. The 
vent wil feature product launches, presentations 
and information dissemination about women's is- 
Sues, home life and wellness. For more detalls, call 
Phitrade Exhibits at 825-0804/825-3482. 


Largest human rainbow 

THE POLYTECHNIC University of the Philippines 
(PUP) ushers its centennial year with a pch to 
beat the Guinness world record for the largest hu- 
man rainbow set by the Hongkong Polytechnic 
University on October 2002. Today, a myriad of 


BMW 3 Series at 0% 


interest up to 4 years 


BMW Philippines recently introduced the strongest 
financial customer incentiva In the luxury car seg- 
‘ment with its latest easy ownership plans. For only 
25 percent downpayment, customers can drive 
homoa brand new 3 Series and enjoy iterest free 
payments for up to 4 years on the 318 M Sport, 
1925 Executive, and 325 M Sport variants. O percent 
interest plans for the 316, 318 Edition, and 318 Ex- 
‘ecutive models can also be stretched upto 3 years 
(0n 25 percent downpayment, giving BMW own- 
'ers tha freedom to choose the 3 Seres variant and 
financing package that best suts them. Furthor- 
more, Customers can avall d BMW free 5 yaar 
Service Inclusive offer and stl benefit from interest 
ree payments from 2 to 3 years, depending on tha 
3 Series vartant of thelr choice. Customers can also 


benefit rom other easy purchase options, such 
rade packages and preferential cash deals, 
avaliable at all authorized BMW dealers. And with 
BMW's Innovative 24-hour test drive ofer, potential 
buyers can drive home a BMW 3 Series for a full 
day, to experience the pleasure of owning a BMW. 


students, alumni faculty and statt will come to- 
(gether at the Luneta Grandstand and arrange 
themselves in to the spectral colors of the rainbow. 


Training program in Sped 
LINK Center for the Dea, together with DepEd-NOR 
started tha first of a series o seminars in Special 
Education last July 24 at the Occupational Safety 
and Health Canter in Agham Road, OC. The 2nd 
and 3rd part wil be on Sept. 18 and Oct. 8, focus- 
ing on management o eariy Intervention programs 
and integrative approach to Sped. For Inquiries, cal 
Link Centor at 426-0382 or 0920-5574831. 


The Silva Method 

EFFECTIVE usa of ona mind to manage change and 
achieve success is what the worid-renowned Siva 
Method Program offers on Sapt. 18 and 25 at the 
Hotel intecon Makati. re etr reviow of course- 
work worldwide and make your own "miracles Text 
0820-8332507 or call 889-8582 to reserve. 


D 


` 4 


is Insured under the the credit group 
lite (CGL) plan. In photo during the 
‘awarding of the benefi check are 
(from eft Zenaida Teves, presi- 
denVGM of Rural Bank of Sta. Catali 
na; Fedelisa Cadungog, wie of the 
"late Pablo Cadungog; Nilda Bustillo, 
CBLIC CGL representative; and Rhea 
Bonita Cadungog, youngest daugh- 
ter of the deceased insured. 


Country Bankers once again mani- 
fested its total and continuing com- 
mitment of providing reliable service 
toits long-time business partner in 
the countryside - the Rural Bankers. 
Just recently, it paid claim benefits 
amounting to P408,270.99 to beni 
caries of the late Pablo Cadungog, a 
farmer-borrower of Rural Bank of 
Sta. Catalina in Negros Oriental who 


SANDARA ENDORSES FRES CANDY 

Sandara Park ls now the official en- ers of Fres Mouth Perfume Candies. 
dorsor ot Fres Honey Lemon Mouth Shown are (from lett): Jerry Telan, 
Perfume Candy. Sheis currently do- talent manager of the ABS-CBN Ta 
Inga series of TV commercials for ent Genter, Sandara and Rico Roa, 
the product which is tha newest president of Brandworks, advartis- 
candy variant of Inbisco Phils, mak- ing agency of Inbisco Phils. 


Shopwise’ Family Fashionista ‘04 search : 
THIS year, Shopwise ts looking for the most fashionable Individuals to ie for "` 
th Farilya Fashionista 2004, where winners can win up to P300,000. Thara 
wil e five catagories: Daddy Groovy, Mama Bongga, Bro Daclos, Sassy Ss 
"nd Cool Kiddo. Winners in al categories wl receive P50,000 each plusa 
one-year modeling contract with Shopwiso. To join. al interested patos must 
frst maka a minimum purchase requirement of PSOO worth of any fashion 
items atany Shapusa branch. Purchases must be mada trom Sep 1109 
‘only. To register for th contest, simply present th recaps together with ona 
$57 ful-color body shot, one x0 full-color head shot and a shot essay on 
Why you should be selectat tha Familya Fashionista for 2004. Essays may be 
uten Engish or Tagalog. Deadline for al ents is on Sept. 19. í 
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“Asiana to get more | Banks’ NPL ratio rising 
: flights to Clark | syowsc.omse NEN ; 


, ML piowent up 1o 6S4 per SE Two more 
: gd t THE COUNTRYS commercial centin July from 16:41 percentin percent to P73.51 bilion: 
By Clarissa S. Batino fe ine a week A regular | Danis posed a higher ratio oF dune. However this was beter" The ims eege power T| A n f 
KOREAN carter Asana Ales ZWEE | non-performing loans to total than the 17.97 percent ratio in assets —which represent the NPLS p p S 
willbe given additional fights to ties Board. loans for the second straight thesame period a year ago. and the Ropoas—slightly rose to 
SNE Talo fies seven times a | Pe. Asofendsehtheseerstoa) 1232 renton D'Zeen O be sold 
EE = seven times a | TE Sentral ng Pilip- real and other properties owned las mont. 
yo adminavaton’s efor to. week to Manila and mounts | iae yesterday pared tat the and acquired Rope) amoumted -T the meantime, the NPA COW: cs power senor Asis and 
v calles certs Of the 17 fights a week NPLs of eee Cd to Para aba a against erage Geeks the Liabilities Naan Có 
“Transport Secretary Leandro granted by the government to | Sial banks by the end of July rose gross assets of P9.64 villion amount of loan reegt? We, bid cu two Can. 
Mendoza said the government Korean carvers, Asiana ac. | to 13.92 percent of tou loans Tro of Repos to gs a EE National Power Corp. hydroelec- 
Would soon hold talks with the counted for eight fights while | fom 1377 percent as of end. sets barely changed to 5.7 per 32.44 percentfrom 32.56percent i plants mona he 1.2 
Koran government ao. im. Moyen Altgor ane June. In May, thebanks NPLratio cent from 5.68 percent a month last month. BC Hin aa nak 
prove the Phlppinekorea sir Asiana sid twas expecting | to total loans was placed at ago Thi was because therateof The NP coverage ratio sted ZEIT the 400-kilowatt 
service agreement. A favorable a 14-percent increase in tourist rod — og a S s BURA oen P Cawayan plant in Bicol 
agreement would call for more arrivals from South Korea this | _ But the BSP noted that the pacedthereductioninRopoas , 5846pereentinJune. eng pear MM 
agreement would cal or more arias fom South Korea | end July level sll reflected an redigansasaretoof The BSP expects the secrors PSALM vice president for asst 
jad Karen. 350,000 in 2003. improvement of 1.46 percentage total loans also went down by NPL ratio to improve significantly aping ead n E 
"We pian to give the Korean Asiana regional manager | Points from the 15.38 percent a 0.13 percentage points to 758 as Danks take aggressive mea- eene Rab M E 
government additional frequency Hyun Il Kim said the Korean | Y*2r28* " Aa the deadline for the Special. terday that the Loboc plant 
entitlements. We expect that they carrier was planning to in- “The slight increase in this manth, us the restructured loans meet the deadline for the Special. od taon Ad oft Sa Seve 
tulalsogiveusaddkional ene. crease its Eights to the Philip. | montis NPL ratio was mainly fellby2.7 percent Purpose Asset Vehicle law. MM Ge Sa ep 
ments," said the transport chief. pines by the fourth quarter to due to the 1.2 percent contrac- Of the total restructured loans, ‘The SPV Law intends to help Ko pl 
‘Asiana currently mounts on maintain a 25-percent share in| tion in lending that outpaced the the share of non-performing banks get rid of their non-per- Teen (aes # Focal 
Ames Ze | Qo percent of PASOmilion de. loans rose by 434 percent to. forming assets by gingthemax eve versa mir fed 
cline inNPLs," the BSP reported. 54.53 percent, from 50.19 per- breaks. ae ng igi Hee Se E 
rest m aequiring the Loboc 
minihydro plant, he said. 


1 The Cawayan minihydro 
Masinloc plant bidding terms remain, says PSALM E 
tioned off to four potential in- 

By Abigail L. Ho valuation and disposal Froilan form consortia, he said, would be fired plant as it will give Fil Like the Manila Hotel, the go. vestors, all local firms, 
Tampinco said the provision given ample time to conduct due bidders a chance to match the ernment official said the Masin- The Sept. 30 bidding for the 
DESPITE stiff opposition from a would stay but PSALM was con- diligence of the property with est bid froma foreign firm. loc plant had to be classified as Cawayan plant would already be 
number of foreign investors, the sidering some modifications in their potential partners. TF the local firm is able to match part of national patrimony to jus.” the second for the generation fa- 
Power Sector Assets and Liabilities the bidding terms. Because of this, he said the the foreign entity's bid, the asset tify the provision. cility as the original auction was 

Management Corp. (PSALM) will PSALM's proposed modifica- Oct. 27 bidding schedule for the willbeawardedtotheFilipinofirm.  “TheSupremeCourthasahabit declared a failure, 

retain the “tight to match" provision tion, he said, would give prospec- Masinloc plant might be pushed A government source earlier re- of throwing monkey wrenches in- — Tampincosaid the bidding was 
in the bidding terms for the 620- tive foreign bidders for the Masin- back. vealed that A could not take tothings. The government justhas declared a failure because all 
megawatt (MW) Masinloc coal. loc plant more flexibility in form- Foreign bidders are question- that provision out of the bidding to make sure that the results (of bids fell short of PSALM esti- 
fired power plant in Zambales, ing consortia with local members. ing the right to match pro terms as doing so could result in. the bidding) are beyond any legal mated floor price for the Napocor 
PSALM vice president for asset Prospective bidders that will in the bidding terms for the coal- negativerepercussions inthe future. question,” the source said. generation asset. Abigail L, Ho 


For your out-of- 


warranty Toyota, ` 
where would í 
you bring your car? 


| Out-of-warranty Toyota vehicles deserve nothing less than the best care and treatment they can get—Thunder Service. They have Toyota-trained 
| technicians to guarantee expert and specialized attention, and Advantex—affordable replacement parts for your Toyota. Plus, they have a comprehensive 
i and affordable service menu and packages to choose from. Truly, the best service for your Toyota can come only from Thunder Service. 
i Z 


J mm CETT 
i Advantex a For a worry-free service for your Banag Cie 3. 


p 


ect bes RS e out-of-warranty Toyota vehicle, 
g. @ E E trust only Thunder service. 


Ze 


COMMENDABLE SER VALUE 


Thunder Service Outlets: C cux 
TTOYOTA Alabang » TOYOTA Baguio « TOYOTA Balintawak » TOYOTA Balintawak-Novth « TOYOTA Batangas City“ TOYOTA Cabanatuan » TOYOTA Cagayan de Oro" 
TOYOTA Cebu-Mandaue » TOYOTA Commonwealth « TOYOTA Cubao « TOYOTA Dagupan ` TOYOTA Dasmariñas « TOYOTA lilo « TOYOTA Manila Bay D : 
TOYOTA Marikina TOYOTA Otis « TOYOTA Pasong Tamo « TOYOTA Quezon Avenue « TOYOTA Shaw“ TOYOTA Shaw-Ortigas B i TOYOTA ; 
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It's not just a credis Card 

1 i KH 
4 
4- 3 


It's using your Citibank Rewards Points 
to shop at Marks 8 Spencer. 


Your Citibank Credit Card makes shopping at Marks & Spencer 
even better! As a Citibank Gold or Platinum Credit Cardholder, you 
can now use your Citibank Rewards Points to purchase any item 
at Marks 8 Spencer. Just have your Credit Card swiped at the 
Citibank Rewards Terminal in payment counters to check the peso 
value of your Citibank Rewards Points, and use this to instantly 
redeem items of your choice.” 


For inquiries, call 995-9999. To apply for a Citibank Credit Card, 
call 423-3000 or log on to www.citibank.com.ph. 


SPENCER citibank 
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The jologs in me 


By Bianca Valerio 


hoever said that a Brazil- 
ian wax has to be the 
most liberating experi- 


nce has obviously never been a 

Tad Jock!” 

‘An avenue for the gift of gab, giving one the 
license be a professional goofball with the use of 
charming mockery and conjured humorous lin- 
o, "Tad Jocking” has defintely got to be the 
most “In-Your-Face-Having-A-Blast” job there is. 

The first-ever news gag show, Studio 23's 
“Wazzup! Wazzup!” is officially on its third 
season. 

. Currently the show's fashion and events 
correspondent, a.k.a. "Reynang Rampadora" 
for the “Anywear! Anywhere!” segment, I get 
to cover events that deal with my chosen pro- 
fession but even better: I get to mock them! 

Afer being overdosed with fashion 
philosophies and over-analyzing the essence 
of a tweed jacket for years, please, there's just 
really so much you can say about a darn jack- 
etl My character, however trying to surpass 
Joan Rivers fashion expertise just basically 
tums out to be Carrot Top shelving out oxy- 
‘morons, all for the so-called love of fashion. 


Wazzup, showbiz? 

Although I'm loving my role now, it wasn't 
always this way... 

However hard to believe, it's so ironic that 
my route to deeper self-discovery was direct- 
ed towards the indisputably cynical world of 
“show biz: an industry where everything is a 
frontage of fabricat- 
ed characters to be 
consumed by TV 
Yiewers in constant 
need of eye candy. 
S:l had made a 

Solemn vow to myself 
“from a young age 
that show biz would 
be my very last career 
option. Yer in a gal- 
lant effort to expand 
my horizons in the 
field of entertain- 
ment, Late my words 
with'a hosting stint 
that drained all my 
: so-called pride. 


Not-so-fair 
weathered 

Fate sure had a 
way of bringing it on 
when I first landed 
the part of Weather 
Girl “Luzy” (for Lu. 
zon) on “Wazzup!” 
Along with two other 
characters, Vizy, 
played by Jaja Gon- 
zales and Mindy, 
played by Carla 
Humphries, our char- 
acters reported 
weather that made 
absolutely no sense 
while dressed in dis- 
dainfully ill-fitting 
and, at times, 
provocative — cos- 
fumes to avoid look- 
ing mundane. 

"We portrayed ev- 
ery conceivable char- 
acter there was in 
pop culture from 
Madonna in the '805 
to a manananggal. 
Lest we forget the 
matching choreogra- 
phy that defied al 
mantras of self-digni- 
ty was the piece de 
résistance of our seg- 
mens. 
imagined it to be 
the jobof my dreams. 
Tt sure was... of my 
nightmares! It was 
more of a punch in 
the face than the 
punch line I was 
counting on. Here I 
was at the prime of 
my modeling career 
donning every imag- 
inable — glamorous 
look there was on 
Vogue and hosting 
hip, social events one 
night.. 

‘And then, there I 
was with a gigantic 
floral head dress, 
squeezing my cheeks 
together depicting an 
overly pusinfesed | 
zit desperately trying. 
to pop itself, shacked |! 
up in neon green 
spandex (the gravest 
sin the name of fash- 
ion), dancing and 
singing to the Viva 
Hot Babes’ "Bulak : 
lak'onprimetimet — | 


dme meme ene 


From fame to 
shame 

` My supposed 15 jf 
minutes of fame had 3 
blatantly turned out É 
to be 30 Minutes of 
Shame seven days a 


week for three months. 

1 had two words to describe my career: 
Schizophrenic and Ironic. 

1 was consumed with so much self-doubt 
that quitting at that time was the best and on- 
ly option. With the cast and crew unaware, I 
cried in the dressing room nearly every single 
day, Jaja and Carla unconditionally shared 
their heartfelt support and "Ive been there 
when started show biz” stories, which slowly 
but surely put me at ease. 

How I saw it was that, playing Luzy's role 
was an indirect way of confirming, “Yes, Iam 
a model and I am dumb—so dumb this is the 
only role I can pl 

All my friends in the modeling industry be- 
lieved I was having the time of my life with 
my new job but only my family and manager, 
Keren Pascual, knew what was really going on 
in my head. However, three things made ev- 
erything change. First, my dad said, “There 
are many things that are beyond your control 
but the one thing that you can control is your 
attitude." 


My alter ego 

Which led me to the second: Perception. 1 
realized everything in life is a choice. If life 
decides to throw you a fastball, its not about 
hitting home; its about how you covered all 
the bases. 

Walking away would've been the easiest, 
sure-fire, risk-free and cowardly way of han- 
dling the situation but in choosing to see it as 
anew cross had to carry in order to grow, ina 
literal flash, my so-called daunting problems 
drifted right past me! 


GIFT 


T Beauty! 


Á Includes: Blanc “Expert purifying Foam 30ml. 
Blanc Expert. Hydrating Milk 15ml. + Blanc : Expert Eye Treatment Sml 


Offer valid September 16 - 30, 2004. 
Limited to one gift per customer while supplies last. 
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Bianca 
Valerio as her 
true self 


Pentel. 


Mr Hybrid roller 


events that 


deal with my 


chosen 


profession 


but even 


better: | get 


to mock 


them! 


As the cast became closer to one another 
and 1 had been reassigned to be a field re- 
porter, things started to look up. It was then I 
started to connect with another side of myself 
1 never knew actually existed! It was the 
Jologs in me, a.k.a. my alter ego. It made me 
see and love mysclfina whole new, enlighten- 
ing way. 

So much so, I remain the old me but you 
might say, repackaged and intensified. 
Just when I found the joy in being shallow, 
was also when I found myself. 1 had 


POON NE PRONA 
learned to let go and let God. 

Lastly, as Keren is known for his sporadic. 
wittiness, what he told me was the clincher to 
seal the deal: “Pretend na lang you're Ashton 
Kutcher of That 70's Show!" He's not really 
stupid in real life but look where he is now! 
He's so cute pa, di ba?!” And that my friends, 
was the impeccable cocktail, splashed with a 
dose of sarcasm and a slice of encourage- 
ment, that needed! 

Now let's see if I can nab a Demi of my 
own. 
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Wazzup! I'm... Drew Arellano, Wazzup's resident. 
ng Kagwapuhan. 

My spociat talents are 
hidden. 

When I'm atone, Iove touching... my PDA and cellphone. 

The cartoon character that resemble the most is... Super- 
man. Well at least try to. 

When grow up, Iwant to be... like my dad. 

‘The craziest hing I've ever done for attention was.. 
down my pants and underwear at a convenience store. 
‘daydream about... my girlfriend. 


Sandigan 


one, if ever there are any, 


resin 


to pul 


AN 


SE 


Wazzup! I'm... Jaja Bolivar a.k a "Kikiam Defensor”. Wazzup's 
residømt... special delivery news reporter. 

My spaciai talants ars... hosting. singing. acting. impersonat- 
ing, gumawa ng notary public, tumulay sa miswa, umiwas sa 
patak ng ulan. 

When I'm alone, Hove touching... my curly hair. 
The cartoon charactor that | resemble the mostis.. 
breed of Pocahontas and the senator. Hahaha tragic! 
When grow up, 1 want to be... respected. 

The craziest thing I've ever done for attention was... to distort 
‘myself into what am now... Kikiam. 

| daydream about... nightmares. 


Vm across 


nc] 


Wazzup! I'm... 
tigative banana. 


. mang-asar ng politiko 
..my banana mic. (micro- 


‘The cartoon character that | resemble the mastis... Streetfrogs 
and Care Bears. 

Whon | grow up, Iwant to be... a Glngeneer. 

The crazlest thing I've ever dono for attention was. 
outa joka in front of the VIP In a presscon. 

I daydream about... Amanda Grifin and Pokwang. 


blusting 


Wazzup I'm... Charles Lejano. 

When I'm alone, l love touching... my eyebrows. 
‘The cartoon character that | resemble the most is... Bert. 
When I grow up, I want o be... as rich as humanly possible. 
The craziest thing I've ever done for attention was 

talent show in third grade. 


Wazzup! I'm... Toni Gonzaga , Wazzup's resident... news diva. 
My special talents ara... can twist my tongue upside down, 

When I'm alone, | lave touching... my doggy. 

The cartoon character that | resemble the most is... Sleeping 
Beauty. 

When | grow up, Iwantto be... myself. 

The craziest thing I've ever done for attention wa 


Tdayáream abo 


Photos by Steve Tirona 


IFTING a page off “Saturday 
pie Live” with its sassy 
skits, “Wazzup! Wazzup!” is 
the hip, post-millenial version of 
ap comedy TV shows like 
“TODAS.” and "Sic O' Clock 


X we are putting the show in a 
box--far from it. Portraying characters who 
Jump out of the boob tube faster d 

say, “Reklamador” (one of its hit segments), 
the “Wazzup!” cast is a young, talented and 
sually striking (it is television, after all) Bunch, 


to sleep and dreaming 


| daydream about. 


cach one out to make a stamp in today's funny 
business of show business. 

Vhong Navarro has a couple of movies un- 
der his belt. He has played the title roles in 
"Mr. Suave" and “Gagamboys.” Archie Ale- 

nya is doing five shows simultaneously on 
-CEN alongside “Wazzup!” Bianca Gon- 


dent... E-pal 
My special talents: 
‘morphing into anyb 
When I'm alone, | love touching. 


y you want me to be. 
butt! 


Brite. 
"When ! grow up, !want tobe... Oprah Winfrey. 
The crazies! thing l 
Super wacky outfit complete with a headdress. 
{daydream about... ite 


Wazzup! Fm... Mitch a ka “Lookah" Hernandez. Wazzup's resi- 


singing, dancing, doing sexy acts. 


The cartoon character hal I resemble the most is... Rainbow 


‘ever done for attention was... go cut ina 


Tekken. 


‘an upcoming far. 
I daydream about. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


When! prow up, 1 want to be 
The craziost thing I've ever 


- be mysel. 


my dreams. 


oncillo and Karen Davila. 

Their backgrounds range from high fashion 
(Bianca Valerio isa top model) to college the- 
ater (Jaja Bolivar, who plays Kikiam—a Sen. 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago caricature—was 
discovered while doing the University of the. 
Philippines" “Live Aids"). The other cast mem- 
bers were discovered via commercials Toni 
Gonzaga from Sprite, Drew Arellano from 
Sunsilk and Charles Lejano from Rexona. 

Some were plucked out of the station's own 
backyard. Mitch Hernandez (who playsa char 
acter inspired by our very own Sea Princess 
Tessa) double-times as segment producer, 
while Bianca Gonzales used to work as part of 
network bigwig Enrico Santos creative staff. 


Wazzupl I'm... Wallace, Wazzup's resid 
My special talents aro. 

When I'm alone, Hove touching. 
The cartoon character that 1 


Tm macho but can speak gay lingo. 
my goatee, 

mbia the most is... Eddie of 

in MVP in the NBA. 


o for attention was... announce 


having a yacht. 


Ed, 


AAA AAA, 


Wazzupl Im... Vhong MENT 


Navaro, Warp 2 | A Thefun is in the finds 
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My special talents osiscio Global Cay 
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Customer SERVICE HoTUNE: 729-7777 


EXORCIST THE BEGINNING 


GO 


MINDHUNTERS 


THE TERMINAL 


while wearing lingerie DobsEBALL 
and Chuck Taylors. 
daydream abot 3 THE NoTesook 
world peace, stopping 

war and stopping 
pany. 


AAAA AALA EA AAAA A 


events! events! 


HALO-HALO! BACK TO BACK 
ENTERTAINMENT FINDS! 


Sept 16 Sept 17 Sept 18 Sept 19 
Thus, 630pm Friday 600pm Saturday, 4:30pm Sunday, 5:00pm 
Fireworks Display Jimmy Bondoc Rogine Velasquez Piolo Pascual 

CerkalPiaza and Barbie's Cradle and Metier and Jay-R 
Act Center Aciviy Contor Naty Center 


OOV V Y EYYE 


4 
< Developed and managed by Ayala Land, Ine. Another retail innovalion. 
< 


AY 


E-wvvvvvwvvvvvvvvvvyvvvvvyv 


the wild 


and wacky 


cast : "Zë can now be enjoyed in 
.six,:new,restaurants. 


of local 


le shoot with quirky eye for a straight guy e 
irapher Steve Tirona inside Club V ar the V's 
Long strip proved to be a disco trip filed 

sequined dresses, ukay-ukay finds and 

[ed images (as you can see on this page). 

a field where toilet humor and medi- 

| e, “Wazzup? Wazzup!” suives io be 

rent and present a pun:ny, pop-politica i 
‘on Pinoy gloss. satire 
icome the new batch of young Pinoys 

re redefining the way we laugh 


Gees 


touching. 
that rasomi 


von | grdw up, | want to bo... ike Elie Woods, Ban sucia ei, 
o crazies thing I've ever done or attention was... join Waz- || 


b. - 
laydream abaut... Vhong in my jazzed up acid-washed jeans. 
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WATCH THEM PLAY. HEM RESULTS NG AKNG 
CHINA SIT 


You HAD APRETTY W YEAH. Loocs "16 (/ 1 LOST FOURTEEN (UMAMAN AKO NANG PANGUNAHINGN 7” per op 
SOOO ROUND OUT, || UKEIBERT, Goce BALLS AND c0 PA YUMAMAN Ako NG deren ^ PNG BaRa 
| THERE TODAY, BERNIE NOD BY TWO! LOST SIXTEEN NG PISHBOL UNIBER- ES 'PISABOL, KÉ, 
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NOT READING, 
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., Horoscope 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE is 
SE 


KEE ` Vin 
solver. You need harmony and beauty in your if; therefore; you make every effort to avoid stress. (You do not 

iolrae fools kindy.) The year ahead s pleasant more social and favorable for marriages 
Birthdate of: Jada Pinkett-Smith, actress; James Gandolfini, actor; Greta Garbo, actress/fim icon. 


ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
(3 ‘April 19): This is a very June 20): Any kind of 22): You're sensible 
productive day at work, activity at home or with money today. 
3y all means, undertake within the family will be. Whatever you buy will 
Jobs that require atten- productive today. You be something that lasts 
tion to detail. You have the steady can geta lof done! That's because along time and no doubt has a 
patience and follow-through nec- reality and practicality are your” Practical use, Long-term invest- 
essary to do the job right. prime concerns now. ments also appeal to you now. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): You have a VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
great amount of pa- E sent. 22): You're wil- 
tience and diligence to- SB oto g2t along with 


day. Because of this, less today. Self-denial 

you're wiling to make sacrifices turn your attention to jobs that re- — isnot difficult. You have an easy 

today for tomorrow's profits. guira these qualities, Bont waste senseoldisciinein whatever you 
time on fun and frivolity do. 
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You're ready for action because 
you're prepared to walk your talk.  LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
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By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


tinguish from one another, due mostly 

to the fact that they all sing ultra-sappy 
iyrics, move with over-emotive hand gestures 
and sport cloying stares perpetually fixed at 
the camera, 

‘These purveyors of pop pleasure (or pain) 
have unquestionably won over (or vexed) 
music fans from all over the planet in their 
many incarnations in recent years. 

One of them, North, is a conundrum born 
in the land of vegemite, kangaroos and 
"Home and Away,” declaring that they wish to 
break the mold, even if only slightly. 

"They were two hours late for the interview 
at Greenbelt 3's Red Box karaoke, but that's 
understandable. They had to go through 
Metro Manila's dreaded Friday afternoon 
traffic, after all. Still, the Aussie quartet com- 
prised of Alf, Beau, Thanh and Scott, whose 
self-titled debut effort was recently released 

ically answered queries 


I ET'S face it. Boy bands are hard to dis- 


Like other all-male 
vocal groups, North 
has one minority 
member as mnemon- 
ic device. Boyzone 
had the openly ga 
cone; 98 Degrees has 
ihe un-studly one, 
and Blue has the 

black guy 
North has th 
‘Asian, Thanh, who's 
of Vietnamese de 
scent. This, and their 
rotated 


Love,” are perhaps 
the only two things 
that people know 
about them so far. 
“Thats partly because 
the foursome has yer 
to release their 13- 
‘track album in their 
native Australia 
“Bands from Aus- 
‘tralia are. mostly 
rockfocused be 
cause of the culture,” 
s Alf, lyricist and 
producer. “We kno 
Asia embraces pop 
music, so it just 
` makes sense to re- 
lease here first.” 
Group choreogra- 
pher Beau, a former 
choreographer, adds, 
“Based on logistics 
alone, it makes per- 
fect business sens 
So we go home and 
were just four boys 
back at home. Its 
cool, because we can 
still have peace and 
quiet.” 
So why of all 


generic "North," 
ter two years of de- 
liberating? 

The name means 
‘going up," claims 
professional — voice 
coach Thanh, “Ies a 
very positive word. 
les what were all 
about. Were always 
improving — our. 
selves.” The group 
actually considered 
putting their initials 
together, But 

didn't 

quite ring right. 

They claim that 
their singles are fast 
chart-toppers in 
Thailand and In- 
donesia, and that 
they owe this to their 
distinct sound and 
rapport. 
“To give an idea of 
how North sounds, 
they performed har- 
monious a cappella 
snippets of "Glory of 
Love" and "Am I Your 
Only Man" Between 
questions. Alf also 
took the opportunity 
to play the aboriginal 
wind instrument 
didgeridoo, which the 
siroup hopes to inte. 
grate into its next 
batch of. composi- 
tions. 


Creative freedom 

personal trainer Scott appreciates the 
creative independence North is currently en 
Joying: "We manufactured ourselves. Alot of 
Pop acts have a strong creative team behind 
them. We are that creative team [ourselves]. 
We write, produce, style, choreograph, de- 
sign our CD cover—everything from A to 
ed, really" 

Beau notes that the boy band concept has 
evolved, and that North hopes changing 
tastes and attitudes will work in their favor, 

“That's something we've always been wary 
ofthe timing,” he says. “One year, boy bands 
are cool, the next, they sort of fade out. We're 
not a traditional boy band; the big difference 
is, we do things ourselves. We hope everyone 

ows and appreciates that. 

‘Will North be a springboard for eventual 
solo projects, then? Scott looks at the possi- 
bilities realistically. “I think it would be silly 
to say that we wouldn't want to continue in- 
dividual careers in music, and this is proba- 
blya great launch pad. But one day, one mo- 
ment, one year ata time. Well see where it 

We're four buddies that get along 


This boy 
band isa 
conundrum 
born in the 
land of 
vegemite, 
kangaroos 
and ‘Home 
and Away” 


SMELLS LIKE GAY PORN. Thanh, Alf, Scott and Beau of North 


hymns: "I Won't Hold Back" (about following 
one's dreams), "Welcome To” (about cutting 
loose on the dance floor), and "Funk Me" (a 
double-entendre dance track about, well, get 
ting funky). But love will always be a recur- 
ring theme in this and future albums, they 
say x 

“The best songs are love ballads,” Alf 
claims, “It strikes emotions when you sing 
about relationships. 


had a partner, or has been hurt. [ts very: 
cult to write about something you haven't 


SCH 


perionced. We're able to put words about per- 
sonal experiences onto paper quickly, and it 
sounds right 

Years after this Asian debut, Alf hopes that 
North will be remembered worldwide as a 
strong votal group that worked doubly hard 
to make itself distinct from its boy band 
brethren. 

alent, writing music and being able to 

sing—it doesn't matter if you look good [or 
not]. Talent will always shine through in the 
end. Just give people good music they can get 
into,” he says 


Find game cards in Kodak films and get a chance to be the next millionaire. 
Every purchase of any participating Kodak film - Kodak Max, High Definition, Gold, CE films - entitles 
you to one game card. Scratch off the sliver panel to find out if you've won the grand prize of 

P1,000,000 or any of the instant cash prizes of P100, P50, P20, P10. 


Promo period is from September 1 to December 31, 2004. 


‘See posters for details. 
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JUSTIN TIME. 
Timberlake wears 
the bestin the west. 


By Gino dela Paz 


ITH 
his 
trade- 


mark guttural 
rasp, trip-hop 
god Tricky said 
so long to the 
last millenium 
with the lyrics 
"Brand new, 
you're retro.” 
Apparently, the 
same line could 
also describe a 
once-dormant 
sneaker brand 
that is poised for 
a major come- 
back. 

The American en- 
ty to the sporis 
lifestyle market, 
Pony traces its pedi 


gree back to 1972,a E 


year when founder 
Roberto Muller dared 
go up against the 
German giants of the 
sneaker world, Adi- 
das and Puma. Dur- 
ing the late 705, 
Pony two-stepped in- 
to the realm of A-list 
sporing competi- 
tions, becoming the 
preferred hoof covers 
of big dog athletes in 
the Montreal 
Olympics, the Super 
Bowl, and the NBA. 
By the time the hip- 
per pockets of society 
had gone to bed with 
thick gold chains and 
Run DMC, circa 
1984, Pony's sports 
cred” had gone 
through the roof 
Having muscled its 
way through as the 
kicks to be reckoned 
with in boxing, foot: 
ball, baseball, and 
tennis, Pony then 
gained the respect of 
inner city les 
Sadly, the brands 
dizzying success hit a 
speedbump — and, 
soon after sailed into 
the Bermuda Trian- 
gle of fashion, never 
to be seen again. Up 
until Jate 2601, that 
is, when Fred Durst 
began turning up at 
backstage parties 
wearing skids by the 
previously defunct 

shoe company. 
Among urban 
fashion staples, it's 
sneakers—more than 
jeans oot 
shirts—that have a 
far-reaching effect on. 
the pop culture psy- 
che. Before long, 
Pony was backon the 
United States radar, 
uniting footwear- 
challenged citizens 
and long-time fans. 
Launched in the 
Philippines. last 
March 2004, Pony is 
a new-generation al- 
ternative to main- 
stream favorites like 
Puma Clydes, Nike 
Dunks, Adidas Su- 
perstars, and Vans 
slip-ons. Not merely 
banking on nostalgie 
groundswell, Pony is 
strong out of the gate 
with its three lines: 
Archive, old-school 
styles from the "705 
DH 
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RIDE WIT ME. Nelly ponies up 


MAS MALAKAS, 
MAS MATINDI! 


Tinodo ang DXM na pumipigil ng ubo. 


i 


Ubos ang ubo at anumang kasama not VE 


i 
Dee 


ANG UN 
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iria 


gine 


WO Words went through 
Brent Chua's head during 
pre-show at the Singapore 
Fashion Awards: “No chance.” 
He eventually snagged the “Male Model of 


the Year” award. 

Home court advantage was for Elvin, a Sin- 
gaporean working with Elite, and scene fa- 
vorite was Colleen Wee, international male 
mannequin who has romped the runways of 
Milan and Paris and graced major style 
spreads worldwide. 

Faced with such stiff competition, Chinese- 


By Tals Diaz 


Like playing footsie? 

‘Then step into the latest embellished Hava- 
anas flipflops. Thats right, embellished—just 
love that word! You can embellish a simple 
story a home, a rumor, and it suddenly trans- 
forms into something extraordinary. Now, you 
can embellish your feet with the most strike 
ing, comfortable flipflops to reach our shores! 
Ws like giving your slippers the ultimate 
makeover, and then some! Decorated with 


e & 


7 PAM 
“ Chinoy is Male Model of the Year in Singapore! 


Filipino Brent Cu Chua was shocked when his 
name was calledoutas the winner! 

He hadn't prepared an acceptance speech, 
so all he could say was, “Thank you very 
much!” 

‘Alean six-foot-one, Brent has a compelling 
look that varies accordingly, from schoolboy 
to preppy, to bad boy rocker, to matinee idol, 


flowers, ethnic beads, colorful buttons and 5. 


day trinkets, they're irresistably sweet feet 


treats. (Our past predictions here at Super! | 


were right—flipflops really are the new stilet- 
tos). 

Originating from the same country that 
shows the world how to party with Carnaval 
and caipirinhas, these Brazilian beauties have 
been seen on some celebrity feet, and was 
even included in the coveted goody bags at 


` the Oscars. 


So samba away in the city with these pretty 
new thongs—grab a pair (or five) of this ex- 


` clusive collection from Aura Athletica, locat- 


‘ed atthe Power Plant in Rockwell. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


to very edgy hip hop, and beyond. 

His impressive portfolio is an A to Z of the 
fashion design world, a record of countless 
shows and campaigns launched by top design 
houses like Gucci, Jean Paul Gaultier, Louis 
Vuitton, Jil Sander, Ermenegildo Zegna, Paul 
Smith, ‘Lanvin, Armani, Yohji Yamamoto, 
Cartier and Baume and Mercier 

He has done television commercials for 
Channel News Asia, HSBC, DBS Bank, Cole, 
and AIA Insurance, and has also been fea: "” 
tured in various local and international publi 
cations, including GQ, C'est Moi, Men's Uno, 
New Icon, FHM, Elle Homme, Her World, Cit 
ta Bella, Prestige, Manual and V. 

A fixture in the Asian modelling scene, 
Brent shuttles from Singapore (where he is 
represented by Diva) and Malaysia, Taiwan 
and his home country, the Philippines (with 
Cal Carries) 

“After being nominated for [the SFA] for 
two consecutive years, and winning it now, I 
feel Ihave finally made my mark.” 


E 


d 
e) 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2004 l IH 


ithe block | 


"New skids on 


Frompage DI 


and '80s; Style, sport-influenced city shoes; 
and Move, technical performance footwear. 


Outlaw aesthetic 
As if pouring buckets of chum to a group of 
young, hipster sharks, Pony has pulled in the 
likes of Nelly, Eve, LilJon, and alternative hip- 
mm meg op pioneers Jurassic S, all 
r ONNI of whom are subculture 
wes E Se spectacies in themselves, 
MS Even Paris Hilton and 
Nicole Ritchie own a few, 
and Justin Timberlake 
laced up his Turf 79 Lows 
y in the video for "Cry Me A 
River” As a sneaker pimp 
myself, I, too, am the 
proud” owmer of Ponys, 
three pairs and counting, 


Thou shall "` "cent ma cp cones nina. 


Pony is changing all that by presenting an all- 
not covet th American athletic spirit with its middle finger 
)y upin the ait A likely subversion ofthe badge. 

. i found on military uniforms, Pony's trademark 
ei þh bor e shoes chevron logo represents this, the brand's fun- 
damental outlaw aesthetic. With a brand re- 

generation on the horizon, Pony is back and 

luas either Luther Vandross or the Dalai Lama ready to raise hell. And why not? Its been a 

Jo said that the best things in ifeare free. Sonow, long time coming. 

eS your chance to prove ust that and grab your ` Saddle up! Pony is available at: Toby’s (Glo- 
| pair of Pony sneakersi But since it would be rieta 2, SM North Edsa Annex, and soon to 

‘easy for us to holler “come and get itl” we're open in SM Megamall); Olympic World Die: 
ina let you sweata little to bag the swag. bang Town Center); Olympic Village (SM North 
fo enter : Edsa); and Royal Sporting House (Robinson's 

Ermita and Glorietta). 


jaya pair. : gi 3 u. 
Geer A ( ream Silk Production 


hchment to super@inquirercom.ph (Subject: 
y Promo). Dont forget your name, address, 
[acc numbers, and shoe size (US or UK). Zodiac 


CONDITIONERS 


sing date for this competition in on Sept. 30, 
D4. Asthey say in Ponyland, "Let's get itoni” 


fm ` Ge - 
THE TIME FOR . 
HAIR PROTECTION AGAINST POLLUTION 
HAS COME 2 


STARRING ALL-NEW REAM SILK CONDITIONERS. FEATURING THE REVOLUTI 
^ MICRO-TECH SHIELD, WHICH coats EVERY HAIR STRAND TO Give 100% CONDITIONING 
AND KEEPS DUST, SMOKE Ano POLLUTION OFF. cer 100% SUPER BEAUTIFUL, 
SUPER PROTECTED nain nA "DI KAYA NG SHAMPOO LANG. 
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SMART Gold gives 


music lovers 
something to look forward to. 


Presenting two easy ways to get a chance to win prizes 
that feed your need for music. 


Download tones and images for a chance to win Subscribe? to SMART Gold to 
an Apple iPod Mini or 1 of 30 Sony Ericsson handsets. receive a FREE CD and a chance 
Access exclusive contents from SMART Gold Music Selection to earn points. to win 1 of 4 Apple iPod Minis. 


The more points you earn, the greater your chances of winning. - All approved new subscriptions starting at Plan 500 
geta chance to win. 


+ Approved new subscribers who aval of Plans 500 
or 800 receive a World Music Room CD - FREE. 


Sing 
E Bawa. | aseene 


Si pod cB Mina cea Re Coe 
SE ES 
EE 
m “Conditions for subscnptions apply. 
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BY”. 
@ AppleCenter e SMART 


ENJOY VIVID MULTIMEDIA FEATURES ON YOUR CELFONE, SET-UP SMART GPRS AND NIS. bs hee 
EE | To ac HS Sug bara SET YG pen nta 1o A nota Ub 
BERNAL INULAN e BI. | KATA cece PH an ovt prent tm PR ON i M mpl Amazing: 


fe SPANT bons SHART Gola Ac Hoi wd PART biyas Rogues ad papara c PIS ach Te mange con 7259 a ema or cep Adds Habt n P1000: AM PO. 
E Re voccm NAYON e n IT mng OMY eso AT eeh 


‘Text TONE or POLY <keyword> to 209, 
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3 HERE is a wonderful little | — them ‘for their assiduous work- 
| holiday celebrated every jour THE weeks at the “salt mines.” New 
month. It’s akin to having #4 i; WINDOW clothes, shoes, costly dinners at 
Christmas twice a month for the restaurants, CDs or coveted elec- 
working force, and it's called Pay ` tronic playthings are usually on the 


Day. Say those two magic words " wo 2 list. Conglomerate department 
and its enough to click relieved 7445 Diaz DP. amwa 


sighs and beaming smiles for any- : 
See plagued by monthly cred. VE 


] card bills, overdue rent, hunger 
pangs, and the consuming desire to 
de-stress via marathon shopping. It 


has become a regular tradition. voted Best Facial Care Center of The Philippines - 
among my more corporate peers to 


map out their end-of-the-month 
splurging strategies to reward 


NG ia ES ` WHOLE BEEN, 
M Siwe REMOVAL 
Gen E — Miti 

17 & 18 September’ 8pm @DISH GC FOR 3 MONTHS C 


e Ët PACK IC POWER 
E Rem == Kee 
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YOUR TRIPS TO THE |! 
GROCERY CAN EARN YOU ` 


o Be FREE TRIPS. | And wit just 3000 Mies, you can already iy tor re to a loca destination. 
ABURA MOE UI 


With Mabuhay Miles Visa from HSBC, everyday can bring you Miles closer 
to free local or international trips. Apply for one today. 


HSBC «X» 


p www.hsbc.com.ph all 751-8000 to apply The world's local bank 


ISHOULD be so lucky, 
MTV V] Cindy Kurlcto at St. James 
Palace in London, with no less than 

Prince Charle 


NN 


Fashion + art? Nzacily! 


FASHION and art join forces for a visual overload 
ata Superl shoot held at the Ateneo Art Gallery. 
Colorful pieces from PAG's “The Biggest Lit- 
tle Room" exhibit served as the backdrop for 
fun and functional pieces from X=Act, a Thai 


‘And why should the mix be a surprise? A 
and fashion are both games of expression, d 
outlet for creative flat. 

‘What's your outlet? 

X=Act is now available at Rustan's U Shang 


fashion brand that has finally hit our market. La and Makati, and at SM Megamall. 


JON In gray short- 
sleeved polo, denim 
pants 

Cat in sheer orange 
blouse and green 
shorts 

Artwork: "Granadear 
Arabesque” by Jose 
Joya (oil on canvass) 


Cincy 


date wit 


By Tim Yap dificult situations. They give con- chievent. 
cers fr inday isdem and spon- . UK lol Jemela Din winner was 
OIS Cindy Kurleto giv- sorsas audience. there, too, as well as lots of European 
om poss Parker. Tas invited because Tm friends actors and musicians. The guess 
iJ with their biggest sponsor plus Tm were all abuzz as to who Cindy was. 
Boviles a rum for the fiends wit some ari abroad” They dup she wat am Asian 
monarchy? Cindy tld Super! “They paid for ev- princess with her understated gown 
Een Atafindisis. SC tie cum si che way" byRajo Laurel JON in darkblue long-sleeved button-down 
wes e GEET recent Loe. Gy was the only ane who was t ` ` 
our very own Cindy was among the don tip. seated beside Prince Charles. Not Artwork: “My Sister at the Sewing Machine” by 
30 celebrities from around the world "it was very exciting and beautiful even Jamelia Din or the other David Cortez Medalla (casein and sand on 
that was invited tothe very exclusive. talaga ang Europe—kaya lang, the celebrities or royalty present wasal... Paper) 
affair held at St. James Palace. ` ` Sei have no sense for style—at lowed to be nearthe crown prince of 
Princes rustisa fund-rasingorga- least not for that event.” Cindy con- England. 
nization which promotes. young  fessesabouther observations wthre. How that fora page out of Cindy 
artists from the United Kingdom in gards to people who attended the chi Kurletos princess diaries? 


CAT in aqua sleeveless top and pink pants 
Artwork: "New York City" by Ramon Estella 


Oh caption, my caption! 


HOT on the heels of Colin's Manila meltdown, 
we here at Super! challenge all you Amazing 
fanatics to outwit, outlast, and outcaption 


leg of the Amazing Race 5, the infamous "My 
ox is broken!” episode. We all agree that the 
beloved water buffalo, carabao to 
Serves his own Spanish-language telenovela 
Colin, “Oxy moron," anyone? 
'Wisecrack away and send your entries to 
super@inquirercom.ph (Subject: Caption 
contest) together with your contact info. The 
winning entry will be published next week 
and the smartass will walk away with a Su 
per! ringer tshirt. (Please, nothing x-rated. 
‘That's ourjob) 


CAT in lime green blouse, 
white printed mini 
Artwork: “Vanguard” by 
Manuel Rodriguez, Sr. (oil o 
canvass) 


JON in burgundy and white short-sleeved polo and khakis 
by Jose Joya (oil on canvass) 


Center along Julia Vargas Avenue 
in Pasig. They have awesome stuff! 
For rockers, you wouldn't want to 
7 miss “Rockista: Ultimate Pinoy 


8135/757-8132 for the comp 
screening schedules and ven 
More info can also be acquire 
wwwaustralia.com ph. 


Thursday, September 23 
"The talented Liongoren fami 
upto something. The patriarch, 
od sal aaa Aledo Long 
and his children-famous photo 
pher Erik Liongoren, Gel 
designer Hana Liongoren and 
tal artist Avid Liongoren arrar 
concurrent, individual exhibit 
their works of ate at the Pinto 
Gallery, Sierra Madre Street, Gi 
Heights, Antipolo Cy. For ine 
ed paries, you may ring up. 
1015 for derails. 


O NE CAN assert especially pes e 
here in the Philippines, Ẹ 
that the como o | Lemon-aidef. 
Christmas becomes unmistakable katsi KG 
at the advent of sudden burgeon- Di KE Rock Fusion,” featuring poe 
ing bazaars all around Manila. Ex: Gj A bands as Sugarfree, Sandwich, The 
cluding the perpetual and almost- Giselle Segovia Mongols, Pepe Smith and Bamboo 
a-cenotaph "Hangge” at Green chants are even harder to op- atthe Philsports Arena. Tickets can 
hills, the weekends leading to De- pose, particularly when they are be purchased at Tickerworld (891- 
cember are conspicuously booked so amenable to lowering their 5610). For partyphiles, don't forget 
with announcements for where prices. How can you say “nay” to to "Give Peace a Dance" at the 
you can find the familiar festive a good buy? Earthdance 2004 to be celebrated 
makeshift markets in various lo- Proof positive, the pre-celebra- at Halo, 10 p.m. tonight. This party 
cations for the eager shopper- tion to the grand opening of the will fire through up on to the wee 
with-a-budger. You can find to all Ortigas Town Center (the new hours of the morning to simultane- 
intents and purposes, anything place to be along J. Vargas Av- ously match the other revelries 
here—from clothes to accessories enue—check it out!) isa series of across the continents. If you come, 
to home décor and even funky bazaars by Cut Unlimited for 4 bear in mind that you shall be par- 
e carcass (My personalfa straight weekends. From Friday tying all for the righteous cause of 
Worte treasure find would be a to Sunday, guests will be treated peace. i 
pair of beautifully made chande- to daylong. parties—with DJs Friday, September 24 
Fer earrings by Gisk thar Igor at and houny saen from 2pm to Sunday September 19 presenting as highlight, the works even if her health is aficted, sheis Wee back to that bazaar a 
our very own and incredibly suc 10 p.m. Obviously, these people _ Nodoubtthe previously eventful of veteran lensmen Dick Baldorino nevertheless ceaseless in her pas. For interested shoppers, stop 
cessful Super! Bazaar from a few are serious about having a good day would make you want to have and the late Johnny Acasio of the sion's pursuit. View her exhibit at anytime. For interested merch 
weeks past). Some people actual- time (For more shopping no amoresubdued, relaxing night this Manila Times. “Isang Letrato Ka the CCP Main Gallery. For ques- you may c ill Cut Unlimited at 
ly dedicate an entire day for doubt!) ‘Sunday. “Something for Everyone” Lang” is organized to restore the tions, please dial the CCP main of- 2955 to inquire about get 
combing stalls-proof that the Still though, we all know the might just be the thing for you—a  Oarhouse along Mabini Street in ficeat 832-1125 to 39. booth. We'll keep you all poste 
thrill of haggling always gives a Pinoy in you will note this event for one-night concert by the Clarion Malate, Manila. For inquiries, you for the next smashing Su 
natural high and a boost of walk- a sure visit, It’s almost the Yuletide Gamba Ensemble. The first echo can call 450-8301. ier eege Bazaarl 
ing power. season and it never hurts to buy will weard at 4 p.m. at the Phil- e Australian Film Festival is 

‘Bazaars have come to be some ahead y wil be heard a4 pun, at te Phil. Tuesday, September 21 already midway! But you can stii The word for the bored: 
sort of a tradition now--iv's al- a. For details, do call up 844-4172. Pacita Abad's magnificent talent catch “Walking on Water" one of Macaulay Culkin says: 
ways hard to resist stopping by Saturday, September I8 is once again capeured inher latest the chosen 10 Australian ground- "We (Michael Jackson and 
when you pass a spot with the For shopaholics, stop by the Monday, September 20 collection of over 70 artworks in breaking films, on this night, 7 p.m. all the time. I think we unders 
Tecognizable tents and colorful bazaarnowonitssecond weekend, Checkout the photo exhibit bya papermaking, 'printmaking and at SM Megamall. Admission is free. ‘each other in a way that most 
array of goods. Magnetic mer- at the newly built Ortigas Town group of Filipino photojournalists, painting. Itishearteningroseethat You can call up 757-8173/757- ple can't understand either of 
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WHAT'S your last price? 


From page El 


stores have wisely caught on to this 
cyclic behavioral pattern by 
launching such irresistible promos 
tagged as midnight madness 
sales—which; by the way, are por- 
tents of even more maddening traf- 
fic jams in a metropolis populated 
by mall-crazy denizens. 

Tr not exempt from this post pay day shop- 
ping habit But instead of the usual female crav- 
Ings for ten new pairs of shoes and whole day 
spa treatments, | blow profane amounts d 
money on my lifelong addiction. They are 
things that alter the mind, take me on trips to 
far flung regions, are highly addictive, cause me 
sleepless nights and at times render me crazy- 
happy for days on end. They're called books. 

"The very minute I find a few more digits 
added to my bank account, I hie off immedi- 
ately, and in solitude, to my personal mecca: 
the bookstore. Bookshops in the city have be- 
come my temples; sacred sanctuaries where- 
in--forgive the hyperbole—Istep in and actu- 
ally feel this overwhelming wave of peace 
wash over me. To show my respect, | even 
shut my cell phone for hours just so I won't be 
bothered by incessant text messages. Nd be- 
come as untraceable as a ship in the Bermuda 
‘Triangle. In fact, while in transit on my travels 

“abroad, I've almost missed fights because På 
lese all sense of time browsing through the 
“igmall bookshops in the airport. And when 
come genius merged the concept of two of my 
nost favorite things in life- books and cof 
fee—in a nice little comfy corner of a shop, it 
just proved the existence of God. 


Early Chapters 

1 happily blame my mother for getting me 
hooked on my lifelong addiction. Soon after 
my brother and I barely learned how to walk 
and talk, she would prepare flashcards of sim- 
ple vocabulary words for me to learn how to 
pronounce correctly. As soon as I got the hang 
of reading simple words like “cat” and “hot” 
and “flower” she soon moved on to much 
more difficult words like “corruption” and 
“curfew” (We were, after all, still Martial Law 
toddlers back then). Instead of showering me 
with toys and Barbie dolls on my birthdays and 
Christmas celebrations, my father would give 
me selected books. In fact, still have "The Giv- 
ing Tree," the very first book he ever gave me, 
‘which I sil read today! Children's books like 
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PAGE against the machine. Hopelessly 


hooked on books! 
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made you the most popular kid in the campus 
coste system, Iwas inevitably tagged asa nerd. 
Call ita Geek tragedy if you will. 


The Next Chapters. 

True, it was a bit of a stigma to actually ike. 
reading backin high school. But things did get , 
a lot better in college, when I met way cooler 
„kids (ok, I admit, cute Atenean classmates) 
who continued where my parents left off by 
introducing me to J.R.R. Tolkien, Gabriel Gar- 
cia Marquez, Nikos Kazantzakis and Herman 
Hesse. I met my best friend because of a 
whole afternoon's discusion on JD. 
iSalingers “Catcher in the Rye.” The best part 
‘about it all was that these breaks between 
‘lasses during the sweltering afternoons were 
never pseudo-intellectual, pedantic pissing 
contests. They were simply good, insightful 
moments in the shade of mango trees in the 
quadrangle, with young people swapping 
well-loved stories. Recollected lines, from fa- 
orite books, became pieces that formed a 
kaleidoscope of experiences from friends who 
found solace and wisdom in written words, 
and inevitably gave away clues about their 
personal life's beliefs and philosophies. Ironi- 
cally, it was on those mundane moments out- 
«side the classroom, many times cutting En- 
glish class, that actually made me appreciate 
the poetry of life and living. 

Fast forward to the present chapter, aka. 
living la vida nakakaloka in my late twenties, 
ina postlong term relationship era where Pm 
still ambling along on this so-called universe 
called serial dating. I have come to terms with 
the one flaw that comes from being a book- 
worm all my life. I know all too well that you 
can't judge a book by its cover, but dammit, I 
end up judging boys by the books they read! 
Once, Lalmost gave this guy (even with cover- 
boy looks) the big brush off—that is until 1 
saw his mini library for the first time in his 
apartment, filled with dog-eared and under- 
lined tomes—and well le's just say that Iwas 
unable to put him down. 


PRY 
IN 


“The Little Prince" soon evolved to Asterix col- 
lections, then Nancy Drew mysteries, to the 
Chronicles of Namia. Even now that I'm in my 
twenties, my familys, well, peculiar reading 
exercises still haven't ceased. My mom stil 
keeps a ten-inch thick dictionary by the dining 
table and asks me to search for new vocabulary 
words to leam in between subos of rice. Igot so 
hooked on books that in high school, when 
reading fiction wasnt exactly a hobby that 


Epilogue 

“An epilogue to this little Geek drama. A friend 
‘once commented, “These days, alot of people are 
working hard to get their bodies in shape, by 
training, dieting, popping pills... but I think peo- 
ple should also read more to exercise their 
minds, too.” I couldn't agree more. Personally 1 
think mind in good shape is just so much sexier. 


Email the author at: inca_orange@yahoo.com 
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5 A healthy mouth is an 
P pv art of overall. 
ng good health. Our teeth 
‘a key role in our appearance 
and well-being. However, having 
healthy teeth and gums requires 
more than daily maintenance 
and regular dental cheek: 
ups. Disciplineisa key ingredient 
i ensuring great dental health. 
Whatever your age, you canand 
should have a healthy mouth and 
a pleasant smile. Correct dental 
care can help you keep your teeth 
fora lifetime- Ifyou take care of 
your teeth, they'll help take care 
of you. 


‘To know more on how to have healthy teeth and gums for 
life, here's what Dr. Fina Lopez, Consultant Staff of the 
Pediatric Dentistry Center and Oral Health Care Center, has 
to say on proper dental care. 


CARE FOR THE TEETH 


How do you maintain the health of your teeth? 


Regular toothbrushing remains to be THE cornerstone of oral 
hygiene practice athome. Toothbrushing effectively removes 
plaque (a sticky mixture of food and bacteria in our mouth), 
thus preventing tooth decay. This should ideally be done after 

lly right before going to sleep. 


every meal, especi: 


are all the answers to your prol 


to maintain healthy teeth. ; 


™ toothbrushing? 


prevent tooth 


| 
| rinsing method after tooth- 
| brushing is advised. This is to 
| et uoride do its job, Fluoride 


works only if it 


Maintaining good oral hygiene, eating 
right and visiting your dentist regularly 

T lems. 
Follow your dentist's advice'and do your 
part in overcoming your teeth problems 


What's the step-by- 
-~tin step guide in proper 


| Brushing thoroughly should 
| take at least 3-4 minutes. If 
you're using a fluoridated 
toothpaste and you want to 
lecay, a no- 


left on the 
teeth for a period of time... 


Healthy Teeth & Gums for Life 


To be sure you're doing it right, follow these steps: 


+ Using a pea-size amount of toothpaste (for 6 years old 
and olded or a smear of toothpaste (or younger children), 
place the bristles of your toothbrush on the gumline at 

a45 degree angle. $ 


* Brush over the teeth and gums gently, in a circular/ 
elliptical motion. 


+ Do this on both the outside and inside surfaces of the teeth. 
‘Thoroughly brush the top or biting surfaces of the back 
teeth and your tongue. 


TOOLS OF THE TRADE 
What should I look for in a toothbrush? 


‘Asoft nylon bristle toothbrush is the best kind of toothbrush 
to use. It should have a round head small enough to fit into 
all areas of your mouth and a wide handle with a firm grip. 
Tt should be replaced every 3 months. 


Any special tool or procedures that may be 
recommended to supplement tooth brushing? 


Flossing is also important for oral health and is considered 
an essential daily tool. A lot of people find flossing to be 
difficult and time-consuming but it also removes plaque 
between the teeth and along the gumline, preventing cavities 
and periodontal disease. 


For proper flossing technique: 


+ Circle 18 inches of floss around your middle fingers, leaving 
1-2 inches of taut floss in between. 


+ Use your index fingers to guide the floss for your lower 
teeth and your thumbs for your upper teeth. - 

+ Gently guide the floss down between i teeth nang 
a zigzag motion. Contour the floss along the side o! 
your tooth. 


+ Gently slide the floss up and down against the side of the 
tooth surface and under the gumline. 


* Floss each contact of your tooth thoroughly with a clean 
section of the floss. 


Do dentists recommend battery/electric 
toothbrushes? 


Yes. The motion of the rotating brush heads that 
battery/electric toothbrushes offer greatly reduces plaque, 


# BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


The Brand More Dentists Use Themselves 


qid makes the oral cavity cleaner, thereby greatly reducing 
the formation of tooth decay and gum disease. This is 
especially effective for people with poor dexter children 
older people and people with special needs. Most children 
are even more motivated to brush their teeth when using 
these power toothbrushes because it's fun to use. 


VISIT YOUR DENTIST 


How often should one go to the dentist for check- „y 
ups or cleanings? É e Papa 
Ideally, you should visit your dentist every 6 months for a 
check up and cleaning. But for patients who have gum 
disease, those who are prone to tooth decay and those with 
poor oral hygiene, we advise that you visit your dentist 


more often. : 


DO'S AND DON'TS IN PROPER DENTAL CARE 

a. DON'T go to sleep without brushing your teeth. When! 
we're asleep, saliva slows down its production, thus 
diminishing its flushing action greatly. 

b. DO visit your dentist at least every 6 months. 

c. DON'T snack frequently. 


d. DO selecta toothbrush appropriate for you. 


Dr. Fina obtained her Doctor of Dental Medicine degree from the University ofthe 
Pilippinas od cond herent ia Pediatri Deny Irom te Pentre Denny 
Een in ooo. Seis pesci pede denis and halds her cnie at hc Pete 
Best Center S/F Medal Arte Daling, Dr. Fe del Mundo Medical Center 11 
Banawe St, Quezon Cay, Tel, No. 740-7788: mid at the Oral Health Care Center,” 
Be Gre an Jn, Tel No a 040 
‘Sleit en setare meriiraf the Philippine Pediatrie Dental Society, Ing andis he. 
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F4's Vie Zhuo with sisters Barbie and Dee 
E 


"GLAMOUR, fashion, and luxury" sums up 
the recent opening of Christin Diors flagship 
boutique at The Landmark, the shopping cen- 
ter in Hong Kong's Central District. 

"The two-story boutique, all of S0SO-square 

offers the widest selection of the 

brand's ready-to-wear clothes, leather goods, 
swatch and jewelry 

"The bash created a stir in Hong Kong as 
Asian celebrities he Taiwanese F4 member 
Vie Zhou, sister act Barbie and Dee Hsu, 
South Korean pop singer Park J-Yoon, and 
Hong Kong rock star Denise Ho—graced the 
event and gave spectacular performances. 

Stars were everywhere from the ramp to 


the fountain area, milling about until the start 
of the fashion show that formally unveiled 
Dior Star. 

‘Speaking before Philippine media repre- 
sentatives, Dominique Taieb, commercial di- 
rector of LVMH Watch & Jewellery Inc., said it 
Was the seventh in a series of boutique open- 
ings in Hong Kong, which illustrates their 
growing confide 

Christian 
whole range of Dior watches that combine 
modernity, creativity and the expertise of fine 
Swiss watchmaking. John Galliano and his 
brand studio team supervised the creation of 
all the watches. 


PINOY Idol: Rissa 
‘Samson 
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MORE and more! A model getting made 
up backstage 


DISCOVER THOUSANDS OF FINDS. HAGGLE FOR GREAT | 


BUYS. EXPERIENCE ALL THESE IN A VAST, AIR- 


CONDITIONED, CLEAN, SECURE AND SAFE SHOPPING 


ENVIRONMENT. 
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‘TRANQUIL. Pleasant. Soothing. 

“These are just few of the words that can best 
describe Canyon Woods, one of the most pres- 
tigious residential resorts in the country. 

1t may have been initially envisioned to be 
a simple subdivision but Canyon Woods Re- 
sort Club has grown into a 220-hectare com- 
munity and is continuously expanding as 
more and more people discover this paradise. 

“Which has become the site of choice for a 
weekendhome. — 

An the mid-1990s, George S. Go, president 
and chief executive officer of Canyon Woods 
Resort Club and other partners developed the 
sprawling real estate located at the scenic 
‘Tagaytay ridge in Barangay San Gregorio, Gen. 
Diokno Highway Laurel, Batangas. It is owned 
and managed by Tagaytay Grasslands Corp. 
Ine, developer of upscale property projects 
which took over the property three years ago. 

Canyon Woods is built with the aim of giv- 
ing city dwellers an alternative home. Only 
oneanda half hour away from Metro Manila, 
the residential resort also boasts of first-class 
amenities which includes a one-hectare, five- 
storey clubhouse. 

Go saw that the rolling terrain and moun- 
tainousareato be more ofan advantage in de- 
veloping the property. The 300 and more 
homes built in seven years are more than a 
testament to the materialization of his vision. 

Froma 38-hectare mountain community it 
is now in the process of building Phase 4 and 
adding more state-ofthe-art facilites for 
homeowners and club members to enjoy. 
Canyon Woods is situated about 500 meters 
above sea level, which has the perfect climate 
and the most picturesque view of the famous 
‘Taal Lake and the Batangas Valley. 

‘The spacing of lots and houses are carefully 
planned so that each unit would be able to 
maximize its view potentials. The blocks have 
been configured to reduce the need for cut 
and filland make the most ofthe terrain'snat- 
ural slopes. The entire property faces the east 
and is nestled between the Tagaytay moun- 
tain ridge, Taal Lake, Batangas Valley, and the 
South China Sea. 

The exclusive residential resort is also de- 
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signed to have everything a family needs and 
it boasts ofits many sports facilities. The most 
popular however is its golf course. 

‘The development of Canyon Woods is also 
based on an environment-friendly design. 
‘Where else can you see an old tree in the mid- 
dle of the road? 

“We have planted at least 10,000 trees 
since its development,” Go said. 

This high-end propery development is 
now looking at the Filipino-American market 
as it recently acquired a 5-star quality recog- 
nition from Interval International. 

Interval International is a quality exchange 
network which lists Marriott Vacation Club In- 
ternational and other resorts all over the 
world 

The gradual development of the property 
was part of the master plan according to Go. 

"The expansion should be based on the de 
mand," he said. 

The last three years saw the fast paced de- 
velopment of the property. More houses are 
being built and the addition of the facilities is 
all in the works. 

Go also noted the impressive performance 
of Canyon Woods in the last three years for an 
industry that is slowly picking up after a crisis 
that affected the real estare sector 

Initially, che developers built the houses for 
prospective homeown 
ers, those houses 
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are located in Phase 1. The progressive ex- 
pansion eventually allowed lot buyers or 
owners to build and design their own homes 
granting that they follow certain limitations 
to protect the American-inspired theme as 
well as the environment. Last July, Canyon 
Woods opened its office in San Francisco, Cal- 
ifornia. 

The soft-spoken Go also commends the 
whole team of Canyon Woods for its focused. 
performance in the lastfew yéàrs. Add to the 
growing popularity of the residential resort is 
the very warm customer service and the resi- 
dential resor’s active homeowners’ associa- 

"We a e the support of the home- 
owners and members,” Go said, “We promise 
to work harder to give them the best service." 

More than the magnificent view, the first 
class facilities, and the total management 
support, Canyon Woods is a community that 
promotes healthy living and uplifts the spirit 
of people who have had enough of the city 

fe. Weekends and holidays at Canyon Woods 
is the best escape for every homeowner and 
club member. 
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Indulge in 


Woods 


‘GANYON Woods strategic location provides a breath- 
taking view of the mountains and ridges in the scenic 
‘Taal-Tagaytay ridge such as Taal Lake, Taal Volcano, 
Balayan Bay and Batangas Valley. With its cool moun- 
tain air experienced nearly all-year round, it offers a 
rustic ambience ideal for families and for life's most im- 
portant moments. 

Now one can indulge in the Canyon Woods lifestyle 
with its various products and services-be it open lots 
and house and lot packages, club sales, retirement 
packages, Vacation Club, and Club B-shares. 


By Joel V. Nigos 


‘Open lots and house lot packages 

"The residential resort currently has six phases-Phase 
1, Phase 2, Phase 3-A; Phase 3-B, Georgetown, and 
Phase 4-A1. Open lots are sized between 250 and 1,000 
sqm. Land countours are also well preserved with 
blocks configured to reduce the need for cut and filland 
make the most of the terrain’s natural slopes and carv- 
ings. The entire property also faces the east offering 
pleasant morning sunshine for most dwellings. 

House and lot packages come in sizes ranging from 
80 to 160 sq, m. They are distributed in clusters so as 
to spur actual and immediate occupancy of the subdi- 
vision. They offer magnificent wood-and-rock coun- 
try-style lodges with the convenience ofa five-star re- 
sort club. Imported earthtóne roofing and acricast 
textured paint walls with. slate/stone combination 
are used in the homes. Its interior also lives up to its 
five-star status. The ground floor rooms have tiled 
floorings, imported gypsum Board ceiling and like its 
exterior has acricast textured paint walls. It has con- 
crete slab floor base with wood; parquet flooring in 
the second floot rooms, painted cement walls and i 
ported gypsum board ceiling. All the bathrooms have 
tiled floorings and walls, with painted marine ply- 
wood ceiling. 


Club sales for members **:: 

Companies or families who, are on the lookout for 
conference‘or vacation packages tan also see what 
Canyon Woods has to offer. 

‘The premier residential resort is a perfect venue for 
meetings, seminars, conferences, trade exhibitions and 
company outings. Whether-for a formal function or for 
teambuilding, the fesort has the necessary facilities for 
these events. With its complete amenities, the place is 
also ideal for wedding ceremonies, kiddie birthday and 
day-tour packages. 

Canyon Woods has six function rooms which are 
named after the towns of Batangas-the Tanauan and 
Talisay, the biggest which can accommodate up to 100 
people, Lipa and Lemery which can host 40 people, 
‘Taal, the smallest which can hold upto 30, and the new- 
ly refurbished Laurel furíction room. Its Main Dining 
Hall can serve up to 400 people. 

Included in the packages is the use of various 
amenities and the facilities only Canyon Woods can 
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provide. These are the indoor playground, indoor 
heated pool with jacuzzi and bar, gym with Cybex 
machines and free weights, aerobics and dance stu- 
dio, massage and wet end dry treatment facilities, 
jacuzzi, sauna and steam bath, scenic lake for fishing 
and boating, 18-hole crazy mini golf, covered basket- 
ball And volleyball courts, indoor 'badminton and 
squash courts, outdoor children's playground, tennis 
courts, tenpin bowling center, and 9-hole par 34 ex- 
ecutive golf course. Use of these facilities depends on 
what package has been chosen. 


Retirement packages 

‘Canyon Woods also offers retirement packages in- 
tended for retirees who are still shopping around for 
their permanent retirement base. 

‘With ts "Look See, Trial Package,” retirees can havea 
taste of the Canyon Woods lifestyle on a limited, time- 
based format. With a minimal cash outlay, the retiree 
can enjoy features and privileges which include a mini- 
‘mum of one month to a maximum of 12-month accom 
modation at a well-appointed first-class Canyon Woods 
Casitas studio, Cedar creek 2 bedrooms and Mahosa 3 
bedrooms. This depends on the package chosen by the 
retiree 

"The retiree will then have access to the world-class 
Canyon Woods Resort Club facilities and amenities 
which includes a 9-hole executive golf course, a Ciub- 
house with excellent food and beverage outlets, spa 
and fitness centers, sports, entertainment and confe 
ence/convention facilities. The offer is in cooperation 
‘with the Philippine Leisure and Retirement Authority 
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Vacation Club 

One can also take part in Canyon Woods vacation 
lub packages, a pioneering holiday ownership pro- 
gram at the Canyon Woods residential resort. 

‘The vacation club package uses a time-share con- 
cept. The offer is even a deeded ownership for life, thus, 
it can be transferred, assigned or bequeathed to heirs 
‘The vacation package allows for an annual seven-night 
accommodation based ona floating week/time system. 
This would allow owners the flexibility of scheduling 
their vacations with annual variations. 

‘The Canyon Woods Vacation Club is affiliated with 
the world-recognized Interval International, a rep- 
utable high-end vacation exchange company. This affil- 
iation will allow members of Canyon Woods Vacation 
Club the luxury of taking their vacations in more than 
2,000 resorts worldwide. Since Canyon Woods is a five- 
Star resort, members then can also have five-star ac- 
commodations when they exchanged their vacation 
club packages abroad. 

There will be three models available: the Plat- 
inum, 130 sq. m. with two-bedroom unit; the Gold, 
80 sq. m. with one-bedroom de-luxe unit and the 
Silver with its ample 50 sq. m. with one-standard 
bedroom unit. 

A distinct advantage of the Canyon Woods Vacation 
Club is che availabilty of fully-furnished lodging units 
inthe purpose-built five-star resort complex that the va- 
cation club members can already avail of today. 


Club B-shares 

Canyon Woods also offers Club B-shares for public 
offering. Buyers also have the option to pay the Club 
B-shares either in one- up to four-year terms. 

Upon issuance of the temporary card after receipt 
and clearing of first payment, the buyer can now have 
ownership of shares and can use the club facilities 
subjectto the Club's existing guidelines. 
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By Joel V. Nigos 

UNLIKE most residential resorts, which are 
often just residences and a clubhouse, 
Canyon Woods is envisioned to be a grow- 
ing community where club members and 
homeowners and their guests are expected 
to stay. With a cozy atmosphere, nature 
and family as its most important concepts, 
the residential resort made sure it has all 
the amenities and facilities each member of 
the family can enjoy. 

‘Canyon Woods boasts of complete sports 
facilites from a par 34, 9-hole golf course 
toan 18-hole mini-putting where both kids 
and adults can play. All at the pavilion side, 
the resort also has a 10-lane bowling cen- 
ter, indoor gym with basketball court, two 
badminton courts, a squash court, outdoor 
tennis courts, paddle boating and fishing 
facilites, an outdoor pool, and playground 
for kids. 

‘At the Main Clubhouse, with all its five- 
story, 9,000 sq. m. area is where one can re- 
laxand recharge. Thisis where the residen- 
tial resort's finest facilities can be found. 

At the lobby level is the front office, the 
spacious lobby lounge, coffee sho 
concierge and transportation service. Oi 
side, at the view deck, homeowners and 
guest alike ean have a panoramic view of 
‘Canyon Woods. 

At the upper level is the main dining and 
reception hall where weddings and other 
functions can be held. A wide array of gas- 
tronomical feasts awaits homeowners and 
guests as Skyline features varied themes 
each week and in each pavilion. Adding a 
perfect ambience to life's most important 
‘events are the fireplace and bar. 

Lower level 1 houses the meeting and 
seminar rooms. Canyon Woods has six 
function rooms which are named after the 


towns of Batangas. They are the Tanauan, 
Talisay, Lipa, Lemery, Taal and Laurel. The 
mini-theater located also at this level can 
accommodate up to 50 people and has reg- 
ular screenings from moming until 
evening during weekends. Homeowners 
and guests can sing their hearts out at the. 
videoke room and bar. The library, which 
has a collection of storytelling books and 

iry tales, is.an ideal place for kids who 

ination. The 
marketing office, business center and the 
administration office can also be found at 
this level. 

One can also take a dip at the indoor 
swimming pool at lower level 2. This is also 
‘where the jacuzzi and the bar are located. 
Flex your muscles at the gym with its Cybex | 
machines and free weights. Or better yet do ` 
aerobics or lear the latest dance steps at the 
aerobics and dance studio. You can also relax 
your tired bodies at the massage rooms. 

There is also a salon for men and wom- | 
en, separate men and ladies’ locker roon 
shower rooms, sauna and steam bath, and 
adinie. D 

Lower level 3 of the Clubhouse houses 
the Fun Center. Here, one can choose from 
a wide variety of sports activities such asf: 
billiards, table games and air hockey. Kids E 
can also have fun playing computer games E^ 
orat the toddler's indoor playground. 
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The beauty of. having | 
a second home 


By Marlet D. Salazar 


F 


OR THOSE who enjoy being in one with nature there is a resi- 
dential resort on the Tagaytay ridge that you can call a second 
home. Instead of buildings, city dwellers can take pleasure 


from the lush trees and a magnificent vista of the Taal Lake. 


Canyon Woods Residential Resort 
gives you an alternative living sans the 
traffic and pollution. Be at peace with 
nature and enjoy first-class amenities all 
in one community. 

Homeowners, members, and even 
guests cannot help themselves but be 
awed by the effect Canyon Woods does 
to their spirits. Weekends are something 
a family looks forward to because it will 
'bespentin a place that almost transports 
them to another world. 

‘Three homeowners found a haven in 
Canyon Woods. Happy and contented, 
they shared their story and the wonders 
they experiencein theirsecond home. 

+ Herman Gamboa, 

Board of Director. 
Homeowner, Phase 2 

There is only one word to describe the 
Gamboas’ home at Canyon Woods: Awe- 
some! 

‘Guests of Herman and Lita Gamboa 
will be greeted not only by the warmest 
of all smiles the couple has but also the 
intricate and obviously well-thought of 
interior design of he house. 

‘The closeness with nature doesn't stop. 
in the small garden in which Lita, who is 
formerly connected with the Asian De- 
velopment Bank, tends to every week- 
end; plants are visible in every possible 
comer of the four-storey Gamboa home. 
‘Their house is almost custom-built for 
their 13 grandkids from four children. 

‘The peace and quiet of their weekend 
getaways wouldn't be possible if not fora 
friend of Herman who showed him a 
brochure of Canyon Woods. On his initial 
visit, Herman bought the lot of his choice 
right there and then. At that time, only 
Phase 1 was fully developed. 

“I bought my lot based on drawing,” 
Herman said. “The first time I saw the 
place, I was immediately reminded of 


Switzerland.” 

‘And he did not regret that decision as 
he has seen how Canyon Woods devel- 
‘oped since April 2000, the time he 
moved to the family s second home. 

“| fell in love with the place even 
though I haven't seen the exact spot of 
the lot I wanted to buy,” Herman added. 
“And I didn't want to take the chance of 
losing my choice location.” 

He bought two lots which measures 
340 square meters each. And as the resi- 
dential resort expands, the Gamboa fam- 
ily added four more los to their property 
in that part of Laurel, Batangas. 

Herman is one of the founders of IT 
school STI and several other companies in 
the computer business. He graduated from 
the Mapua Institute of Technology with a 
degree in Electrical Engineering, and got 
his Masters from the University of the East 
and CRC (University of Asia and the Paci 
ic). Herman is active with the Rotary Inter- 
national as a past district governor and 
training leader of incoming govemors 
worldwide. 

Herman is specially happy with the fa- 
cilities and amenities the Canyon Woods 
Resort Club offers. Like most of the other. 
residents, he enjoys golf. And the pro- 
posed 18-hole course that will soon 
grace its landscape is but a welcome ad- 
dition to the many amenities everyone 
enjoys. 

Along with the view, facilities, accessi- 
bility, what Herman look forward to ev- 
ery weekend are the friends he made in 
the community. 

“We are very fortunate that the people 
‘who live here are very friendly" said Her- 
man. 

He said of his golfing buddies: “We 
gravitated with each other because we 
are all passionate about golf” In all of 
the weekends he spent there which is 


practically every week, he piays with the 
Other resident golf aficionados. 

“Inever missed a weekend here,” said 
Herman, “I look forward to spending 
time with my wife.” 

Ben de Vera 
Board of Director 
Homeowner, Phase 2 

Having worked in a bank for 26 years, 
Ben de. Vera surely deserves a second 
home full of comfort and convenience. 
‘Together with his wife, he found a place 
that gives them the calm a life in the ci 
could barely give. 

A proud homeowner at Canyon 
Woods, Ben and wife Carmen's house is 
practically the very first to rise in Phase 
2. And like the others, after checking out 
several subdivisions and property within 
the vicinity, Canyon Woods became their 
top choice. 

"They saw it in the papers, looked 
around and they now own three lots. The 
De Veras found the residential resort to 
be more affordable considering the high 
quality facilities it offers. 

“I simply love the place,” Ben said. 

Together with their pet dog Bernie, 
Ben and Carmen spend all weekends of 
the year at Canyon Woods. Carmen also 
keeps a small garden in the backyard 
which also serves as a playground for 
Bernie, a cuddly Labrador who keeps 
them company. 

"The house is more of a reward for the 
couple. They have four children and all of 
them graduated in college. Ben has an 
MBA from New York University and retired 
ata young age of 51 from Commercial 
Bank and Trust Company as senior vice 
president while Carmen has a Masters 
from the Catholic University of America. 

“The place is very convenient for us,” 
Ben said. 

The De Veras cherish the panoramic 
view of the Taal Lake which gives a very 
warm and relaxing feeling. Ben also be- 
lieves that itis the No. 1 selling point of 
Canyon Woods together with the sports 
facilites and other amenities available in 
the clubhouse. 

Their house gives out a very homey 


feeling that you wouldn't want to leave. 
Healso notices at how for a mountainous 
area the water facility is never a prob- 
Jem. In all of his six years there he still 
marvels at how big the area is and the de- 
velopment that is taking place. 

But more importantly, Ben feels that itis 
stil the warmth of the community that 
keeps them to going back every weekend, 

its the people,” Ben said. “They are. 
very friendly, not just the homeowners 
but the staff in the club as well." 

They get the chance to mingle with the 
‘other homeowners and members during 
the social activities for the whole year It 
gives them the opportunity to get to 
know their neighbors who eventually be- 
come their friends. 

‘According to De Vera, whatever you 
have in Manila you have it in Canyon 
Woods which is a much quieter place. 

Ben relates what wife Carmen said of 
the place: “She said people will just have 
to take a look and you will not have to 
say anything more.” 

Tony Villa-Real 
Board of Director 
Homeowner, Phase 2 

For 'the family of Tony Villa Real, 
Canyon Woods has become their perma- 
nent home. 

Blame it on the wonders of the hand of 
Mother Nature and the wonderful cli- 
mate of Tagaytay and Batangas, The 
family with their black Labrador, Shad- 
ow, spend most of their time in their 6- 
year-old home at Canyon Woods. 

‘The environment at Canyon Woods al- 
lows homeowners and members to have 
peace of mind and enjoy the cool weath- 
er that contributes to good health. The 
mood at the residential resort commands 
a complete change in lifestyle-from 
brisk, to calm and relaxing. 

As an active director of Canyon 
Woods, he can incorporate work with re- 
laxation. His involvement in Canyon 
Woods makes work productive and en- 
joyable. He enjoys playing golf with his 

“dad and son, a dream he has always had. 
He relates how three generations of Vi 
la-Reals play in the tough, challenging 
and mountainous golf course. 

“ies funny when you begin to realize 
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ROSEMARIE and Tony Villa-Real 
with Shadow 


that life should be simple for you to be 
happy,” said Tony who has made Canyon 
Woods his primary residence. The Villa- 
Reals’ home has a fantastic and 
panoramic view. The veranda overlooks 
the golf course, the ducks swimming in 
the lagoon, and the forested ravine that 
isawesome! ` 

Tony believes that Canyon Woods. is 
the best location to build a second or 
even primary home because of its prox- 
imity to Metro-Manila. “For those who 
have been here a few times, they are sur- 
prised to see the active community life. 
‘The homeowners and members continu- 
ously participate in the activities of the 
club and resort. Canyon Woods is not just 
a better place to build a house, it has giv- 
en its homeowners the opportunity to 
build a community concerned with each 
other's welfare, explains Tony". 

Tony continues to relate, “We all take 
advantage of the excellent food and ser- 
vice that the club provides. The resorts 
staff is always ready to make everyone's 
stay at Canyon Woods enjoyable and re- 
Taxing. It has evolved to be a truly cozy 
residential resort.” 


6:30 a.m. Golf Tournament 
Tam. Open House 


2pm. 


Basketball Gymnasium. 
5:30 p.m. Liturgical Service at the 


of the Child Jesus 


Tel. No.: 
Fax No. 


Schedule of Activities 
‘September 18, 2004, Saturday 


at Georgetown Clubhouse 
“All-out Blowout Jungle Party" 
Ranger Cany's 2nd Birthday 


Chapel ofthe Most Holy Name 


“ANYON WOOD: 
RESIDENTIAL 


For more information: 
Manila Office 


GCK Blag,, 1226 G. Apacible St., Paco, Manila, 
Philippines 
Tel. No.: (632) 521-2222 
Fax No.: (632) 522-3357 Es 
Diokno Highway, Barangay San Gregorio, Laurel; 
Batangas, Philippi 
(632) 521-7878 
(632) 664-6169 


USA Office 


Canyon Woods International Inc. 
363 El Camino Real, Suite 240 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Tel. No.: (650) 615-9800 
Fax No.: (650) 615-9802 


www.canyonwoods.com 


Nh Anniversary 
Gala Dinner 
Main Dining Hall £4. 


7pm. 


Attire: Retro Outfit 
Guest performers: 

Bimbo Cerrudo 

and the Spirit of 67 Band 
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